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RAmsaAy's NEWCASTLE CANNEL 
COAL. Analysis by Dr. Fyrz, M.D. :— 
9746 cubic feet of gas per ton of coal. 
26-candle gas. 


134 cwt. Ay per ton of coal. 
N.B.—Ramsay’s Cannel most resembles the Mar- 
quis of Lothian’s Cannel, but superior as to coke. 
BRAMBAY’S PATENT con DENSED COKE, 
DO. GARESFIELD COKE. 


RAMSAY'S FIRE.CLAY ARTICLES. 
GAS-RETORTS, introduced 1828. 
FIRE-BRICK WORKS, established 1804. 
FIRE-CLAY SANITARY on CHIMNEY- 
TOPS, and all Goods made of Fire Cl 
The Fire Clay is worked from Blaydon Main Col- 
~ , is of excellent pe sesty, and no expense spared in 


The TIRE BRICKS {marked ‘** RAMSAY”) are to be 


geen in all parts cf the world, and the works are the 
moet extensive in the Kingdom. 
DSEWENTHAUGH, 


SwWauwatt, and 
Offices: Broa Cuanz, Naw- 
Address, G. H, Ramsay. 


|| Hessven Quay. 





COWEN’S PATENT FIRE-CLAY RETORTS. 
JosErx COWEN and CO, 
BLAYDON BURN, NEAR NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE, 


Were the only parties to whom a PRizz MEDAL was 
awarded at the Great EXHIBITION of 1851, for ‘Gas 
Rerorrs and OTHER OBJECTS in FrRB-CLay,” and 
they have also been awarded in the INTERNATIONAL 
ExHrsBiTion of 1862, the Parze Mepat for “Gas 
Rerorts, Fire-Bricks, &c., for ExceLLeNncs of 
Quatity.” 

J.G.and Co. have been for many years the most 
extensive Manufactyrers of Fire-Cla: , Retorts in the 
United Kingdom; and orders for Fire-Clay Retorts 
of all shapes and dimensions, Fire-Bricks, and every 
other article in Fire-Clay_ are promptly executed at 
their Works as above 

COWEN’S GARESFIELD COALS. 


Office, 
Quay S1pa, Nawoastin-on-Trws. 





GEORGE GLOVER & CO,, 


Patentees of the Standard 
Government, and of the 


IMPROVED DRY GAS-METERS. 


‘These Meters are warranted to measure correctly 
and not to vary, and have come into general use more 
y than eny Meters hitherto manufactured. 


PARIS EXWIBITION, 1867. 
THE TESTING-HOUSE REPORTS. 


The Reports prepared for the Science and Art Depart- 

| ment, — the as = — i a Council, 

arrangements made for testing the gas appa- 

ES exhibited. In the testing-house erected by the 
Special Committee appointed to further this object a 

‘ga was constructed by Mr. G. Glover, being a 

ile of that prcaves and patented by him in 

| eee , under the pro- 

| cso of the Sales of Ga Act, and British manufac- 

| turers of gas apparatus were invited by advertisement, 

aad plication, to forward worthy objects for 

exhibition. se G. Glover was, however, the only 

0 sent Meters to be tested. The re- 

states ag as “‘ Mr. Glover is a manufacturer of 

Meters only, no opportunity presented itself of 

compariog — accuracy with that of Wet Meters 








under stances, but the perfection to 
which has brought his Meters prevents the 
those extra nt errors which are well 
nown to exist where Wet eters are used.” 
Particulars lists of prices forwarded on applica- 
tion to Banel Works, Ranelagh Road, Pimlico, 
Lonpon, 8.W.; 15, Market Street, MANCHESTER ; 


or 97, Boulevard de Magenta, Pagis. 








FIRST PRIZE IN THE PARIS EXHIBITION. 


J out RUSSELL AND 90, 
THE OLD TUBE WORKS, 
CHURCH HILL, WEDNESBURY; 


’ 
WALSALL, STAFFORDSHIRE; 

and 69, UPPER THAMES STREET, LONDON, 
Original Manufacturers of Wrought-Iron Gas Tubes 
and Holders of the present Patents; Inventors and 
First Makers of LAP-WELDED FLUES for Steam 
Boilers. 

J. R.and Co. make all kinds of Tubes and Fittings 
for Gas, Steam, and Water, and the largest Orders 
may be executed in afew days. 

un Metal, and all other kinds of Cocks, Stocks, 
Dhen and Taps Galvanised Tubes, 
All Goods thoroughly Tested before sent out, 
ait "Warvantoa. 


JOHN BENT & SON, 
WET AND DRY GAS-METER 


STREET-LAMP ° 
MANUFACTURERS, 
BELL BARN ROAD, BIRMINGHAM, 


All materials found for the alteration of Public Lamps for 
lighting with the Rod. Regulators with Lava Burners. 








BLAYDON BURN AND LOW BENWELL FIBE- 
CLAY my AND FIRE-BRICK WORKS, 
zaAR NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNB. 


ILLIAM COCHRAN CARR 


most respectfully to thank the. Metropolitan, 
Provincial, and Continental Gas Companies for their 
patronage for several years past, and to intimate that he 
has rebuilt and enlarged his extensive premises for the 
manufacture of CLAY RETORTS; and that he is now 
prepared to execute the largest orders with pun 
and despatch. Orders for FIRE-CLAY RETORTS, 
of all shapes and sizes, FLRE-BRICKS, and _all other 
articles in Fire-Clay, executed on the saortest notice, 
and on the most reasonable terms 
London Agents: JAMES LAWRIE & co., 
63, Ory Broap Srrezt, Crry, Lonpox. 


HE’ “LOTHIAN” CANNEL COALS. 
These Cannels are extensively used in the Gas- 
Works of Edin Toate of 





ere the illu 
the a is the nigheet in ew aw 
pode ton ig 


=. yo A 1046 lbs. 
Ports of tohincent: in the a hie Forth. 


O'NESS CANNEL COALS.—This 
Cannel is largely used ingas-works where, in addi- 
tion tohigh illuminating power, there exists ademand for 
superior Coke, it being the best Coke-producing Cannel 
of all Scottish Cannels. It yields about11,000 cubic ft. 
of 25 standard candle gas per ton. 
Ports of Shipment, either the Forth or the Clyde. 
For prices and other information, apply to Mr. JoHNn 
Romans, C.E., 53, Frederick Street, EDINBURGH. 





NOTICE. 
LESMAHAGO GAS OR CANNEL COAL. 


AMES FERGUSON & CO., Auchin- 
HEATH COLLIERY, Lesmanaco, and the NITSHILL 
& LESMAHAGO COAL COMPANY, Avoumwmeata 
AND SouTurigLp CoLiieries, LesmanaGo, sole Proprie- 
tors and Producers of the above celebrated GAS COAL, 
beg to intimate to Gas Companies and other consumers | 
that, having reason to suspect that Cannel or other 
Coal of very inferior quality, both as regards the quan- 
tity and illumi power of the Gas, has —— 
been mixed with and sold under the name of “ 
hago,” they have ncw appointed Messrs. Jamas tov 
& Co., of 63, Old Broad ‘Street, Lowpow, E.C., sole 
agents for for Englan d; and Messrs. La Coun & Warsoy, 
agents for foreign markete; in 9). 
PB rae to prevent a recurrence of the frauds ' 


3 will send Ae 
through the abov a, Orders 
than the above- ts may be forwarded | 
direct to either of the TS. , 
The Proprietors will, in fiture, use 
of bills of lading, and also issue certifi 
signed, as the case may be, either by Jamrzs N 


= 


request that all p 


& Co., or by the Nrrswitt & Lesmanaco Coat Company; 

and they request all consumers purchasing Lesm' 

Coal to demand such a certificate for ea 

to observe that it corresponds with the bill of inding. 
Auchinheath, Lesmahago, March, 1868. 








THE 


MEDAL AWARDED, EXHIBITION, 


IMPERIAL TUBE COMPANY, BIRMINGHAM, 


1862, 


MANUFACTURERS OF 





“FOR GOOD WORK.” 


WROUGHT-IRON TUBES & FITTINGS, BRASS & COPPER TUBES, 
GALVANIZED & GLASS ENAMELLED TUBES & FITTINGS, 


LAP-WELDED IRON & BRASS BOILER-TUBES, ETC., ETC. 


&@ Sole Makers of ‘‘HUGHES’S PATENT TAPS,” Strongly recommended for all High-pressure 
purposes.—Price List and Testimonials forwarded on application. 








PRIZE MEDALS. 








a EY 


CROLL’S DRY GAS-METER, 


at (INVENTED & PATENTED IN 1844,) PRIZE MEDALS. 
sew von ws, COMBINING ALL THE LATEST IMPROVEMENTS, “0X20, 1302 
” PARIS, 1855. MANUFACTURED ONLY BY PARIS, ‘1867. 


THE GAS-METER COMPANY, LIMIERRs 




















238, KINGSLAND ROAD, LONDON, N.E. 25 Mi eat 

A. ANGUS CROLL, C.E., Chairman. GEORGE RAIT, Managing Direckpi im) Si 
———— = Sap 
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COAL. 


This Patent Gas Coal is a compound of Pulverized Coal and Shale Oil. It is now used most successfully by some of the 
London Gas Companies, and'also in Dublin and other places, for increasing the illuminating power of the Gas, which it does 
at less cost than Cannel Coal. The illuminating power of this Patent Coal can be made of any strength required up to 
35 candles, and is in all cases guaranteed. The’ Coke is of the best quality, as the best Newcastle and Sunderland Coals only 
are used in the manufacture. 

This Patent Coal is shipped at Sunderland, where works for its manufacture have been erected. 

Further particulars can be obtained from 


W. W. JOBSON, 16, Fish Street Hill, LONDON; or 
WALKER, BRUCE, & CO., Patent Gas-Coal Works, South Docks, SUNDERLAND. 














EXTRACT from the Inaugural Address of THOMAS G. BARLOW, Esa., C.E., President of the British Association of Gas Managers, 
at their Fifth Annual General Meeting, held in London on the 2nd of June, 1868. 


Gentlemen,—In considering the progress that has been made in the manufacture and distribution of Gas during the past year, the new inventions and 
new processes which have been adopted or tried with ee of success, deserve to be specially noticed. Foremost among them is M‘Kenzie’s process for 
roducing Gas of high illuminating power from small Coal, mixed with crude Shale Oil. The pressure which the lature has recently put on Gas 
Senmentas to raise the standard of illuminating power considerably above that obtainable from common Coal, has compelled most of them to use a certain 
proportion of Cannel Coal, at a heavy loss, and with a diminution in the value of the Coke. The advance in the price of Cannel Coal, conséquent on the 
increased consumption, has stimulated inquiry to find a substitute for it; and this seems to have been accomplished by Mr. M‘Kenzie, whose process has 
been successfully adopted on a large scale at the Alliance Gas-Works in Dublin. The small Coal is well mixed with the Oil, in the proportions varying 
from 10 to 30 gallons of Oil to one ton of Coals. This is effected by means of a mixing or grinding mill. The Compound material is then distilled in ordi- 
nary Gas Retorts of clay or iron, at a strong heat. I have recently witnessed an experiment on a mixture of Llantwit Small Coal shipped at Cardiff, and 
costing in Dublin 12s. 6d. per ton, with 5 per cent. of Broxburne Shale Oil, costing £5 10s. per ton, the produce of the distillation of one ton of which 
mixture was— 
9750 cubic feet of Gas, 21°5 Candles illuminating power. 11 gallons of Tar. 
37 bushels of good hard, saleable Coke. 15 gallons of Ammoniacal Liquor, of 5° Twaddle. 


2 bushels of Breeze. ‘ mrs, 
The cost of this mixture, including Royalty, was about 17s. per ton, against 24s. for Wigan Cannel, over which it has the advantage of at least 5s. per ton 


PATENT ANTIMONY PAINT. 


MADE ONLY BY 


GEORGE HALLETT & CO., 


96, ROTHERHITHE, LONDON, S.-E. 











This Paint having been in general use over seven years (especially in some of the principal Gas- Works), and proved itself the best light-coloured Paint! 
produced for resisting the influence of vitiated atmospheres, it is important that its qualities should be more widely known. } 

It is not discoloured like white lead in a sulphuretted atmosphere, nor washed off like white zinc; and its light colour reflecting heat, produces much| 
less ae of gas in holders pons with it than with dark colours, besides rendering them much more sightly. Its specific gravity is so much below) 
white lead that the same weight will cover one-third more surface, while it is equal in body; and its price being about the same (30s. per cwt.), it is actually) 
one-third cheaper. From experience, its manufacture is greatly improved, and it is quite suitable for all purposes in which white lead is employed. 
Reference is kindly permitted by the Engineers of the City of London, Commercial, London, and Surrey Consumers Gas Companies, who pronounce it} 


the best Paint known for their purposes, 


N.B.—Antimony Paint, COVERING: SO MUCH MORE WORE, costs about 20s. per cwt., 
as compared with White Lead at 30s. per cwt.; a similar economy arises from its use in Steam and 

















Gas Joints, for which purpose it is superior to White Lead. | 
| 


GAS AND WATER PIPES. 
CLARIDGE, NORTH, & CO., 


BixkisTon. 


N. DEFRIES, 


INVENTOR OF THE FIRST SUCCESSFUL 


DRY GAS-METER. 








WoOoRKS: 


210,000 IN USE. 




















DIANA PLACE, EUSTON ROAD, LONDON. 
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| GEORGE NEWTON, 
(Late Senior Partner of the Globe Meter-Works,) 


| UNION STREET WEST, OLDHAM, 


MANUFACTURER OF 


IMPROVED WET & DRY CONSUMERS GAS-METERS, | 


| GAS STATION-METERS, 


With all the Joints planed, 


|GOVERNORS, GAUGES, INDICATORS, EXHAUST GOVERNORS, “ 
| 














|| 
I] TERMS, &., ON APPLICATION. 
| 
1] 


| THE GAS-METER COMPANY 
| (LIMITED), LONDON, 
(Successors to CROLL, RAIT, and CO., LONDON, and WEST and GREGSON, OLDHAM.) | 


MANUFACTURE 


ie STATION-METERS & GOVERNORS | 


lat their Oldham Establishment, which has long possessed the reputation of supplying this description of apparatus of the most | 
|| perfect construction and appropriate design. 
| CONSUMERS GAS-METERS IN CAST-IRON & TINNED SHEET-IRON CASES. 


| } 
| 
{| 
| 
| 


|STREET GOVERNORS, PRESSURE and EXHAUST REGISTERS, TEST GASHOLDERS, | 
| AND EXPERIMENTAL GAS APPARATUS GENERALLY. 











———ae 


W. ARCHER, Manager, Meter Factory, OLDHAM; 
OR TO 
GEORGE RAIT, Managing Director, KINGSLAND ROAD, LONDON. 


THE FARNLEY IRON COMPANY, 


FARNLEY, near LEEDS, 





For information, &c., apply to 
| 


= 











| 
| 
| 
| 


sl 


|| In consequence of the increasing demand for their Retorts, have largely extended this branch of their Fire-Clay Works, and are now prepared to execute ‘* 
|; the most important orders, either for home or export, with great punctuality. : ‘ | 
| The Fire-Clay raised from the Farnley Estate (commonly called_the Wortley bed) is unsurpassed by any other known in the district, and is peculiarly | 
|| well adapted for Retorts, Gas-Ovens, and Fire-Bricks ; and the F, I. Co. beg especially to invite those connected with Gas-Works, who have not yet usad | 
|| their Retorts, to be good enough to favour them with a trial. \ 
The F, I. Cc. generally holdin stock, for immediate supply, Fire-Bricks of every size and kind—Tiles, Sanitary Tubes, Ornamental Terra-Cotta Ware | 





White Facing Bricks, the White, Buff and Salt-Glazed Bricks, &c., &c. fe 
Prices, Drawings, and all other information may be obtained by applying as above, or to fj 
| MR. SUTTON, THE HULL STORES, 463, QUEEN STREET, HULL. | 
| 
! 


C. & W. WALKERS’ 
GAS-VALVES. 








These justly celebrated and well-known Gas-Valves, of the most perfect workmanship and construction, are made at as low a price as any other kind. 
A—Above-ground Screw Gas-Valve, with improved indicator to show when open and shut, is the beat Valve for Purifiers where the most pertect | | 
tightness is required, and for heavy pressure generally. B—Under-ground Screw Gas-Valve. C—Internal Rack Gas-Valve, with pinions of homegeneous 
metal. D—Ordiwary Rack and Pinion Valve, with strong undamageable racks and pinions. 


MIDLAND IRON-WORKS, DONNINGTON, NEAR NEWPORT, SHROPSHIRE, 
AND 8, FINSBURY CIRCUS, LONDON, E.C. 

















= 

















So 








Which can be seen at all the London Gas-Works. Also Liverpool, Manchester, Sheffield, Nottingham, Belfast, Glasgow. Bir- 


| venience it is designed to meet.”—JournaL ov Gas LiguTina. 


Which W. P. and Co. pledge themselves to manufacture with the same quality of materials and workmanship as io theic | 
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THE 


UN IVERSAL EXHIBITION OF ah aa 





1867. 





SILVER MEDAL. 


THOMAS CLOVER & 


DRY GAS-METER MANUFACTURERS, 
214 To 222, ST. JOHN STREET, CLERKENWELL GREEN, 


LONDON, 

















HAVE BEEN AWARDED THE HIGHEST PRIZE FOR 


DRY GAS-METERS, | 


BY THE IMPERIAL COMMISSIONERS FOR THE 


UNIVERSAL EXHIBITION, 1867. 











WILLIAM PARKINSON AND CO. 
(SUCCESSORS TO SAMUEL CROSLEY), 
PATENT WET AND DRY GAS-METER MANUFACTURERS, &c. 
COTTAGE LANE, CITY ROAD, LONDON, E.C. 
Established 1816. 











| 

W. P. and Co. invite especial attention to this Meter, which entirely overcomes the difficulty to which ordinary | 
Wet Meters are subjected, owing to the short range of the Float, which is necessary, in order to meet the requirements || 
of the Sale of Gas Act. rf 


PATENT IMPROVED WET METER. | 





“Tt is well known that n Meters constructed so that the valve will close when the water is drawa off to such a point as to render them 3 per cent. slow 
the lights are liable to be extinguished by the closing of the valve by a sudden increase of pressure. To meet this difficulty, Mr. Pinchbeck has invented an | 
ingenious and simple arrangement by which the action is reversed, and any such increase of pressure,in his Meter, raises the value instead of depressing it. The | 
tact of the improvement having been adopted by Messrs. W. Parkinson and Co. is a sutficient guarantee that it practically and effectually remedies the incon- 


| 
| 


PATENT IMPROVED DRY METER, 


Wet Meter, thereby giving Gas Companies and others the advantage of procuring a first-rate Dry as well as a Wet | 
Meter, which, hitherto, they have been unable to do. 


STATION-METERS AND GOVERNORS. 











TEST GASHOLDERS, EXPERIMENTAL METERS, EXHAUSTER REGULATORS, 








| 
\ 
| 
| 
ingham, Dublin. Bristol, Leeds, Leicester, Brighton, Southampton, Sunderland, Wolverhampton, Bradford, Norwich, &c. = 





MINUTE ee. PRESSURE GAUGES, PHOTOMETERS, PRESSURE REGISTERS, &c. 
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TUESDAY, APRIL 13, 1869, 


fotes upon Passing Events. 


Twe House of Commons has decided not to ask the nation 
for a quarter of a million to build a new House at present, 











although, in the discussion, all seemed agreed that nothing 
but a new House would give every member a place where in a 
great debate he could see the speaker and hear the debate. 
The Houses of Parliament are magnificent specimens of com- 
fort, convenience, and utility all sacrificed to artistic, or to 
use the modern slang term, esthetical ideas. The House of 
Commons is not the original House, because, according to the 
original dimensions, nobody could be heard in it, and it was 
by turns too hot and too cold. At present you can hear 
pretty well; the ventilation leaves little to be desired; the 
temperature is as equable as can be expected in a hall at one 
moment almost empty and the next crammed to suffocation. 
It is one of the difficulties of an architect, in planning a hall 
for debate, that he has to provide for an average thin attend- 


| ance as well as for those great occasions when every member is 
| present, many anxious to take part in, and all to hear the 


debate. But it is not only as a hall for debate that the House 
of Commons is an architectural failure; the accessories are 
most inconveniently arranged. The dining-room, the smoking- 
room, the library, none of them give satisfaction. If a mem- 
ber wishes to post a letter, he must run the gauntlet of all the 
hungry constituents waiting to pounce on him; while, for 
want of an ante-room, there is no convenient place for the 
consultations and conversations which are now carried on in 
the House, often to the serious interruption of public business. 
The chain of difficulties about the dining-room would be best 
got over by arrangements for joint refreshment-rooms with 
the Lords, one kitchen, and two or more rooms. Mr. Edward 
Barry—a clever architect, and a better man ‘of business than 
his father—has made a proposal that would probably meet 
almost every difficulty, if the want of funds did not stand in 
the way-—to build an entirely new House of Commons on a 
space which is available, on a plan which would accommodate 
every M.P. with a good seat, and to convert the present House, 
removing the ceiling introduced for acoustic purposes, to the 
total sacrifice of artistic harmony, into an ante-room for the 
use of members only. He estimates the cost at £120,000, 
but the public have ceased to believe in architects esti- 
mates. The Palace of Westminster was estimated at three- 
quarters of a million. It has cost more than three millions 
and a half. Some M.P.’s said they were afraid that Mr. 
Barry’s estimate might be exceeded by four or five times. 
Mr. Tite, the most eminent authority present, did not re- 
assure the House when he told them that he did not think 
it would be more than double, and that that was a reason- 
able excess. This was enough, and the matter will probably be 
arranged by some trifling alteration of the present hall and 
ante-rooms, until some Chancellor of the Exchequer enjoys 
the benefit of a very buoyant surplus revenue. There is, 
however, just the chance that some dying millionaire, instead 
of the old plan of leaving his fortune to Royalty, or a great 
peer he never saw, or endowing a hospital, “‘a college, or a 
‘‘ cat,” may endeavour to immortalize his name by bequeathing 
his all to build a House of Commons at once convenient 
and architecturally worthy of the nation. Certainly, under no 
circumstances does the principle of competition fail so com- 
pletely as in the financial part of great buildings. According 
to the usual course, a committee, or a board, or a council 
decide to build. They begin by settling that the edifice is to 
cost so much, and then they settle that it shall contain such 
and such accommodation. The architect who honestly pro- 
vides for all contingencies, and the builder who honestly 
estimates on the principle of executing all the work according 
to contract, have not the slightest chance of getting the work. 
A builder in a big thing will find it best to make a shot 
at the contract, and rely on inevitable extras for making 
a profit. If he has a good understanding with the archi- 
tect, where the contract runs into tens of thousands, it is 
next to impossible for a non-professional committee to exercise 
any real control over the total cost. The architect who is not 
scrupulous presents designs and plans of the most attractive 
character, and is so plausible in his explanations, and makes so 
light of difficulties, that the conscientious, far-seeing architect 
has no chance. The prize or work once awarded, the original 
designs become dissolving views. The excavations must be 
deeper, the foundations wider ; more bricks, more stone, more 
iron are required ; and a variety of essentials accidentally omitted | | 
must be supplied. If on the managing committee there isa 
man of taste and influence, it is soon found that a little more 
height to the walls, a little steeper pitch to the roof, a little 
more decoration internally, are most desirable. Very soon the}; 
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original estimate of the honest architect is equalled—then i is 
exceeded—and finally the people who have to pay must think 


at double the original estimate. Too often false economy is 
exercised in the preparation of plans, through not submitting 
them to a competent professional adviser for the preparation of 
instructions to competing architects. In the same way, before 
contractors compete, the quantities should be taken by some 
one of authority. There is a public body which spends a great 
deal of money in building—saves hundreds and loses thousands 
by giving the work of taking out the quantities in tens of 
thousands of pounds to a clerk at a few hundreds a year. 
Penny wisdom and pound foolishness is the characteristic of 
popularly elected administrative bodies. A cheap clerk of 
works often saves at the spigot and lets out at the bung- 
hole. In no profession does candour pay so ill as in archi- 
tecture. 
The distress which at present exists among the labouring 
classes of London, chiefly caused by their having spent all 
they earned, and something more, when wages were enor- 
mous and the demand for work almost unlimited, has revived 
emigration schemes and plans for wholesale deportation at 
Government expense. The most active persons in this move- 
ment are clergymen and briefless barristers, with a train of 
well-meaning, ill-informed philanthropists, who do not take the 
trouble to read up the emigration literature of twenty years 
ago. We cannot extend to this movement any very warm 
sympathy. Meetings to promote emigration, and especially 
Government emigration, will only breed disappointment. In 
the first place, the working classes do not, as they did twenty 
lyears ago, require to be stimulated to emigrate, and scarcely 
ito be informed. Millions of copies of cheap publications 
‘have carried ample accounts of every favourable field for 
colonization into the humblest homes. There is scarcely a 
|workshop—certainly not a village—where some individual has 
‘not a correspondence with a friend or relation settled in the 
‘United States, or Canada, or one of the Australian colonies, 
or New Zealand, or South Africa. Among the working classes 
|there is an extraordinary amount of Freemasonry on subjects 
affecting their wages and comfort. In the next place, no pro- 
‘'bable amount of money to be raised by public subscription can 
‘have an appreciable effect on the dearth of employment. As to 
the chances of a scheme of emigration on a great scale being sup- 
\ported out of Imperial taxation, they are beyond the range of 
\political possibility; no Government would stand that at- 
tempted wholesale diminution of labour at the expense of 
jtaxpayers, and no colony—certainly no independent state— 
| would allow shiploads of paupers (the most useless of labourers) 
||to be shovelled on their shores. Our colonies manage their own 
| colonization, and are naturally very jealous of any interference 
with it. The utmost that can be usefully done to promote the emi- 
gration of the unemployed is to open an office for affording infor- 
‘mation and keeping up a correspondence with trustworthy agents 
in those parts of the world where work is plentiful and wages 
are high. Assistance in money may best be given to individuals 
who wish to join those who have gone before, and successfully 
settled or found employment. There are vast tracts of the 
United States still to be settled, but the seaport towns of 
that republic are severely taxed by their own poor. It is 
cruelty to land a family at New York or Quebec, unless 
arrangements and funds are provided for the inland journey 
to the Tom Tiddler’s land of constant work and high wages. 
Hf Canada comes to an arrangement with the Hudson’s Bay 
Company, it will be to the interest of the Confederacy to revive 
colonization on a great scale. If that is done charitable 
societies may co-operate with advantage with the Canadian 
Government in paying the passage of hard-working fami- 
lies. But the sort of people that Boards of Guardians 
desire to get rid of are just the sort of people that colo- 
nizing countries would decline to receive on any terms. 
The cost of emigration to the Australian and New Zealand 
colonies makes emigration too costly for private societies to 
undertake on a scale of the least importance. But, although 
we deprecate attempts at stimulating wholesale emigration, 
there is no way in which private individuals can more usefully 
and charitably assist industrious persons, with whose merits 
they are personally acquainted, than by helping them to emi- 
grate to some country where labour is in demand. The 
dockyard artisans thrown out of employment by Government 
reductions are proper subjects for assistance. They deserve 























‘;themselves only too happy if the building is completed for use | 


they may be sent to Canada, the greater number will find their 
way to the United States. 

Mr. Robert Rawlinson continues to be unlucky in his! 
judicial duties. His recommendation that the sewage of 
Kingston should be distributed over Ham Fields, having been | 
violently opposed, as was natural it should be, by a number of | 
influential residents, has been rejected by the Home Office. It! 
is painful for a public servant, who has so long had his own! 











way, to find himself under the dominion of Pharaohs who | 
know not Joseph. ' | 

The Courts. of Justice Site Bill has been withdrawn. Public | 
opinion has been so far too much for the lawyer interests, so. 
ably represented by Mr. Edwin Field. It is quite natural that |, 
Mr. Field and _ his clients in and about Lincoln’s Inn should, 
think that the Courts of Justice are to be built for their special || 
convenience, but it seems this view is not to be carried out | 





without a battle. People are asking what is and who is Mr. || 
Shields, C.E., that he should be an overwhelming authority on | | 
a question of site where a great public building is to be erected. | | 
It was an old trick of the Board of Health to create an authority | | 
to support its own views. Mr. Shield, like a sensible man, 
had one word for the Carey Street site and two for himself, in | 
the shape of a grand scheme of a combined street and railway 
to give the access in which the Carey Street site is so obviously | 
deficient. The common sense of the whole question, stripped | | 
of the prejudices of the Lincoln’s Inn lawyer interests, and the 
exaggerations of Sir Charles Trevelyan, is admirably put in | | 
the last letter addressed to the Times by “‘ Civis,” who is cer- || 
tainly an architect, and perhaps an engineer; but why does he 
not give his name, to bear its full weight iz this nicely balanced 
controversy? ‘‘ Civis” says: 

The objects to be secured in the construction of these courts are as follow: | 











—A site which will be most accessible and convenient to the public, and 
which will afford the greatest amount of light, ventilation, and quietude; | 
a building which shall be secure from fire, be quickly and economically | | 
erected, be well adapted for its purpose; and, lastly, be architecturally a / 
credit to the nation. 

The Thames Embankment site he takes to be best for public 
convenience, although not for the pecuniary interests of the Inns 
of Court north of the.Strand. Ventilation and light will also | 
be best secured in abundance on the river side. But at this || 
stage “ Civis”’ differs from Sir Charles Trevelyan and his truly 


official passion for cencentration. He points out that— 

To the minds of ordinary men there seems no necessity that the various 
courts, with their appurtenances and the records, should be combined in 
one-and the same building; the evidence of the army of lawyers, given | 
before the conclave of lawyers with all their bias, shows no real necessity | 
for it. Mr. Bennett, a solicitor, states the reverse clearly and conclusively 
in your columns. Proximity may be useful, and will give all the public 
and. professional convenience that is needed. 

The courts,- offices, and records may, therefore, be divisible. Perhaps 
investigation would show that two, three, or more structures could be raised 
in lieu of one. This would obviate the difficulties as to the available space 
upon the Embankment, for if room for one vast structure cannot be found | 
(which may be doubted), ample room can be found for two or three emaller | 
structures. ae 

If, then, they may. be divided into three buildings, there may be occupa- | 
tion for three architects, and we are more likely to obtain three satisfactory 
buildings of smaller dimensions than oue huge one, however skilled its 
architect may be. Uniformity of style may be obtained, if desirable, with-| 
out identity of design. Each building will be quite large enough to prove | 
the skill of a master, and the competition between three great architects 
may in its results be most serviceable. . en 

Three buildings can be erected simultaneously, and be finished within a | 
reasonable time, while one huge structure may be a generation in hand, | | 
and the architect may even not live to complete it, as was the case with Sir | | 
Charles Barry and the Houses of Parliament. | | 

Three buildings can certainly be raised as cheaply as one, for the laby- || 
rinth of corridors, passages, and areas for light inevitable in one structure, \| 
would be proportionately reduced in smaller buildings; nor in the interests | | 
of the public are such labyrinths desirable. Let any stranger think of his | | 
experience in finding his way about the Houses of Parliament; yet the 
number of departments and offices there is as nothing to those in the in- 
tended courts. A guide or policeman at every angle becomes almost a 
necessity in such vast premises. ) } 

The proposed railway station is made an obstacle; but, like other stations | | 
upon that line, it will be mainly subterranean, and if it be in the way || 
(which may be doubted), let it be moved to the east or west. Many will 
be the passengers it will bring to the courts, and the interests of the public 
and of the company are identical in this matter; but, if not, the minor musé | | 
give way to the major. : 

The vibration from the railway seems to be feared, but no proofs of in- 
jury have ever yet been made public from such vibration. Houses imme- 
diately contiguous to all the railways in London are readily let, which leads 
to the belief that comfort is but little affected, either by the noise or the 
vibration. The foundations of the new courts will be below the railway, 
which is certainly not the case with ordinary buildings; and this will much 
reduce the vibration. 

Briefly, therefore, it appears 
suitable on the score of convenience, for the fac 
and light, and the comparative quietness it will 
extinguishing fires, and for economy and convenience 
the buildings. 

The metropolis and the travelling public have never bad a 











that the Thames Embankment is the most 
the facilities it gives for ventilation 
ensure, for the means of 
in the construction of 








it and they will do well; but there is no doubt that, although 








more satisfactory Budget than that presented by the Chan- 
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cellor of the Exchequer last Thursday. One of the fiercest 
and most powerful of our political gladiators henceforward 
‘takes rank as a statesman and financier, gratefully considered 
by the poorest classes, who of all classes are the most inte- 
rested in cheap locomotion. Alderman Lawrence 
“Shares in the triumph, and partakes the gale.” 

The street cab difficulty has been solved in a manner not 
satisfactory to the great cab proprietors. Public and private 
carriages and horses pay the same reduced duties. It is to be 
hoped that municipalities, or some other authority, will be 
allowed to establish a system of inspection, supported by fines ; 
with that, competition will provide all that is needed in every 
sort of hackney cab and fly. The General Omnibus Company 
must now be very badly managed if it does not pay a good 
dividend. With good dividends, shareholders can afford 
improvements and experiments. The Tramway Company, 
if it gets through Parliament—as we trust it will—will 
have an unexampled revenue. A general rise will take place 
in the price of what are called useful horses. The ingenuity 
of coachmakers will be stimulated in inventing four-wheeled 
carriages that do not weigh more than three hundredweight. 
Country railway stations will now be sure to have some sort 
of conveyance, for every village tavern will have its taxed cart 
or one-horse omnibus; while in those remote districts where 
railroads have not penetrated, stage carriages of some sort 
will be re-established. The number of tired travellers who 
will bless the Budget of Robert Lowe, ex-fellow and tutor of 
Oxford, now the right honourable and a Cabinet Minister, will 
be in tens of thousands. Such are the triumphs of hard work 
directed by a brilliant intellect, and assisted into power by a 
bitter biting tongue. This sort of success is very disgusting 
to your amiable and heavy conscript fathers on either side of 
the House. The Chancellor of the Exchequer holds out hopes 
of a repeal of the railway passenger duties when he has made 
a bargain for concessions with the railways. So far good ; but 
we wonder that, before crowning the triumphs of Mr. Sheridan 
by repealing the fire insurance duties, he did not bargain for 
some system of registration and audit in the interest of the 
public. The wizards and witches of the middle ages were not 
more powerful, or mysterious, or mischievous, than the managers 
of bubble insurance companies. We sometimes burned the 
witches and wizards, but we only send too clever managers to 
the Insolvent Court, there to be prepared for “‘ fresh fields and 
** pastures new.” 








Circular to Gas Companies. 


Tue almost unparalleled frauds of Higgs, the absconded 
cashier of the Great Central Gas Company, continue to form 
the principal topic of conversation in metropolitan gas circles, 
but nothing authentic has yet been made known respecting 
their amount. In this state of uncertainty, rumours, no doubt 
much exaggerated, are circulated, which represent the defalca- 
tions to exceed £80,000, and even the sum of £100,000 is 
mentioned ; but, if they approach even to the first-named 
amount, no mere misappropriation of the company’s receipts 
would account for them, and it is suspected that the frauds 
have been committed by forging duplicate debentures or shares. 
The usual half-yearly meeting of the shareholders is called for 
the 30th inst., by which time, it may be presumed, the whole 
truth will be made public. 


The two Glasgow Gas Companies have agreed to the prin- 
ciple of the offer of the Town Council to give them 9 per cent. 
annuities in exchange for their 10 per cent. shares, and 63 
annuities for their new shares, on which 7} per cent. is 
payable ; but a difference, which threatens to put an end to 
the negotiation, has arisen with respect to the reserve-funds. 
The gas companies, regarding their reserve-funds as accumu- 
lated profits independent of their undertakings, require to 
retain them, to be divided among the shareholders, or to 
receive interest on the amount at the rate of 5 per cent., in 
addition to the proposed annuities. The suspense and reserved 
fund of the old company amounts to £34,299, and the City 
and Suburban Company claim to retain £25,500 standing to 
the credit of similar accounts. At special meetings of the 
shareholders of the two companies, resolutions were passed 
agreeing to accept the offer of the Town Council so far as 
related to the exchange of their shares for annuities, but 
requiring to retain the amounts of the reserved funds, or to 
receive interest on them in addition. The Town Council do 
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not seem inclined to consent to such a condition, and at a 
meeting of that body, on the 1st inst., a resolution was passed 
to the effect that they could not deal with any answer to their 
offer with such a reservation, but that they would give the 
companies an opportunity of withdrawing the objectionable 
condition. Should the gas companies persist in their demand 
to retain the reserved funds, the negotiations, which appeared 
to be so nearly completed, will fall to the ground, and the 
Town Council will proceed with their Bill now before Parlia- 
ment, for power to erect new gas-works in Glasgow. 

The Droylesden Gas Company have consented to sell their 
undertaking to the Manchester Corporation, the condition of 
the transfer being the payment of £15 10s. for each £20 
share, on which £10 only has been paid. Droylesden isa 
straggling manufacturing town, situated between Manchester 
and Ashton, and the Manchester Corporation having power to 
supply gas in a portion of the Droylesden Company’s district, 
they have often come into collision. It has been thought ex- 
pedient, therefore, that the smaller body should be absorbed 
into the larger one. The last dividend paid by the Droylesden 
Company was at the rate of 8 per cent., and the transfer of 
the works appears to have been effected on the basis of 20 
years purchase on the average dividends of 7} per cent., no 
allowance having been made for the prospective premium on 
the uncalled up portion of the capital which the company were 
authorized to raise. 

The Birmingham Gas Company have withdrawn the Bill) 
they were promoting for giving them power to raise additional 
capital, and to extend their district into parishes adjacent to 
the town. The threatened opposition of the Birmingham and 
Staffordshire Gas Company to the extension of the present 
district, and the hostility of owners and occupiers of land in 
the vicinity of the proposed site for new works, are understood 
to have induced the Birmingham Company to withdraw their 
Bill. 

Prompt and cheap decisions are always to be preferred to 
long-delayed and costly lawsuits. It is, therefore, with much 
regret that we notice any such decisions that are not in ac- 
cordance with justice. An instance of this kind occurred 
recently at the Sheerness County Court, in which the Sheppy 
Gas Consumers Company were plaintiffs. The keeper of a 
beershop, in Sheerness, was summoned for the payment of 
£3 Os. 6d., the balance of an account of £5 Os. 6d. for gas 
and meter, credit having been given for £2 paid as a deposit. 
After the supply of gas had commenced the defendant failed 
to pay his promised deposit, and the meter was removed, but 
it was refixed on the following day in the same state. The 
defendant’s excuse for not paying the demand was that he had 
not been shown the index of the meter when it was taken 
away, and that he believed another meter had been substituted 
for it with a different indication. The gas-fitter, confirmed by 
the secretary of the company, stated that the same meter was 
replaced in exactly the same state, and that the meter was a 
new one properly tested and stamped. But the county court 
judge declared it to have been an irregular proceeding to 
remove the meter without showing the defendant the index, 
and, though he had no data to guide him, he deducted 10s. 6d. 
from the account. Such a rough-and-ready way of adminis- 
tering the law is calculated to bring county court justice into 
discredit, and should be protested against for the public benefit 
wherever such cases are known to occur. 


The Paris Gas Company presents one of the most striking 
instances of the result of careful and skilful management in 
foreign gas companies. At the anuual meeting of shareholders, 
on the 25th ult., a dividend of 24 per cent. was declared for the 
year 1868. The gross receipts were reported to have 
amounted to £1,843,770, and the expenses to £993,938 ; the 
net profits for the year were consequently £849,832, which 
sum was sufficient to pay the dividend of 24 per cent., and 
leave a surplus of £17,113 to be carried forward to the next 
account. The present value of a £20 share in the company is 
about £64. 

We recently noticed M. Servier’s admirable translation into | 
French of Dr. Schilling’s excellent ‘‘ Handbuch fiir Gasbe- 
“ leuchtung,”’ and we are now requested to announce that it 
may be procured of Messrs. Dulau and Co., foreign book-|) 
sellers, 37, Soho Square, London. The price is £2 2s. | 

The gas companies of New York have been for some time 
past subjected to persecution more inveterate than any experi- 








enced by the London gas companies, much as the latter have 
reason to complain. In the first place, an inquiry has —_ 
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instituted by a committee appointed by the Legislative 
Assembly, directed against all the gas companies of the city 
and county of New York, of the city of Buffalo, and of the 
city of Brooklyn, the objects of which are to ascertain whether 
the gas supplied by those companies is of such a quality as to 
justify the price charged, and whether the public can be sup- 
plied with gas at a cheaper rate and of superior quality. In 
furtherance of this general investigation, the chairmen, directors, 
and engineers of the companies have been summoned to give 
evidence, and gas consumers have been invited to state their 
grievances. The inquisitorial nature of the proceedings was 
strongly protested against by the president of one of the three 
New York companies, who refused to produce the books of the 
company when ordered to do so, on the ground that the com- 
mittee had no right to examine into the private affairs of any 
gas company. The proceedings were not concluded when the 
last accounts were received ; we shall, therefore, merely notice 
at present a few of the facts relating to the supply of gas in 
New York which were stated by the witnesses. The price of 
gas supplied by the Manhattan Company, which lights the 
central part of the city, is 12s. per 1000 feet, without meter- 
rent; the charge for each of the public lamps is £5 12s. per 
annum ; and the illuminating power of the gas is equal to 14 
candles. The price of coals was last year 36s. per ton, and 
there is a heavy Government tax on the gas, Under these 
circumstances the dividends declared did not during the last 
year exceed 10 per cent. 

Another investigation has also been going on in New York, 
in the hearing of an appeal by the Metroplitan Gas Company 
of that city against a most arbitrary order of the Board of 
Health, which would have compelled the company to close 
their works. The order was “that the business of manufac- 
“‘ turing gas conducted by the Metropolitan Gas Company be 
“* discontinued, except it be conducted by a process of manu- 
“facture that will not allow any deleterious gases or odours 
“« detrimental to health to escape into the external air.” The 
Metropolitan Gas Company, in common with most of the gas 
companies in the United States, adopt the lime process of 
purification, and the object of the Board of Health was to 
compe] the company to purify their gas with hydrated oxide of 
iron, as had been practised for some time by one of the other 
companies that light the city, called the New York Company. 
The attack on the gas companies was commenced last summer, 
it being then directed against the Manhattan Company, which 
is the largest of the three New York gas companies. That 
company also purify their gas with lime, but they evaded the 
order of the Board to discontinue the manufacture of gas by 
promising to adopt a new system by which the offensive smell 
of the foul lime would be prevented from passing into the 
external air. After many experiments, the able chemist of 
that company, Mr. Wurtz, devised a modification of Palmer’s 
plan of ventilating and partially reviving the spent lime, by 
drawing atmospheric air through the purifiers before they are 
opened for the removal of the refuse lime. This system of 
ventilating the foul lime was explained in his report to the 
Manhattan Company, ‘‘On the Comparative Merits of the 
‘Lime and Iron Methods of Purification,” which was first 
made public in this country by being printed in our columns 
in January last. The investigation continued for many days, 
a great part of the chemical evidence being directed to the 
advantages and disadvantages of the purification of gas by 
iron instead of lime; it being contended, on behalf of 
the lime process, that it removes the sulphur and car- 
bonic acid more effectually than iron, and that, even assuming 
that the offensive odours occasioned by the removal of the 
foul lime from the purifiers were injurious to health—which 
was denied—they would not be so injurious as the com- 
bustion of gas which contained the larger quantity of sulphur 
left in it after purification by the iron process. Much of the 
evidence on this part of the subject would be a thrice-told tale 
|to our readers, and the Journay or Gas Licutine was often 
|referred to and quoted in the course of the proceedings. The 
points of most interest were those relating to the system of 
ventilating the spent lime in the purifiers of the Manhattan 
Company, which was stated to have succeeded in removing very 
effectually the offensive small. The engineer of the company 
thus described the practical details of the operation. He said 
the method consisted in oxidizing the foul gas that remains in 
ithe lime after purification. To do that the cover of the purifier 
|is first removed and shifted on one side, and the exhauster is 
|\sPPlied underneath for upwards of two hours. After that the 
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men take out the first tier of sieves, and thus make an opening 
to the bottom of the box on both sides, which allows the 
air to go down underneath, giving a free vent through. 
After it has been worked in that way for one hour it is 
closed off. The exhauster is then run for another hour with 
an opening in the engine-room through the deodorizer 
and out of the chimney, where all the foul gas escapes. 
When three purifiers have been so operated on the material in 
the deodorizer is changed. After the spent lime has gone 
through that process it is nearly inodorous, and no complaints 
have since been made by the public. At the conclusion of the 
evidence on both sides, the counsel for the Metropolitan Com- 
pany said they were willing and anxious to do everything in 
their power to remove all offensiveness, and would adopt the 
iron process of purification if required, but they desired to have 
time to try other processes. It was then agreed to postpone 
the further hearing of the case for two weeks, the company 
stipulating in the meantime to introduce the iron process of 
purification in one half of their purifiers, to ascertain practically 
the relative merits of the two systems. 








Correspondence. 


THE COKE TRADE. 

Sir,—On the 7th of December last, I ventured, with your per- 
mission, to offer to those whom it might concern a few remarks, 
suggested by a long and close observation of the coke trade, as 
connected with the manufacture of gas, and I especially urged 
the importance of an immediate storeage of coke, with a view to 
the alleviation of the then distressing condition of the trade, and 
the proper preparation for the trade which would presently arise. 
When I wrote the weather was mild, the demand for any kind of! 
fuel small, and yet, under compulsion, coke was being produced 
daily in enormous quantities at our metropolitan and provincial 
manufactories. The condition of the trade was, in fact, more de- 
pressed by far than I had portrayed it to be. My observations 
were intended to elucidate average conditions, and would not be 
invalidated by a particular temporary deviation on either side of; 
the line marked out. I could, however, have scarcely asked for a 
more explicit answer to the questions I then started than the 
present season has afforded to us. 

My present communication is simply to ask whether such 
storeage of coke as I have advocated has not in every instance 
been satisfactory? Where adopted, is it not the fact that the 
anxiety and pecuniary sacrifice in mid-winter were alleviated, and 
almost removed? and now are not such stores of the greatest 
service, both to the companies and to the public? Where not 
adopted, will not the average price per chaldron be from 3s. to 4s. 
less on the total quantity of coke sold—a difference represent- 
ing a large per centage on the profits to be divided amongst the 
shareholders, and at the present time of the utmost importance to 
the proprietors of gas companies ? 

I believe, sir, that the more this question is studied, and the 
phenomena of this trade noted, the more will it be seen that both 
company and public are suffering loss of money and potentiality 
of trade from a reluctance (natura), but without sound support) 
to resort to the simple and obvious method of storing in adequate 
quantities, so as to relieve present plethora, and provide future 
support. C. D. SAUNDERs. 

12, Gutter Lane, London, March 30. 








Parliamentary Intelligence. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Monpay, Apri 5, 1869. 

The Oxrorp Gas; Dorkine WATER; MILNROwW GAs; WALTHAM ABBEY 
AND CHESHUNT GAs; WALTON-ON-THAMES AND WEYBRIDGE GAS; ABER- 
DARE AND ABERAMAN Gas; GREAT YARMOUTH WATER; and TRURO WATER 
Bills, were referred to a Select Committee, consisting of Lord Kgerton 
(chairman), Duke of St. Albans, Earl Lauderdale, Earl Dartrey, and Lord 
Wrottesley, who will sit on Monday, April 12, at eleven o'clock 


TuEspAy, APRIL 6, 

The West Ham Gas Bill was brought from the Commons, read a first 
time, and referred to the Examiners. 

The Consett WATER Bill was referred to a Select Committee, consisting 
of the Duke of Somerset (chairman), Earl Abingdon, Lord Abercromby, 
Lord Foxford, and Lord Hartismere, who will sit on Tuesday, April 13, at 
eleven o'clock. 





THURSDAY, APRIL 8. 

The Chairman of Committees informed the House that the opposition to 
the WALTON-ON-THAMES AND WEYBRIDGE Gas Bill, and DorKING WATER 
Bill, had been withdrawn. 

The Maryport Town anp Harsour Gas Bill was bronght from the 
Commons, and read a first time. 

The Oxrorn Gas Bill.—The Viscount Sidmouth will sit in committee on 
this Bill in lieu of the Duke of St. Albans. 

A petition was deposited against the Oxrorp Gas Bill, from the Corpora- 
tion of Oxford. 





Fripay, APRIL 9. 
The Brymso Warer, and the Lamsrra Water Bills, were broughé 
from the Commons, and read a first time. 



































TO GAS AND WATER COMPANIES. 


———S 


Tue following Reports, &c., have been, at various times, reprinted (uniform in size, Demy 8vo, with 
Wrapper) from the Journal of Gas Lighting. Some copies still remain on hand, and can be had by application 
to the Publisher, Wuu1am B. Kina, 11, Bolt Court, Fleet Street, London, E.C., at the prices annexed. 
For single copies postage stamps may be remitted. 




















PARLIAMENTARY PROCEEDINGS. Price. | yy post. 
1860 | Merrororis Gas Acr, 1860.—Speeches and Evidence before Select Committee, and Discussion in both | %- @- & d. 
Houses . ‘ : : ’ ‘ ‘ ‘ . Cloth, gilt lettered | 7 6 8 0 
1866 | Crry (Corporation) Gas, &e., Ixqumy . . Cloth, gilt letterd| 5 0 5 6 
1867 | Merroproxis Gas Acr AMENDMENT Briu.—Evidence before the Select Committee, with the Report presented by 
the Committee to the House; also, the Proceedings before the same Committee upon the Bills of the 
ImpERIAL AND CHARTERED CoMPANIES . Cloth, gilt lettered | 4 0 4 6 
1867 | Merrororis Water Suprrry.—Proceedings before the Select Committee of the House of Commons—Session 
1867—appointed on the East London Water Bills, who were instructed to inquire into the operation 
and results of the Metropolis Water Act, 1852, with an ene of the doen mew by the Committee 
to the House . ; ; a ania lettered | 3 6 4 0 
1869 | House of Lords—Maryienoxe Gas Buu . ° ‘ 1 0 1 0 
1860 Dover Gas Bru. ; ‘ 1 0 t 4 
1859 Ciry or Loxpon Gas Brut 1 0 : 1 
1859 | House of Commons.—Ciry oF Loxpon Gas But 1 0 . 3 
1861 Botton Corporation (Gas) Brix . 1 0 a 
1863 NewcastLE-on-TynzE AND GATESHEAD Eaurraste Gas Bru. 
1864 | House of Lords.—BirrminecuaM AND StarrorpsHiRE Gas BiL1. : 2 : 2 
BremincHaM AnbD Districr Gas Consumers Britt . 1 0 11 
House of Commons.—NorrincuaM Gas BiL1 1 0 1 1 
1865 Baru Gas Brau ‘ . ; . 1 0 i 
Kent Gas Bru 1 6 7 
Fo.kestone, EXeErer, anp Preston Gas Bus . ; © : 2 
Srrovp Gas (Local Government Supplemental, No. 3) Bru 1 0 1 1 
House of Lords.—Lzamincton, Liverroot, anp Ramsporrom Gas Bus 2 0 21 
Haney Gas But . ° , : ° 
Unirep GENERAL (Dusxin) Gas Br 
1866 | House of Commons.—AtprineTon, Hove, anp BRIGHTON Gas, Anp Bricuton anp Hove Generat Gas Buis| 2 0 21 
Suerrretp Unitep Gas Bin ; . : . : ‘ : : i 2 8 : 8 
WanpswortH anp Putney Gas Bit ‘ 1 0 1 1 
House of Lords.—Imrrriat anp EqurraBLe Gas Bris 1 0 : 2s 
House of Commons.—Cuatuam, Rocuester, &c., Gas Brn 1 0 1 1 
Neatu, BryNMAwR, AND Worxsor Gas Bus. ; 2 0 21 
1867 Campringr Gas Bri (before the Referees) . ‘ 1 0 ... 
House of Lords.—Grear Grimspy anp Ricumoxp Gas Brus . 1 0 1 1 
House of Commons.—Sovururort, SHEFFIELD, AND LrEps WATER Brits ) 20 21 
House of Lords.—Repuitt anp Paignton Water Bu11s. : ; 
1869 | House of Lords.—Bripcenp Gas Bri 1 0 
House of Commons.—Maryrort Gas anp Dvxinrretp anp Denton Locat Boarps Bu § 11 
RATING OF GAS AND WATER COMPANIES. 
1850 | Surrey Sessions.—Puanix Gas Company v, Parisn or Curist Cuurcn ‘ 1 0 : £ 
1859 | Court of Queen’s Bench.—_West Minpiesex Warer-Works Company v. Ov PRSEERS OF ” Hampton 1 0 '? 
1857 | Cambridge Borough Sessions.—Camnripce Universiry anp Town Gas Company v. THE GuaxpIans or 
CamBprinGe Union 2 0 21 
1859 Campripor Unrversiry Anp Town Gas Company v. Tus GuARDIANS oF CAMBRIDGE Union (with the Judg- 
ment of the Court of Queen’s Bench on Special Case) ° ° ° , -| 8 @ 2 1 
1859 | Proceedings in Arbitration WaxerrreLp Gas Company v. Overseers or WAKEFIELD . 2 0 21 
1860 | Middlesex Sessions.—Cuarterep Gas Company v. OVERSEERS OF CLERKENWELL 1 0 . 3 
1861 Imper1aL Gas Company v. OVERSEERS OF PADDINGTON . ° . ‘ 3 0 31 
1863 CHARTERED Gas Company v. Parisu oF Sr. LEoNaRD’s ‘ 1 0 . - 
1861 | City of London Sessions.—Cuarterep Gas Company v. THE Overserrs or St. BorouPx 1 0 | 
1849 | West Kent Sessions —Puanrx Gas Company v. Tue Parisu or GREENWICH . 
1865 Puanrx Gas Company v. Tue Parisn or Lex (with the Judgment of the Queen’s “Bench on Special Cs 180) 2 0 21 
OBSTRUCTION OF HIGHWAYS BY LAYING GAS-PIPES. 
1868 | Court of Chancery—Camsripce Universiry AND Town Gasticut Company v, Campripcr Consumers’ Gas 
Company, Limirep, AnD OTHERS ; 20 21 
1860 | Court of Queen’s Bench.—Stroxe FEnTon anp Loneton Gas Company ¢. THE Lonoror Gas Company, Loartep. 20 21 
CHAPMAN v. THE Crays Gas Company . : ° ° ; ‘ ‘ : : ‘ ‘ : ° -| © $ 0 4 
1867 | Progrepmnes at Aupir or Accounts or Stoven Locat Boarp or Heart . ; 6s. per doz.| 0 8 0 9 
1868 | Pustic Lamp ARBITRATION AT GRAVESEND P . 48, per doz.; per post 4s. 6d. ; or 25s. per 100 0 6 07 
1857 | ProcEEDINGS ON THE ARBITRATION BETWEEN THE Great Centra Gas Company anp A, A. Cro11, Esa. 
Cloth, lettered | 5 0 5 6 
1867 | Derects IN THE APPARATUS GENERALLY USED FOR THE DETERMINATION OF BisuLPHIDE OF CARBON IN Coan Gas, 
AND Description oF A New Apparatus For its Estmmation. By Alfred G. Anderson, Esq., Professor of 
Chemistry and Practical Chemistry in Queen’s College, Birmingham. 1 6 17 
1868 | Prorosep WATER Suppty oF Lonpon. Lecture by Dr. Frankland at the Royal Institution, April 3, "1868 (1 O06 07 
EXPERIMENTS ON THE FLow or Gas 1n Lone Prrzs, made in the Works of the Paris Gas Company, by M. Arson, 
Engineer-in-Chief of the Company, assisted by MM. Monard and Honoré. Translated from the Memoirs of 
the Society of Civil Engineers of Paris, by Dr. Pole, F.R.S., Mem. Inst.C.E. . 1 0 cs 
On THE Varieties oF Burners UsEp For ‘Gas Licutrxe, AND RESEARCHES ON THE BEST CONDITIONS FOR THE 
Compustion or Gas. By MM. Paul Audouin and Paul Bérard 1 0 .% 
1860 | Tue Cuemistry or Gas Licutine (with an Appendix containing a Description of the different Processes for the 
Manufacture of Colouring Matters from Coal Tar) 5 . ‘ 3 0 3 2 
Proressor VoELCKER ON THE AGRICULTURAL VALUE OF REFUSE Gas Line . ‘ ° ‘ ° ° per 100 | 10 0 10 6 
Dr. FraNKLAND ON THE IGniTING Potnt oF Coat Gas . , ° ° . . ; ‘ - perdoz.| 0 6 07 
G. Howrrz’s Remarks on Gas From Water, TurF, AND hanes ° : 7 . 
R. M. Curistre on Cray v. Iron Rerorts . e 23 0 3 
Dr. FRanKLAND ON MAGNESIUM 0 2 0 3 
Dr. Fyre anp ALEXANDER WRIGHT ON THE ComPARATIVE VALUE OF Coat ror Purposes oF ILLUMINATION . 0 6 07 
Dr. LerHEesy oN THE ComBusTION oF Gas For Economic Purposes . . ° ° ° ° 04 0 6 
Dr. Fyre on THE MANUFACTURE OF Hyprocarzon Gas From BoGHEaD CANNEL ‘ ' 0 6 07 
VALENTIN oN THE EstmmaTion oF SutpHuR in Coat Gas 0 2 0 3 
Dr. FRANKLAND ON THE SupPLY OF WATER TO THE Merrorotis, 1867 0 4 0 6 
Dr. FRANKLAND on ArtTiIFIctAL ILLuUMrINaTION, 1863. ; ' 0 2 0 3 
Kirr on tHE ManaGEmMEntT of Cray Rerorts, 1862. nate , . 7 —— ‘ , hes 0 7 
On THE Cost anp Suprty or Gas To THE Mxrropo.is. A Letter to the Earl of Carlisle, by a Civil Engineer, 1849. | 0 4 0 6 
On THE Suppty or Gas To THE Merropo.is. A Letter to the Right Hon. G. C. Lewis, by T. G. Barlow, 1859. | 0 4 0 5 
OxBseRVATIONS ON A PAPER READ BY JOHN SHUTILEWORTH, Es@., BEFORE THE Britisu ASSOCIATION, ON THE 
Maxcuester Gas-Wonrks, 1861. 0 3 0 4 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Tuurspay, Aprit 1, 1869. 
A petition was presented against the BripGzND (GLAMORGANSHIRE) Gas 
AND WaTER Bill, from Jane Harriet Nicholl. 





Fray, Apri 2. : 
The West Mrppiesex Water Bill was read a third time, and passed. 
a Maryport Town anp Harsour Gas Bill, as amended, was con- 
sidered. 
The Brrmincuam Gas Bill was withdrawn. 





Tuzspay, Aprit 6. 

The Maryport Tows anp Harsour Gas Bill was read a third time, 
and passed. 

The I_xuey GAs Bill was read a second time, and committed. 

The NorriscuHam WaTER: Braprorp WaTEeR; HUDDERSFIELD WATER; 
‘and Ke1@HLtey Warer Bills, were referred to a Select Committee, con- 
sisting of Mr. Headlam (chairman), Colonel Dyott, Mr. W. Johnston, and 
Mr. Rylands, who will sit on Tuesday, April 13, at twelve o'clock. 

The Mosstey WATER; OLDHAM CorPoRATION WATER, &c.; MANCHESTER 
CorPoraTion WATER-WoRKS AND IMPROVEMENT; and SPALDING WATER 
Bills, were referred to 1 Select Committee, consisting of Sir John Simeon 
(ehairman), Mr. Bathurst, Mr. Norwood, and Mr. Digby, who will sit on 
Tuesday, April 13, at twelve o'clock. 

The Sr. Heten’s Boroucnu Improvement Bill was referred toa Select 
Committee, consisting of Mr. Liddell (chairman), Mr. Waterhouse, Mr. 
ney and Mr. M‘Arthur, who will sit on Thursday, April 15, at twelve 
o'clock. —_— 

WEDNEsDAY, APRIL 7. 
The Harrocarte Gas Bill was read a first time. 





Tacrspay, Aprir. 8. 
The Baymso Water, and the LAMBETH WATER Bills, were read a third 
time, and passed. 


Zegal tiutelligence. 


SHEERNESS COUNTY COURT.—Fripay, Marcu 19. 
(Before J. J. LonspDAue, Esq.) 
SHEPPY GAS CONSUMERS COMPANY, LIMITED, ¥. MILLS. 

This was a claim by the gas company for payment of the sum of £3 0s, 6d., 
the balance of an account for gas supplied to the defendant, the keeper of a 
beershop, in High Street, Blue Town. 

Mr. Wits appeared for the gas company. 

Mr. Marks (the secretary) produced the certificate of incorporation of the 
company. The amount claimed was the balance of an account of £5 0s. 6d., 
for gas and meter hire, credit having been given for £2, paid as a deposit. 

Defendant wished to know what was done with his meter when it was 
removed in December. 

The Secretary said it was refixed precisely as it was removed, on the 
following day. When the defendant applied for a supply of gas a deposit of 
£2 was required. 

Defendant : Yes; I lent them £2 to buy the coals with. 

His Honour: Did he lend yon £2? 

—— SecrETARY: We required a deposit of £2 before we would supply 
him. 

His Honour: Is that usual? 

The Secretary: Not in all cases, your honour, only where we know 
our customers, as in his case. 

His Honour: Did you have £2 of him? 

The SzoretTary: If your honour will allow me to explain the case, I 
required £2, but defendant pleaded poverty, bad times, and his expenses in 
going into business. I consented, when I fixed his meter, to take 10s., and 
he promised to pay the balance of 30s. the following week. I asked him 
repeatedly for this, but could not get it. At last I told him if it was not 
paid I should remove the meter. On the 10th of December I instructed 
the fitter to remove the meter, and he did so. In the evening of that day 
the defendant’s wife paid the money, and the meter was refixed the fol- 
lowing day. 

Robert Hodgson, fitter, in the employ of the company, gave evidence that 
he removed the meter on the 10th of December last, by order of the 
secretary. 

His Honour: What was the register of the meter then? 

Witness: I took no account of it; it is not usual when we expect to 
refix the same meter. 

His Honour: Did you call defendant's attention to the state of the meter 
when you removed it ? 

Witness : I did not see him at all. 

The Szcretary (producing the meter): If your honour will look at the 
meter you will see the inspector’s stamps are on it; it could not be altered 
or tampered with in any way without destroying the stamps. The witness 
I produce had it in his charge, and swears it was not touched between the 
time it was taken off and when it was refixed. 

His Honour (after examining a bill handed to him by the defendant): 
How is it you charge £3 18s. 6d. for gas consumed in nine weeks, and only 
£1 2s. for that consumed in five weeks. 

The Secretary: In the month of December more gas is used than in the 
month of January; and, in addition, on the 3lst of December I pointed out 
to defendant's wife that they were burning gas very extravagantly, that the 
burners they were using were the largest size, consuming over 10 feet per 
hour, aud only used for outside lights by butchers, and recommended her to 
obtain smaller ones, which i believe they did, which fully accounts for their 
consuming less afterwards. 

Defendant denied that the burners had been altered. 

His Honour: I think you ought to be satisfied with an order for £2 10s., 
your not giving the opportunity for the defendant to examine his meter 
when you removed it was a loose way of doing it. 

The Secretary: As an officer of the company I cannot assent to any 
deduction. I have no doubt the gas was consumed. The company go to 
the expense of the best meters they can get, and pay extra to have them 
tested and stamped to secure exactness. The meter of the defendant has 
been re-tested at his request, and re-stamped as correct under the Sales of 
Gas Act. [The certificate of the Government inspector and the Act of 
Parliament were handed to his honour.] 

Defendant handed in a letter sent him by the secretary, to the effect that 
his meter was found to be correct. 

His Honour: The order will be for £2 10s., to be paid 10s. per month, 
and costs on the sum ordered.—Sheerness Guardian. 

















Miscellaneous Pews. 





CHARTERED GASLIGHT AND COKE COMPANY. 

The Half-Yearly Ordinary General Meeting of the Shareholders in this 
Company was held at the Office, Horseferry Road, on Friday, the 2nd inst. 
—Suron Apams Beck, Esq., governor, in the chair. 

The Szcrerary (Mr. Phillips) read the notice convening the meeting 
and the minutes of the last half-yearly meeting. The following report of 
the directors and the statement of accounts, which had been in the hands of 
the shareholders for some time prior to the meeting, were taken as read:— 


In placing before the shareholders the report and acecunts for the half year 
ending on the 3lst of December last, the directors feel it to be their duty, at the 
commencement of a new era in the company’s existence, to enter fully into the 
various circumstances affecting the position of the company, its obligations, powers, 
and prospects. The immediate result of the legislation of last seasion has been to 
reduce, for a time, the profits of the undertaking ; but, so far from causing appre- 
hension of permanent injury, the directors are sanguine in their anticipations of 
future prosperity. 

The City of London Gas Act, 1868, came into operation on the Ist day of October 
last, from which day the illuminating power of the common gas supplied by the 
company was increased to the new parliamentary standard of 14 candles as a 
minimum. In compliance with that Act, a board of referees and a public auditor, 
appointed by the Government, are now actively engaged in the issue of instructions 
for the future guidance of the three companies which are subject to its provisions. 
A chief gas examiner has also been appointed by the local authorities: the requisite 
apparatus will soon be completed, and district examiners, to be hereafter selected, 
will conduct daily tests of the quality of the gas manufactured by the company. 
These arrangements will entail a very considerable annual expense on the company; 
but the directors trust that this official supervision of their proceedings will serve 
to protect them from the costly and harassing agitation from which the gas com- 
panies have so long suffered. 

In common with the proprietary, the directors have to lament a large reduction 
in the profits for the half year, which has been due to circumstances over which 
they have no control, and which have been adverted to in former reports. The 
main cause is the increase of illuminating power required by the General Act of 
last session, which has necessitated a large admixture of cannel coal in the manu- 
facture of the common gas; and while the value of the coke produced has, in 
consequence, been seriously lowered, the average cost of coal has been considerably 
increased. It must be added that the greater brilliancy of the gas now supplied 
has favoured yin ption, and that a winter of unexampled mildness, 
coupled with an unusual depression of trade, has also led to a diminution of the 
general consumption both of gas and coke, the latter having occasionally been only 
saleable at a price little more than nominal. The rental derivable from both these 
sources has, therefore, suffered a material reduction ; and it will be seen, from the 
accounts, that other residual products have also diminished in value. Another 
cause is that the alteration required by the Government auditor in the period for 
closing the half year’s accounts—viz., on the 3lst of December, instead of on the 
25th of that month—has brought within their scope the very heavy working ex- 
penses of the intervening days, amounting to £4284, without including a corre- 
sponding rental. It may also be observed that the amount of capital on which 
dividend is now payable has been slightly increased by the recent call. The falling 
off of revenue which is directly traceable to the three great clauses—viz., increased 
cost of coal, decreased value of products, and reduction of rental, amounts to no 
less than £14,335 in the half year, being of itself equal to a dividend on the com- 
pany’s present capital exceeding 3} per cent. per annum ; and the directors have, 
therefore, with regret, to announce that the balance of profit available enables them 
to recommend a dividend at the rate of 4} per cent. per annum only. 

The directors owe it to themselves and to the officers of the company to point out 
that, in those matters of internal management, such as manufacture of gas, and 
general conduct of the stations, where they are able to exercise a controlling influ- 
ence, the working for the half year exhibits a continued improvement. 


The directors are confirmed in their opinion, so often expressed, that the cost of 
coal is only to be reduced by the disuse of the present stations, more especially 
those supplying the eastern district, and the removal of the {manufacture to the 
new works authorized by the company’s private Act of last session. The directors 
have accordingly commenced, and are now pushing forward with the utmost vigour, 
the construction of those works; and they have the pleasure to state that the 
energy of the contractor, and the facilities which are being afforded by the Com- 
missioners for the Conservancy of the River Thames, leave little room for doubt 
that the manufacture of gas will commence at ‘‘ Beckton” (the name by which the 
company’s new property will hereafter be designated) not later than the middle of 
the year 1870. ‘This site will enable the company to effect a very great saving in 
the cost of coal: an enlarged and improved arrangement of plant will admit of 
the application of machinery to many purposes where the employment of manual 
labour, at higher cost, is now alone practicable, and will ensure a more ecoxomical 
manufacture of gas; while the absence of all neighbourhood will enable the com- 
pany to deal more profitably with their residual products. The new works, which 
will be the largest hitherto constructed, will be equal to an almost unlimited manu- 
facture of gas; and, as economy of production will be in proportion to the volume 
of gas generated, the directors have every reason to anticipate a great improvement 
of dividend as the demand upon their manufacture increases. Among other im- 
portant privileges which have been conferred by Parliament on the company, in 
their private Act of last session, is the power to supply other companies with gas 
in bulk, and to this provision the directors look with much confidence, as a means 
of assisting such companies to husband their capital, and at the same time of de- 
veloping their own resources, and of adding largely to their own revenue. They 
would remind the shareholders that there is no limit, other than that of the Act of 
1860, upon the payment of dividend on the whole of the new share capital which 
the company is authorized to raise ; and they are firm in their belief that the ad- 
vantages of their improved position are such as will enable them, at no distant day 
after the completion of the new works, to return to the payment of a remunerative 
dividend. 

The directors have next to report that, in pursuance of the public Act of last 
session, they have, in concurrence with the directors of the City of London Gas 
Company, laid before the Board of Trade a scheme for the amalgamation of the 
two companies into one. It is well known that the committees of 1867 and 1868 
were strongly in favour of an amalgamation of the various companies, as one means 
of effecting a reduction in their general expenditure, and, consequently, in the 
price of gas to the public ; and the cirectors congratulate the shareholders on having 
made this arrangement, by which the capabilities of the new works will be made 
further productive. The difficulties experienced by this company in the profitable 
manufacture of gas with its present stations, as compared with other companies, 
increases the anxiety of the directors to concentrate their operations at Beckton ; 
but, while deploring the additional burdens with which, for the present, they have 
to contend, the directors do not hesitate to renew the expression of their conviction 
that, after the opening of the new works, an improved state of circumstances will 
arise, and they therefore urge the shareholders not to be discouraged by a tempo- 
rary diminution of profits, but to await the issue with confidence. 

The award of the arbitrator on the claims made against the company in conse- 
quence of the great fire at Saville House, Leicester Square, in the year 1865, has at 
length (and since the closing of the half year’s accounts) been made. The result 
of this protracted litigation has been to declare a liability on the part of the com- 

any to the extent of £20,570, being considerably less than one-half of the amount 
for the recovery of which legal proceedings were originally taken. To meet this 
the directors have in hand, to the credit of the contingent-fund, the sum of 
$7718 2s. 7d., and it is proposed to spread over a period of three years the liquida- 
-tion of the balance of £12,351 17s. 5d. 

The directors, having ceased to make additions to the existing stations, or to do 
more than is necessary for their preservation in good working order, have only 
further to report that, in pursuance of the restriction of the Government auditor, 
the dividend will, in future, be paid less income-tax. 
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THE GASLIGHT AND COKE COMPANY. 
Half Year ending December 31, 1868. 





No. 1. ie SEATEMENE OF SHARE AND LOAN CAPITAL, to Desens ber 31, 1868. 












































Act of Maximum Divi- | - | 
Parliament Description dend Number | Nominal Called Total Amount Total 
regulating the of authorized, or of Shares | Amount of up + not paid up or Amounts 
Capital of Capital. Interest issued. Shares. per Share. | paid Up | unissued. authorized. 
the Company. paid. 
Ordinary shares A. 10 per cent. 12,060 £50 0 0 | £50 0 0 £600,000 | ” £600,000 
* 31 & 32 Ditto A. Ditto. 6,000 50 0 0 H 45 0 0 270,000 £30,000 300,000 
Victoria 3rd, Ditto B. Ditto. 7 j es ee 650,000 650,000 
cap. 106. Mortgage. 4} per cent. | | 100,000 | 200, *000 300,000 
Ditto. oe | és 162, 500 162,500 
* This Act repeals the previous Acts, and consolidates the wee paren te authorized. 
Dr, No. 2.—CAPITAL ACCOUNT, for the Half} Year + alana December 31, 1868, Cr. 
1 Expended Total Certified Received Total 
this to Dec. 31, Receipts to during Receipts to 
| Half Year. 186: June 24, 1868. Half Year. Dec. 31, 1868. 
| 8 a. | . d. S «4 & «#0 at 
To Expenditure to June 24, 1868. . F be | 779,310 911 | By Ordinaryshares, of £50each, 840,000 0 0 os 840,000 0 0 
Since June 24, 1868— | Call due June 24, 1868 | 27,125 0 0 2,875 0 0 | 30,000 0 0 
Lands acquired, including law charges . 200 0 0 | | — 
New mains, including laying, paving, and | | 870,000 0 9 
other works connected with distribution .| 2.12515 9 | Mortgage. . .| 100,000 0 0 100,000 0 0 
Meters (additional), including ted 6 155 5 7 | 
Parliamentary costs. . . . oo. | are | £867,125 © 0 ‘£102,875 0 0 
Interest on loans. . _ 463 2 | 
Preliminary expenses for new works ° | 30213 9 | 
——————-_ 5,899 4 6 
—_— 
Total a cameras ° . | 785,209 14 5 
Balance of capital account. . os . | 184,790 5 7 
£970, 000 00 Total . : £970,000 0 0 
Dr. No. 3.—REVENUE ACCOUNT, for the Half Year ending December 31, 1868. Cr. 
To Manufacture of gas— ro & s. d. § By Sale of gas— s. a. £ 8. d. 
Coals, including carriage, trim ont and) | Common gas (439,020,000 cubic feet), at] 
dues (see Account No. 6) . .| 78,369 2 6 4s. per 1000 cubic feet... .| 87,804 8 0 
Purifying materials, water, &. 53 1410 | Cannel gas (112,010,000 cubic feet), at 
Salaries of superintendents and officers at | 4s. 6d. per 1000 feet. . . 30,803 4 4 
works. . 1,346 711 | Public lighting and under contracts ; 12,326 6 1 
Wages at works (manufacture). 16,601 5 1 | ——_— —_ | 
Repairs and maintenance of works and | | 130,983 18 5 | 
plant, including renewal of retorts, Less baddebts. . . £795 14 2! 
machines, soem, materials, and | Deduct cash received . 27 5 8 | 
labour , inte bate ey ee ae te) 768 8 6 | 
——| 130,165 911 | 
108,507 13 11 Rental of meters. | 2,118 17 3 
Less old materials sold 590 11 | 
107,917 2 11 Sale of residual products— } | 
Distribution of gas— Coke (Account No. 7) .| 15,808 12 7 | 
Repair, maintenance, and renewal of Breeze .| 239 3 8 
mains and service-pipes, including mate-| Tar ‘ 2,100 19 10 
rials, laying and paving, and labour 3,903 0 10 Ammoniacal liquor 357 16 1 
Salaries of inspectors, assistant inspectors, — 
and clerks in Light Office. . 1,669 11 10 | 18,506 12 2 
Meters—repairing, renewing, and refixing 23975 5 9 5 Less bad debts . 33:17 6 € 
omen 8,548 2 1 —_ —. 18,472 14 8 
Public lamps— Te 358 6 10 
Lighting and repairing . . 2,515 16 8 Transfer fees, &c. 13 4 0 
| 
Rents, rates, and taxes— | 
nts é 1,026 10 6 
Rates and taxes J 5,487 10 11 
Income-tax on rents , 4 


Management— 
Directors allowance ° 
Salaries of secretary, _ engineer, ‘and 

office clerks 


Collectors commission. | 
Stationery, printing, and general charges. 732 «1 
Company’s auditors . . 5 é 


Public officers— 


Income-tax on salaries . , 


(Company’s proportion.) 


Gas referces expenses. 
Ditto remuneration , 


Chief gas examiner’s ditto 
Official auditor’s ditto. . 


Law and parliamentary wean 
Law 





Parliament ary (opp ositions) . ; 


£409 9 5 
- Ge} F 






Depreciation-fund for works on leasehold 


lands 


Sick and benevolent fund . 
Annuities to superannuated officers and work-, 


Interest on temporary joan from bankers . 


Balance carried to netrevenue account. . ... » 


Dr. 





T 


o 


Interest on mortgage accrued to 
1868 . 


Less to ‘capital account. 


Income-tax on dividends 
Balance of netrevenue. . 








Dee. 


911 


200 8 


100 0 
63 19 
635 8 
94 9 


~ oo oc 7 


152,882 8 


2 
18,246 4 6 
8 


£151, 128 12 


No. 4. —N ET REVENUE ACCOUNT, for the » Half Year nies December 31, 1868. 


_1g151,128 12 8_|f 












Cr. 





31, 





£& sd. 


1,384 11 7 
655 411 
18,892 9 10 





_g20,982 6 4 








By Balance of net revenue, June 24, 1868. . .| 
Less dividends declared for the half _—— end- 


ing that day 


Balance from Revenue Account, No.3. . . 
Interest on deposit . ‘ es 





No. 5. _INSURANCE-FUND ACCOUNT. 


Sas 4, 
30,701 10 3 


29,400 0 0 | 


—_—— 





(The cor company have at present no qesebini testi} 





£20,982 6 4 


£ s. a. 


1,301 10 3 
18,246 4 6 
1,384 11 7 
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a ———— — 
Dr. No. 54.—DEPRECTIATION-FUND ACCOUNT (for Works on Leasehold Lands), for the Half Year ending December 31, 1868. Cr. 
Ss «& 5 Cl. dy 
ns) Ss Se ON fe ee eee 1,445 3 6 By Balance on June 24, 1868 . . | 1,327 13 0 
| Brought from revenue account 100 0 0 
| Interest on amount invested 1710 6 
£1,445 3 6 £1,445 3 6 
Dr. No. 5z.—CONTINGENT-FUND ACCOUNT, for the Haif Year ending December 31, 1868. Cr. 
£ s 4. & 8. ad || 
To Expenditure in oprosing gas bills 2,508 19 7 By Balance, June 24, 1868 . . 11,530 1b 3 } 
Ditto Saville House actions ...... =. 1,315 9 3 Interest on amount invested 368 5 3 
Ditto accident in Summer Street. . . . . 356 5 1 
4,180 13 11 | 
Rs 6 on em 0 mw bee we wie ew » al Paes i 
£11,898 16 6 —— £11,898 16 6 || 
No. 6.—STATEMENT OF COALS USED during the Half Year ending December 31, 1868. | 
{ ner — ai — i BTS ho 
In Store, Received Used In Store, 
Description of Coal. June 24, 1868. during Half Year. during Half Year Dec. 31, 1868. 
| ai | -_ 
Tons. Tons. | Tons, } Tons. 
0 ee re 8,295 71,591 | 60,680 19,206 
se” ee ee 11,399 10,508 | 13,995 7,912 
| en = = = ———_——_— —— — = — = = ——— = ——OOOOOOO = == ———— ' 
No. 7.—STATEMENT OF RESIDUAL PRODUCTS made and disposed of during the Half Year ending December 31, 1868. i 
| Used in 
In Store, Made Manufacture | Sold In Store, 
June 24, 1868. during Half Year. during Half Year. | during Half Year. Dec. 31, 1868. } 
| —— eer a a ‘er — | 7 / 
{| Coke— | | 
| Camel °°: * 7 fehalérons, 448 68,276 27,839 39,72 | 1,161 
| Breeze Se dre a. 9 200 5,693 871 | 4,153 | 869 
ee eee gallons. 153,545 820,627 a 926,944 37,228 : 
Ammoniacal liquor butts. 187 8,112 | 7,978 321 } 
Dr. GENERAL BALANCE-SHEET, on December 31, 1868. Cr. 
r a @ £ s. a. : s. da, 
To Capital account— By Cash at bankers . 2,209 9 8 
Balance at credit thereof (Account No. 2) . 184,790 5 7 Ditto on deposit . 50,000 0 0 |} 
Net revenue account— | Ditto at interest . 70,637 L 4 |) 
Balance at credit thereof (Account No.4)... . | 18,892 9 10 
Insurarce-fund account— Stores on hand, viz. :— 
Balance at credit thereof (Account No.5)... . . - ee ee ee ne 
Depreciation-fund (for works on leasehold lands)— | Coke and breeze . . ‘ | 488 9 2 } 
3alance at credit thereof (Account No.5a). . . . . .| 1,446 3 6 Tar and other products 8917 5 ' 
Contingent-fund— Sundry stores . . . 4,377 12 5 
Balance at credit thereof (Account No. 5p). . 7,718 2 7 43,685 9 6 
Weete Mavens... «oe s+ to oe 2 oe, s |} SDE Outstanding accounts due to the company,' 
Interest accrued and unpaid on mortgage to Dec. 31, 1868 . 1,847 18 9 viz. :— | 
Amount due for coals and to sundry tradesmen and others . 16,489 18 9 Eieitacspume . . . ew tw tl ltl 90,792 17 3 j 
Ditto to G. C. Glyn, Esq., treasurer . . . . . 25,000 0 0 Coke and otherresiduals. . . . . .| 3,006 6 8 { 
Ditto for wages and contingencies, to Dec. 31, 1868 2,763 15 3 Sundry accounts ote oe 3,829 13 3 } 
97,628 17 2 
| Ship Dispatch | | 82616 6 |} 
£265,077 14 2 £265,077 14 2 
Examined, and found to agree with the books of the company. 7 ~ (Signed) _ J. Sate Barker, | 
March 17, 1869. H. W. Cutsnoim, | Auditors. } 
Henry Yoon, | 
I certify that the balance of net revenue of the Gaslight and Coke Company, for the half year ending Dec. 31, 1868, is £18,429 2s. 8d., and that such amount, 
subject to deduction for income-tax, is applicable to the payment of dividend on the ordinary stock. | 
The sum of £463 7s. 2d. charged to capital, being part of the interest on the mortgage debt, has been deducted by me from the balance of net revenue until the 
propriety of that charge to capital is settled. | 
Cuas. H. Panxus, Oficial Audito 


March 22, 1869. 





form is totally different from what you have been accustomed to receive. 
|| It is the public anditor’s mode of keeping the accounts, and we have 
nothing more to do than to follow his directions, which, I believe, are as 
|| Simple as they possibly can be. With respect to the report, I may say 
|| that it enters fully into the position of the company. We have deemed it 
lj desirable that you should have every information afforded you before this 
|| meeting, especially those of the shareholders who live in the country, and 
| cannot attend, and with this object the directors have presented what they 
| consider to be an ample statement of their proceedings during the past half 
| year. That being the case, I feel that it will be unnecessary for me to 
|; enlarge upon the report; it is before you, and any questions you may be 
|; pleased to ask, I shall have great pleasure in answering when the proper 
|| time arrives. I will now, as usual, give you a few statistics on the working 
of the company, and in doing so I must express our regret that some of the 
items are not so satisfactory as we could wish them to be, but I assure you 
j they arise from circumstances over which we have had no control. By 
| Act of Parliament we are required to give 12 instead of 14 candle gas 
to the public, and that, of course, increases the cost of production to us, 
because we have to buy so much more cannel coal to make it of higher 
illuminating power, besides which people burn so much less with 14 than 
with 12 candle gas. I will now proceed to show you the difference 
in the quantity of coals used and the cost per ton at Christmas, 
1867, comparatively with the returns to December last. During the half 
year ending Christmas, 1867, we used 74,878 tons of coal, at a cost of 
£72,748 (or 19s. 54d. per ton), including 10,864 tons of Boghead and cannel; 
whilst to the end of December, 1868, the coals used amounted to 74,675, at 
a cost of £78,369 (or £1 0s. 113d. per ton), including 13,995 tons of Boghead 
and cannel. These figures show that less coals have been consumed by u 

wards of 200 tons, whilst the cost has increased £5600. The increase in 
cannel and Boghead has been considerable, and that accounts mainly for 
the difference in the cost of the two half years. The decrease in the total 
quantity of coals has been 3 per cent., whilst the increase in cannel has 
been 43 per cent. The gas made up to Christmas, 1867, was 746,996,000 
cubic feet; to December, 1868, 759,160,000 cubic feet; so that the increase 








The Governor: Gentlemen, the statement of accounts in its present | of 1} per cent. in this respect shows that the manufacture was good during 





(Signed) 


the last half year. The quantity of gas made per ton of coals to Christmas, 
1867, was 9976 feet; to December last, 10,100, being an increase of gas per 
ton of coals of nearly 2 per cent., proving again that the manufacture was 
very good. The rental of light in 1867 was £135,444; in 1868, £133,052, 
or a decrease of 13 percent. The increase in the quality will account 
in a great measure for this reduction of rental. It must not be for- 
gotten, too, that our accounts are now made up to the 3lst of December, 
instead of the 25th of that month, so that the heavy expenses of the 
intervening days are included. The products in 1867 realized £24,828; 
last year, £18,505. This is accounted for in a great degree by the in- 
crease of cannel which we are obliged to use, and which makes but 
very little coke; so that you will see we are hit in every way. In 1867, 
the rental per ton of coals used was £1 16s. 2d; in 1868 it was 
£1 15s. 73d., showing a decreased rental per ton of 14 per cent. The 
net cost of coals per ton in 1867, deducting yeatewe, was 12s, 94d; in 1868, 
16s. 0}d., or a difference of 253 per cent. The retorts per ton of coals in 
1867 came to 1s, 3$d.; in 1868, 1s. 04d., showing that the making is good 
by an et of 22 per cent. The general wear and tear per ton of 
coals is shown by a difference of 8 per cent., the figures in 1867 being 2s. 7d. 
and in 1868, 2s.44d. Wages and contingencies per ton of coals in 1867 were 
4s. 54d.; in 1868, 4s. 33d.. this again being in favour of the company. The 
rental realized per 1000fe et in 1867 was 3s. 74d. ; in 1868, 3s. 6d.; and the coke 
for sale in 1867 was 584 per cent. of coal used, whilst in 1868 it was only 54, 
or a difference of 44 per cent., the cannel again coming up and deteriorating 
the prices derived from the sale of the products. The loss of rental seems 
to have told against us considerably. The destruction of Her Majesty's 
Theatre and the closing of the Oxford and Regent Music Halls have caused 
a loss of £2000, our receipts being less by that amount than what ~y 4 were 
last year. We have also had a loss arising from upwards of 190 houses 
having been closed or taken away by the Thames Embankment, the Metre- 
politan Railway, and the Westminster improvements;.so that altogether 
there has been an extraordinary number of unfortunate accidents ing 
the last half year. We hope, however, to obtain a large increase in our 

rental next year, when the new Government offices, Her Majesty’s Theat 
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and the Albert Chambers are finished; so that our payer are good, and 
no doubt we shall then be doing very well indeed. I do not know whether 
I need say anything now about our new works at Beckton, or whether it 
will be best to wait for a time; but with respect to them I may observe that 
we have made most satisfactory contracts for the whole of our works; in- 
deed, some of them are less than the estimates of our engineer, whilst the 
chief contract of all was but a small amount over the figures which he had 
set down. I think that is very satisfactory indeed. We have now 1420 
men at work there, and in another fortnight we expect there will be several 
hundreds more. I must say,in conclusion, that I and the directors regret 
exceedingly the falling off in the dividend; but our hope and belief is 
that, when we get into our new works, we shall not have to encounter 
difficulties which have beset us hitherto. At all events, we are very san- 
guine of future success, and we have not the slightest reason to doubt that 
the dividends we shall be enabled to pay will be such as to meet with the 
entire approbation of the proprietary. I have now to move—“ That this 
meeting do agree with and confirm the report of the directors, and the 
auditors report, and statement of the accounts of the company so trans- 


mitted.” 


The Deputy-Governor (the Hon. R. H. Browne) seconded the motion, 
Mr. R. A. Gray said that the proprietors, no doubt, were prepared to a 
certain extent for the diminution in the dividend, and though it was less 


the falling off. He quite agreed with him that a good day was coming, bu 
whether it would come so soon as had been anticipated he was not pre- 





| | several other peers, and he trusted there would be no repetition of it. 
||apprehension that Victoria Park would suffer injury by their works was 


j|pared to say. This, however, he could state, that if it had not been for the 
scandalous interference of the bishops in the House of Lords, the 4 
n 


would never have been in the position in which they were. By the decisio 
arrived at the gas companies had been placed in serious difficulties, and the 
depreciation of property in consequence had been very great indeed. No 
doubt that whilst the matter was pending the shares of this and other com- 
panies had fallen rapidly, and much loss had been entailed upon the share- 
holders. Gentlemen who had embarked their property in gas undertakings 
must have felt deeply annoyed at the course which legislation had lately 
taken, it having been the means, as he had said, of bringing great and 
serious losses upon them. He hoped that in the future a different course 
would be adopted. Impropriety of conduct on the part of the Bishop of 
London had been pointed out by Lord Redesdale, the Lord Chancellor, _ 
e 


perfectly absurd. It so happened that whilst the bill was in progress the 
gardener from the Victoria Park went to the Temple Gardens, and was 
really astonished to see the state in which they were, for it had been 
thought that vegetation would be destroyed. He (Mr. Gray) thought the 
directors were in no way responsible for the present position of the com- 
pany. They had been forced into an arrangement which was not in 
accordance with their wishes, but necessity had compelled them to adopt 
it. He believed that in time the shareholders would have good dividends; 
at all events, if it should not be the case, he felt they would not have to 
attribute it to any relaxation of duty on the part of their directors. 

Mr. A. K. GzorGe thought the governor’s explanation was not quite so 
satisfactory as some of the proprietors would seem to think. He had said 
that a considerable portion of their difficulties had arisen from the increased 
cost of cannel, and from the decrease in the returns from the sale of their 
residual products—a state of things which he imagined applied to other com- 
panies besides theirs. He would draw the attention of the directors to the 
analogy between their company and the Phoenix. In the Chartered Com- 
pany the cost of coals used during the half year was stated to be £78,369, 
against £42,789 consumed by the Phoenix. Chartered Company, residual 
products, coke sold, £15,000, against the Phoenix £18,000, whilst by the 
former nearly double the value of coals had been consumed. Again, Char- 
tered Company, breeze, £239; Phoenix, £267; whilst with respect to tar the 
difference was still more marked, as in the Chartered returns the amount 
stated was £2100, against £3625 in the Phoenix. The ammoniacal liquor 
sold by the Chartered Company amounted tc £357, out of £78,000 worth of 
coal, against £1072 returned by the Pheenix. These differences, in his 
opinion, showed bad management by the company. 

The Governor, in reply, said that the Phoenix Company, in the first 
place, did not come under the arrangement to supply 14-candle gas, and 
that, of course, made a material difference. It was correct that out of their 
coal, which was set down at £78,369, coke to the value of £15,800 had only 
been sold by the Chartered Company, but it was a matter very easy of ex- 
planation. Their cannel amounted to one-fourth of their whole consump- 
tion, and therefore that accounted for the comparatively small return in the 
way of coke. Besides, the Phoenix Company had water carrlage, which 
enabled them to dispose of their coke to a greater advantage, whilst the 
Chartered Company were obliged to cart it away, and that was one reason 
which had led to their contemplated removal from their present station. 
The price of tar—in fact, it applied to everything in the same way. With 
respect to ammonia, they could not get parties at their eastern station to 
purchase it unless it was of a certain strength; indeed, it was not worth 

their while, they said, to go and cart it away. At the Phoenix works it was 

put into a barge, and conveyed by water without difficulty. Again, the 

Phoenix only gave 12-candle gas, for which they got 5s. and 5s. 6d. per 

1000 feet in the outlying districts, whilst the Chartered Company only 

charged 4s. for 14-candle gas, extending over the whole of their supply. 

The convenience of water-side premises was of considerable advantage to 

gas-works, 

Mr. Gray: Of course the expense of getting coal into the works is greater 

by land than by water. 

Mr. Yoou, one of the auditors, said he thought that the governor had 

satisfactorily explained the two especial points to which the honourable 

proprietor had 
arose in a great measure from the vast difference in respect to cannel, to 
the cost of cartage, and other matters. The statement of accounts he 
could safely say was the best he had ever seen since he had been an 
auditor of the company. The plant had been fully and effectually kept up 
during the half year; and in other matters, such as wages, wear and tear, 
and contingencies, the greatest economy consistent with the proper con- 
duct of the works had been maintained. The wages account, as would be 
seen, exhibited a decrease, and that had been effected by proper super- 
vision—by every man being kept to his work as he ought to be. He had 
previously drawn attention to the large quantity of gas unaccounted for in 
the supply of the company, but on this occasion it was satisfactory to him 
to be able to say that, upon analyzing the accounts for the last half year— 
making due allowance for the six days which the official auditor had 
included—he found that the gas unaccounted for came out less than it had 











than he had anticipated, still he thought that the explanation which had |/ 
been given by the governor had to a great degree accounted satisfactorily cr 


luded.. No doubt the disparity between the two companies | 


and in that was included the whole of the gas consumed on the premises. 
He believed that such a result as that would contrast favourably with the 
returns of any other company in London. It was due to the directors that 
matters such as those should be placed prominently before the proprietors, 
because the accounts were now kept in a form quite different to what they 
had usually been, and it might be difficult, at first glance, for some of the 
shareholders to understand them. 

A SHAREHOLDER thought they were all indebted to the honourable pro- 
prietor who had elicited those remarks from the governor, because it 
showed that the directors were not over sanguine in thinking that until 
the company got into their new works at Beckton the dividends would be 
more than the shareholders had been receiving. Allusion having been 
made to the price of shares, he might say that unfortunately they had been 
as low as 42; but since then they had gradually increased to 55, and this, 
he thought, showed that the company had seen its worst. When they con- 
sidered that the company had always had more to contend against than any 
other company, in not having a water frontage, and consequently had had 
to pay far more dearly for their coal, he did not see anything in the report 
to lead the proprietors to part with their shares at a reduced price. He 
hoped that the shareholders would place every confidence in the directors, 
and not be induced to sell their shares at a loss, but to hold them, and he 
felt sure they would never regret having done so. 

Mr. Doane asked why there appeared in the revenue account an item | 
of £327 17s. 11d. income-tax on salaries, and £11 8s. 4d. on rents. 

The Governor said that that was a matter which one of their auditors 
could more satisfactorily explain than himself. | 

Mr. Yoot said that in previous accounts the income-tax had always beeu | 








charged in one lump sum. The official auditor, however, had separated ; 
them under different heads, the gross, cf course, being precisely the same 
as it was previously. Every clerk and officer of the company received his 
salary net. 

Mr. Doane: Is the remuneration paid to the directors taxed? 

fr. Yoou: Their income-tax is paid also. 

The Governor said he had always prognosticated that during the pro- 
gress of their new undertaking, and until they got there and were in full 
work, the company would have a difficult game to play. They had not 
accepted those terms from the House of Commons because they liked them; | , 
the company could not help themselves, and were obliged to accede to the 
proposals made. Now, he wished to state that they had three stations, not | 
one of which had water carriage; so that they considered, when they got | 
to their new works at Beckton, they would be able to save at least £40,000 
a year in carriage of coals and expense of working—indeed, he was san- | 
guine enough to believe that the amount would be £50,000 or £60,000. | | 
This, of course, would swell the amount to be divided amongst the pro- 
prietors in the shape of dividend; besides which, when they sold their pre- 
sent works, they would get a large sum for them, which would go towards 
a reduction of their capital, and consequently there would not be so large 
an amount to pay dividend upon. Everytime he thought it over, the more 
he became convinced—though it might not be for the next year or two— 
that a great future was before them. ' 

A SHAREHOLDER inquired whether there was any probability of the 4} | 
dividend being improved before the new works came into operation, which 
might be two or three years hence; and whether the company, who had 
earned their present dividend out of gas at 4s., were not compelled, under 
the Act, to supply gas at 3s. 9d. 

The Governor replied in the affirmative. 

The SHAREHOLDER said, if so,did they think they should get a better divi- 
dend than 44 per cent. for the next three years? 

The Governor confidently believed that a better dividend than 44 would 
be paid. 

The SHAREHOLDER said the directors, in their report, expressed a hope 
that things would look better shortly. He wanted to know what grounds 
they had for such a hope. 

The Governor said the directors were led to believe so from the fact that 
greater economy would arise in the working expenses, that there would be 
a reduction in the cost of coals, and an entire saving of cartage. At their 
new works, coals would be brought to their wharf side, and by means of a 
railway would be delivered into the retort-house. In every respect there 
would be a great saving in their working expenses. 

The SHAREHOLDER wished to know what the circumstances were which 
had led to a reduction of the dividend from 10 to 44 per cent. 

The Governor said that all matters were explained in the report. The 
falling off of revenue was directly traceable to three great causes—viz., 
increased cost of coal, decreased value of products, and reduction of rental, 
which amounted to no less than £14,335 in the half year, being of itself 
equal to a dividend on the company’s present capital exceeding 34 per cent. | 
perannum. Then added to that was the working expenses for the six days 
between the 25th and the 31st of December, which had been included in 
their accounts, in accordance with the alteration required by the Govern- 
ment auditor, without including a corresponding rental; so that it made up 
a sum altogether of about £16,500 as the increased cost of the gas they 
supplied to the public. They anticipated being able to prevent such losses 
when their works were opened, and moreover, he mi~ht tell them that at 
present they had completed a contract for their coals tor the next year, by 
which they would save about £8000. 

The SHAREHOLDER: But if there is a reduction in the price from 4s. to 
Ss. 9d.,a great slice will be taken out of that. 

The Governor: Well, supposing it is found that the company cannot 
pay a 10 per cent. dividend, power is reserved to them to go to the Board }; 
of Trade, and to call upon them to give such a price as will enable the com- 
pany to do so. 

The SHAREHOLDER said then they were entitled, in his opinion, to go to 
the Board of Trade at once, and to complain of the losses they had to endure, 
and the great depreciation that had been caused in the property of the 
proprietors. 
The Governor said lighterage and cartage was a large item, amounting 
to upwards of £27,000 per annum, and that was included in the £78,369 
returned as the cost of their coals. The cost of coal to the Phoenix 
Company was only £42,000, according to the figures given by an honour- 
able proprietor. ! 

The motion for the adoption of the report was then agreed to unanimously. 
Mr. Gray: Better things next time. 

The Governor then moved—“ That a dividend at the rate of 44 per cent. 
per annum, for the half year ending on the 3lst of December last, be now 
declared.” ’ 
The Depury-GoveRNor seconded the motion, which was carried 
unanimously. 
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The SecRETary then read the following report: — 
The directors have to report that on the 15th of December last they accepted the 














(ever done before. He was confident that it did not exceed 154 per cent., 
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j wards of fifty years, and he believed that no public institution ever had a “tte having read the notice convening the pre- 
;;more zealous and faithful servant. With Mr. Barkworth he had no personal oman ane Oe. Dens) she bast meeting, it was srapenet that ‘the 
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resignation of Mr. William Blackwell and Mr. Thomas Barkworth, who had been 
upright and zealous officers of the company—the former for a period of over 50 
years, and the latter for a period of nearly 30 years. The salary of each, at the time 
of retirement, was £250 per annum ; and the directors, in consideration of their long 
and faithful service, advanced age, and failing health, felt justified in awarding . ir hand 
them retiring pensions, as follows :—namely, Mr. Blackwell £300 per annum, Mr. | him that those gentlemen deserved every encouragement at their hands, 
ss aggre ¥ np per annum; and they request the confirmation, by the share- | not only as a stimulus to them to — ey further A their = 
olders, of this arrangement. w he ssessed the entire confidence of the 
The directors have further to report that the pension list has, since the commence- ark, bat as en ansusenee that Chay pe 











Mr. Gray could not allow the meeting to separate without proposing a 
special vote of thanks to the governor and directors for the manner in | 
which they had conducted the business of the company during the past 
half year. He thought that all the proprietors present would agree with i| 





ment of the present year, been reduced by the decease of Mr. George Lowe, for- | COMP8ny- . : ‘ 

merly the engi to th any, to whom, during th " sen . The motion having been duly carried, \ : 

holders have pry sotisten dioounen’ of £400 oat ~ gag inden aacal The Governor briefly acknowledged the compliment, and the meeting | 
Mr. C. H. Warp apprehended that though the company was not quite so | 8¢Parated. 

flourishing as it might be, the shareholders would not forget the long and COMMERCIAL GAS COMPANY. 


‘aithful services of the gentlemen who were named in the report. He had : -Y, i 5 i D 
great pleasure in moving—* That the court of directors be emmrenh and BR the easy + emageen, Away — oer ee 
authorized to pay Mr. Blackwell an annuity of £200, and Mr. Barkworth James Hotpeer WILs0Nn Esq. the deputy-chairman, presided, and com- 
an annuity of £150, from tke period respectively of their quitting the service | menced the proceedings by expressing his profound regret that Charles 
of the company, according to the report now read, and during the pleasure Salisbury Butler, Esq., the chairman of the company, was unavoidably | 


of the court.” i i h ti f the | 
Mr. Burts seconded the motion. He had known Mr. Blackwell for up- a saan te Marcin eentne hens pay eth" 


acquaintance, but he believed that no public servant could hold the office seal of the company be affixed, as usual, to the register of shareholders. 
so loug as he had done unless he was an eminent man, Mr. Ruopes asked whether the register had beeu carefully examined by | 
The report was adopted nem. con. the directors 
Mr. R. A. Gray said that the next resolution had been placed in his The CHAIRMAN said it was always examined, and certified to be correct, 
hands—* That, pursuant to the 83rd clause of the Companies Clauses Con- by three of the directors before the half-yearly meetings. 
solidation Act, 1845, incorporated with this companys Act of 1868, the Mr. BrusuFIeExp said there was no doubt some degree of anxiety felt by 
whole of the directors of the company be continued in office, to retire in | the shareholders in consequence of the alleged serious defalcations on the 
accordance with the 88th clause of the said Companies Clauses Consoli- part of an officer of another metropolitan gas company, and it might, 
dation Act. therefore, be satisfactory to the meeting, and save the necessity for farther 


Mr. Warp seconded the motion. Sand ject. i accordi i 
: . cas bject, if he were to state at once that, rding to his 
The Governor said that he and the directors solicited the suffrage of the pane A Aad eanhed yeas he had carefully looked over and capateed 
proprietors, and he sincerely hoped they deserved it. every entry in the register. He was convinced, as the result of that inves- 
| Mr. Gray was satisfied that the directors occupied the same honourable tigation, that it was in the strictest sense of the word correct, and that the 
| position they had always done in the estimation of the proprietors. shareholders were justified in reposing the fullest confidence therein. 


The motion was carried with applause. 
_The Governor thanked the proprietors, on behalf of himself and brother 
directors, for the great and continued favours they had shown them. 


The corporate seal was then affixed toethe register, and the following 
report and statements of account were taken as read :— 


| ‘ 
aap Age The directors report that, during the half year ending the 3lst of December last, 

oa Warp severally proposed, and Mr. H. Rokeby Price seconded, the a net profit has ay realized ssaenedien to 793,118 16s, 3d., and the directors re- 
re-election of Mr. J. Sale Barker, Mr. H. W. Chisholm, and Mr. Henry Yool | commend that a dividend of 5 per cent. for the half year (less income-tax) be 
jas the auditors of the company, which was carried unanimously. | deciared. 
| 








Mr. CutsHoLo briefly returned thanks, The following directors—viz., Richard Bradshaw, William Christie, and Thomas 


; : 3 , si * . igibl av i otice 
| The Governor announced the conclusion of the business, and said that — they, will offer pea aren te he coe gg eA pd REMIT TRE 
if any of the proprietors wished to visit their new works at Beckton, they 


: A Henry Webb, Esq., auditor, retires by rotation, and, being eligible, has given 
could conveniently do so by train on the North Woolwich line. notice that he intends to offer himself for re-election, ” , 
STATEMENT UF ACCOUNTS, 


Showing the Actual State and Condition of the Concerns of the Commercial Gas Company, for the Six Months, ending the 31st day of December, 1868. 
I, Carrtat.—State of the Account at the End of the above Six Months. 


























Statute, or Authority, under which raised. | Number of Shares. Amount per Share. | Paid up per Share. Total Paid up. Total Capital. 
Remnant parts Ab 6 ected Pecan = ae - aM rite hs cette Ge eee ee he ee es eel 
Shares. . . . 2 1 1 eo oe eo « « ofl7,486-2/5ths-1/10th-1/20th | £25 0 0 | £25 0 0 | £437,163 15 0 
3-4/5ths-1/10th | Various. 6610 0 | 
Commercrat Gas Act, | £437,230 5 0 
15 & 16 Vicrorta, cap. 155. |17,490-2 /5ths 1/20th! ] 








II. Revenve.—<Account during the above Six Months. 























RECEIPT. EXPENDITURE. 
Sale of gas— Management— 
At4s.perl000feet. . . . . . £59,541 4 0 Directorsallowances . . . . « £750 0 0 
Publiclighting andcontracts . . 7,557 12 11 Salaries of secretary andclerks . . 1,405 2 8 
— 67,098 16 11 Collectors commission and pay . . 519 6 3 
Sale of residual products— Rent, rates, and taxes of offices. . 50 0 0 
Coke oe © © 6 ow ew © of £11,877 11 8 Stationery, printing, and general 
ee ee ee ke a 151 3 5 ee oo. a. se oe ef 853 12 1 
ale a a aa 658 18 11 Paymenttoauditors ..... 75 0 0 
Ammoniacalliquid. . .... 565 15 7 £3,653 1 0 
‘ 13,253 9 2 Manufacture of gas— 
Miscellaneousreceipts . . . . . . 407 2 8 Coals, includingcarriage, dues, &e, £32,775 1 5 
Purifying materials . ae eS 988 8 5 
. Supervisionandlabour ... . 9,547 8 3 
Tools and otherimplements. . . 340 11 4 
Ordinary repair and maintenance of 
ee ae se 3,217 3 1 
Rents, rates, and taxes of manufac- 
es 6 Sa «ee eS 1,531 19 11 
—_———— 48,450 12 5 
Distribution, including service-mains, pipes, &c.— 
Ordinary repairandmaintenance. . . . . . 3,633 19 1 
Meters— 
Restoringandreplacing. - . . . - - + + 41,189 510 
Law and parliamentary charges . . . ‘ 1.» eS 
Balance for shareholders profit . . . . . . + . «+ 23,118 16 3 
£80,759 8 9 £80,759 8 9 
Reserve-fund, £11,863 19s, 2d.; invested in £13,284 9s. 6d, Consols. : 
We have examined the above accounts, and certify them to be correct. Cuarzes SAtispury Butter, Chairman. 


Groroe Jaques, Secretary. 


The Cuarrman: Gentlemen, if you look at the report you will find it is | the Legislature this session relative to the gas companies, he thought it 
& very short one, but it is generally considered that a short report marks the | was very improper to harass them with parliamentary proceedings, I 
prosperity of accompany. Very painful revelationsare frequently concealed | trust, therefore, that we shall be left in peace for some time to come, and 
beneath a multiplicity of words. But though the report to-day is short, the | not be under the necessity of making further serious outlays of capital in 
balance-sheet will show you that the past half year has not been an un- | maintaining our rights. You will see by the accounts presented to-day 
prosperous one, for, notwithstanding the depression of trade throughout | that, as I foretold yon would be the case, a considerable sum of money— 
& great portion of our district, and notwithstanding the almost unexampled | between £700 and £800 was during the past half year expended in main- | 
mildness of the winter has caused much less gas to be consumed than in | taining our rights and privileges. This money I regard as entirely thrown | 
some previous corresponding half years, our business has been so successful | away, but I trust that for the future we shall find no such charges in our | | 
that by careful manipulation we are enabled to recommend yon to declare | balance-sheet. It will behove us to take advantage of this resting-time to | 
a dividend at the same rate as before. And we are not ovly entitled to this | introduce into our works any improvements which science may suggest, 
dividend of 5 per cent. for the half year out of the clear profits of the under- | so that we may be enabled, if possible, to economize the cost of produc- | 
taking, but we are enabled to carry over a balance of £1200 to the reserve- | tion, and thus, at no distant period, to deliver to the consumers in our’ 
fund. During the past half year we have maintained the illuminating power | district gas of the high illuminating power and at the low rate of charge 
of our gas at upwards of 14 candles, and we have received from all parts | which the Act of last session prescribes for the City of London. We, as 
testimony to the purity and quality of it in every respect. I am exceed- | directors, will be exceedingly happy when we can appear before you and say 
ingly glad to say we are not likely to have any gas agitation this year. Ashort | that the Commercial Company are in a position to deliver gas to the public, | 
time since I was one of a deputation to the President of the Board of Trade | of 16 candles illuminating power, for 3s. 9d. per 1000 cubic feet, and still pay 
on the subject of the metropolis gas supply, and, subsequently, the right | our shareholders their accustomed dividend of 10 per cent. Gentlemen, for 
honourable gentleman, in the House of Commons, made the statesmanlike | us the goal is not far distant; let us strive to arrive atit. I beg uow to 
announcement that the Government having no scheme to place before | move—“ That the report and accounts as forwarded to the shareholders be 
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received, adopted, and entered on the minutes.” I shall now be happy to 
hear any remarks you may have to offer, and to reply to any questions you 
way put. 

Mr. Reppatu seconded the motion. 

Mr. Ruopes asked how it was that the item “Rent, rates, and taxes” 
appeared twice in the revenue account, seeing that the company had only 
one set of works, 

The CHarrman replied that the accounts were made up in the form pre- 
scribed by the Secretary of State. One portion of the rent, rates, and 
taxes referred to the manufactory, the other to the offices and houses. 

Mr. Ruoves observed that there was no item in the accounts for depre- 
| ciation of property, unless it was included in the sums of £3217 and £3633 
| for ordinary repair and maintenance. 

The CHArmMAN said the company had no power to lay aside a sum of 
money for depreciation, but they kept the works in a proper condition of 
ogee by the charges out of income, which appeared in the accounts. 

r. Ruopgs remarked upon the large sum which appeared in the ac- 
counts for law and parliamentary charges. 
| The Cuairman said he had already referred to this. The sum thus 
‘charged was the company’s proportion of the general parliamentary charges 
‘ineurred by the companies during the last session. He hoped that for a 
long time to come such an item would not again appear in the accounts. 

The motion for the adoption of the report was then put, and carried 
unanimously. 

Mr. Witurrr asked how it was that the cheques for the dividends were 
only signed by the secretary of the company, and not by two directors, as 
was usual in large companies. 

| The CuHatrMan said the plan adopted by this company was one which 
the directors believed to be the best and safest. The cheques for the diyi- 
| dends were drawn in numbers, and a list of them, with names corresponding 
;to the numbers, was forwarded to the bankers. The cheques were made 
| payable to the order of the proprietors for whom they were respectively 
| designed, and as they were crossed, and thus only presentable through a 
pty seemed as though every precaution was taken which could be 
esired. 

Mr. Wi.err said the observations of the chairman did not quite meet 
his question, Without in the slightest degree reflecting upon the secretary, 
lhe thought it would be better if some of the directors signed the cheques 
a of leaving the issue of them entirely with him. 

The Cuarrman said that was not the case. Before any dividend war- 
rants were issued from the office, the books were most carefully examined 
by the directors. Although in his opinion the system adopted was as perfect 
as could be, yet if the honourable proprietor could offer any suggestion 
for improvement to the board, they would be happy to consider it with a 
view to its adoption. 

Mr. Repparu thought that as the cheques were all made payable to 
order and crossed, the proprietors had the utmost security which the board 
could offer them, 

Mr. Brusurietp said he was much pleased to find that the proprietors 

| were alive to the importance of an efficient control of their affairs in all 
departments, and he could assure Mr. Willett that the directors were as 
anxious as any one present on the subject, and would gladly listen to any 
, Suggestions which promised any advantage in this respect. He had already 
stated that the register of shareholders was periodically examined by three 
| of the directors, and he might add that all the cheques drawn for payment 
jor dividend were examined by the register to see that they corresponded 
and were correct in every particular. 

Mr. Bearp said, as a shareholder in another metropolitan gas company, 
_in which it was alleged serious defalcations had occurred, he naturally felt 
anxious that every precaution should be taken to prevent the possibility of 
jerror; and, in the present crisis of affairs, he thought it would be well if the 
directors promised to countersign all cheques for the future. 

A Proprirror said, whatever alterations were made, he hoped the board 
would not adopt the system of drawing cheques for dividends which was 
‘adopted in the company just referred to, by which a witness was required 
| to ne of the proprietor in whose favour the cheque was made 
| payable. 

The CHARMAN said the directors were fully aware of the importance of 
| the subject referred to by the honourable proprietor. 

Mr. Witxert thought it better that there should be an instruction from 
the meeting to: the board that in future all cheques be signed by two 
directors, aud he moved a resolution to that effect, which was seconded by 
Mr. Bear. 

The Cuarrman at once said, if it was the general feeling of the meeting that 























The Crratrmay, in rising to move the adoption of the report and ac- 





counts, said: Gentlemen, really I have little to say to you on this occasion, 
inasmuch as I think there can be little doubt in your minds that the report 
,and accounts speak for themselves. I can, therefore, only point out one or 
| two instanees where I think our affairs would look a great deal better and 
jhealthier than they do, But we cannot make the inhabitants leave off 
| their tricks, and become honest, and pay us'that to which we are entitled 
for lighting their public lamps, which amounts to £2275 14s.1d. We have 
iried every means to get our account settled, but have not been, as yet, 














there should be the signatures of two directors to the dividend warrants, 
the board would not object to it. He presumed that, on the present occa- 
sion, the proprietors would desire the ordinary course to be adopted, so as 
to prevent delay in the payment of the dividends. He then moved—* That. 
a dividend at the rate of 5 per cent. for the half year be declared, payable 
on Monday next.” 

The motion was put, and carried unanimously. 

The retiring directors, Messrs. Bradshaw, Christie, and Lulham, and the 
retiring auditor, Mr. Webb, were severally re-elected. 

Mr. Witterr said he observed that the directors had £23,000 in the 
hands of the bankers of the company, the Central Bank of London. 

The CuarrMAn was glad to know that they had, because on the following 
Monday a very large sum of money would be required to pay the dividerds 
with. 

2 PURER asked whether the company had any security from the 
bank. 

The Crrammay said they had a bond for £20,000 with three sureties. 

Mr. Cunistie, on behalf of the re-elected directors, returned thanks, 
Having been for years engaged with their colleagues in endeavouring to 
bring about the present wholesome condition of the company’s affairs, and 
making it what it now was—one of the most important companies in the 
metropolis—it was a great gratification to them to receive the renewal 
of the confidence of the proprietors when their term of office expired. 
During the last few years gas companies had had much difficulty to con- 
tend with in the unjustifiable attacks made upon them, and in the agitation 
which had Leen encouraged for obtaining good gas at a lower rate than 
that at which it could possibly be supplied. The directors of this and 
other companies knew perfectly well that the success of their undertakings 
depended entirely, as in the cas2 of every other manufactory throughout 
the country, upon their being able to supply the best article at the lowest 
remunerative price, and that their true policy was to make such reductions 
from time to time as they were able to afford it. He was old enough to re- 
member when gas was sold at 15s. per 1000 cubic feet, of a quality inferior to 
that which the consumers now obtained for 4s. He was sure it was the 
earnest wish of every member of the board to meet the views of the public 
in this respect, consistently witi the maintenance of the dividend to 
which the proprietors were entitled. 

Mr. Wess», the re-elected auditor, in returning thanks, said that he and 
his colleagues had most carefully examined the accounts, item by item, 
and had seen every voucher and document relating to them, and he had 
muck pleasure in assuring the proprietors of their entire correctness. 

Mr. Smrpson moved a vote of thanks to the directors for their able ma- 
nagement of the affuirs of the company, and to Mr. Wilson for the courteous 
manner in which he had filled the office of chairman on that oceasion. 

Mr. Reppatu seconded the motion, at the same time expressing regret 
at the absence of Mr. Butler, especially under the peculiarly painful cir- 
cumstances which had rendered that absence necessary. 

The resolution was very cordially adopted. 

The CuarrMAn having suitably acknowledged the vote, the proceedings 
terminated. 





OTTOMAN GAS COMPANY, LIMITED. 

The Ordinary Half-Yearly Meeting of the Shareholders in this Company 
took place on Monday, the 5th of April, at the City Terminus Hotel, for the 
purpose of receiving a report and statement of accounts from the directors 
up to the 31st of December last. S. Apams Brox, Esq., presided. 

The Secrerary (Mr. Arthur J. King) read the notice convening the 
meeting. The minutes of the twelfth half-yearly meeting were then read 
and confirmed, and the report and statement of accounts were taken as 
read :— 


The directors herewith present the audited statement of accounts for the half 
year ending Dec. 31, 1868. 

The public lighting (with the exception of four lamps) has been in abeyance 
during the whole of the half year. 

The inhabitants complain loudly of the cessation of the lighting, and are urgent 
for its renewal. A memorial, signed by more than 300 of the principal inhabitants, 
has been presented to the municipality, urging the authorities to come to terms 
with the company. As yet, however, the directors are unable to report a successful 
issue of negotiations; and they are at present engaged in appealing to the supreme 
authority at Constantinople for redress of their long-standing grievances. 

The accounts for private lighting amount to £1644 18s. 6d., and the profits 
have sufficed to pay the interest on the debentures and all charges, leaving a balance 
of £69 0s. 7d. 

The directors retiring by rotation are S. Adams Beck, Esq., and Henry Deffell, 
Esq., who, being eligible, offer themselves for re-election. 

The auditors, &. 2. Rowsell, Esq., and George Allin, Esq., also retire from office, 
but, being eMgible, offer themselves for re-election. 





Dr. BALANCE-SHEET, December 31, 1868. Cr. 
NR ik ok ta. og Mae la . £50,000 0 0 ee ee ae en - £40,413 5 9 
aii s 9: ie Wid Ame <a @ ace es ee Concession and preliminary expenses . . . . « « 16,888 910 
ee ee ee ee re eee PSS et Se a ee 8,909 12 11 
Amount owing for publiclights . . . . ... . £2,27514 1 
Sundry debtors ‘ke oe SO @ «@ ‘ 1,917 4 2 
Gs ac ok a: a a sae eh ow le 281 3 3 
ae ae ie ae ee ee ee oe 12410 3 
Profit and loss—balance from last account £144 2 6 
Less profitthishalfyear . . . . . 69 0 7 
—- - 75 111 
£65,885 2 2 £65,885 2 2 
Dr. PROFIT AND LOSS ACCOUNT, July 1 to December 31, 1868. Cr. 
eo ee eee eee ee £703 9 4 By Gas-rentals— 
Wages and expenses, Smyrna. . . . 623 1 General consumers. . . . . £1,644 18 6 
—— £1,326 10 5 Pubteligiis; 2 2 0 oe ws 1218 2 
Imtereston debentures . 2 5 8 8 0 et tt 403 10 0 ee ee ee ee 269 14 7 
eee ne ee ae ee ee 4616 9 ——_ 1,927 ll 3 
Depreciation of metersatrental, . ...... 1912 5 Net profit on fittings, &e. . . . 0 © 6 © es © & 15218 4 
ei ek levine ndte tins ts. % ai-xhy ode 00 917 1 ES ies ux. Ri he he atin Wer J cde hn, oh 015 0 
hatte be tt a ae 6. eh ee 27:16 7 
Rent, salaries, auditors, printing, stationery, and office 
expenses, London. . ..... e & gery 178 0 9 
ee ee a ee ee Gi 0 7 
£2,081 4 7 £2,081 4 7 


able to succeed, as they are more ingenious than we are, and ree 
sort to all sorts of tricks to evade payment of their liability tc 
us. They also make use of all sorts of promises to induge us 
to light their public lamps again; but we have made up ou 
minds not to relight them until they either give us the money we are 
entitled to or some security for the lighting. The profit and loss balance on 
the last account was £144 2s. 6d., showing a less profit on the Smyrna 
account this half year of £69 0s. 7d., against a loss of £160 last year. So, 
therefore, you will perceive that we are in a better position. We canwot,; 
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however, hold out any hopes at present that we shall be able to make these 
parties pay us directly. Indeed, we are subject to a great deal of annoy- 
ance and vexation, inasmuch as certain persons at Smyrna are endeavouring 
to prevent us laying down our mains, and otherwise obstructing us if we do 
not relight their public lamps. We have upplied to the consul at Smyrna 
and also to the Secretary for Foreign Affairs, for protection, and no doubt 
shall be able to succeed. I may also state, too, that they have endeavoured 
to get petroleum introduced at Smyrna for the purpose of lighting the 
public lamps, but in this they failed, as the tender was so much higher 
than ours, and therefore would not pay them. I have not anything more 
to state at present that I am aware of, and will not therefore take up your 
time any further, but at once move the adoption of the report and accounts, 

Mr. Horner seconded the resolution. 

The Cuarrman observed that a municipality had been formed at Smyrna, 
but they were squabbling among themselves, and the report of their agent 
was that the municipality was in bad odour. 

Mr. Noprs: Do we receive our accounts from our private customers? 

The CHAIRMAN replied in the affimative. He also stated that the com- 
| pany’s manager at Smyrna had obtained a largely increased appointment at 
Bombay, in the gas-works. The company would lose his services in July 
next, but no time would be lost in obtaining the services of another efficient 
manager. 

Mr. RowsEtt thought it would be advisable to employ a native manager, 
as he would be in a better position to understand the people’s habits. 

The CiairMan thought differently. He hoped, however, that publio 
opinion would make the people honest, and pay for the lighting. They 
were trying to put the screw on the company, so as to make them sell 
their works, 

The resolution for adopting the report was then carried. 

The retiring directors—Mr. S. Adams Beck and Mr. Henry Deffell—were 
then re-elected unanimously. 

Mr. Nopgs then moved, and Mr. SHaw seconded, the re-election of the 
auditors, which was carried unanimously. 

Mr. Rowse t, in replying to his re-election, said the accounts were kept 
in avery satisfactory manner by their secretary, Mr. King, who was a 
thoroughly efficient officer, and if he did not wish him a better berth, it 
was because he wished him to remain in the service of the company. With 
regard to their undertaking generally, he did not think there was any need 
to be at all out of heart about it. It was true they had had a long waiting 
time, and he hoped they would be rewarded some time, for he believed the 
pat. wr to be irreproachable, and that sooner or later the shareholders 
would achieve an important success, 

The CHarrMan then said that he should not feel justified in breaking up 
the meeting without doing justice to their officers. He could speak in 
the highest terms of their secre for he had the highest opinion of 
Mr. King’s judgment and ability. He could also speak in high terms of 
their engineer, who had given up a great deal of time without receiving 
remuneration, and was at all times willing to render his assistance. He 
hoped, therefore, that the meeting would join with him in passing a cordial 
vote of thanks to those gentlemen for their services, and especially to the 
secretary, Mr. King. 

Dr. 
To Gas-rental— 











September 20. . . . 2 6 « £14,643 8 7 
December 25 . So 26,787 6 11 
—— £41,430 15 6 
Residual products ee oe ee oe 11,018 18 4 
Miscellancousreceipts . . . « « © ec e ce 1,203 14 11 
£53,653 8 9 


Dr. 
To Reserve-fund . 


6 © © © 8 tw 8 8 8 8 8 6 nt; 008 8 0 
ee ee ee a ee ee ee ee ee ee 716 12 6G 
a toes. Be = “ee 2 0-46 6S & ae 
EL, 5 "s ‘5S % 0 @ &@ © ’s.. 0 > 7,593 0 5 
Capital. . : + ee ws we ws Fe Sas 
Revenue acooumt. . . « » 2 © © © © © f le (16,080 10 1 
Dividend ditto ae e+ © ® 30 9 6 
Sundry creditors, . a ; Be al 3,717 17 7 


£300,987 10 1 


The Cuamrman: Gentlemen, I beg to move—* That the report and 
accounts now submitted be received and entered on the minutes.” If any 
gentleman has any question to ask upon the accounts I shali be happy to 
answer him. 

A Proprizror: What has been received from the estate of the late Sir 
Charles Price? 

The Cuarrman: Eight shillings in the pound. 

The Propriuror: 1s there any hope of a further dividend? 

The Secretary: I do not think there is? 

The Proprietor: Then I presume you have written off the balance? 
The Cuarrman: Yes; which makes our accounts so much the more 
sound and healthy. 

Mr. Gray: In the report just submitted to us it is stated that the direc- 
tors have consented to certain modifications in the bill for which they are 
making application to Parliament, and that, having made those modifica- 
ticns, they hope they shall be able to secure the passing of the bill. Would 
there be any impropriety in my asking what those modifications are? 

The Cuarrman; There are a great many. 
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This resolution was seconded by Mr. RowseEtt, and carried posnimenaiy. 

The Secretary (Mr. King), in responding, said he was exceedingly 
obliged to the chairman for the terms in which his name had been men- 
tioned. He certainly did take a great deal of interest in the company, 
although it was not a very pleasant thing to be connected with a company 
which had not for a long time paid any dividend; but, as Mr, Rowsell had 
said, the company was sound in constitution, and he thought there was no 
doubt that, with patience, it would merge into a prosperous state. 

A cordial vote of thanks was then passed to the chairman, and the 
meeting separated, ‘ 


SOUTH METROPOLITAN GASLIGHT AND COKE COMPANY. 

The Half-Yearly Ordinary Meeting of the Proprietors was held at the 
London Tavern, on Monday, April 5—T. B. Smupson, Esq., in the chair. 

The Secrerary (Mr. Livesey) read the notice convening the present 
meeting, and the minutes of the last meeting. The seal of the company 
was affixed to the register of proprietors, and the following report and 
statements of account were read :— 


The proprietors will, no doubt, recollect that at the last ordinary meeting the 
directors reported additional capital would be required to carry on the business of 
the company, arising from the new buildings within the district, and the increased 

ption of the pany’s gas. It will also be recollected that, at a special 
meeting in the month of November last, the directors further informed the pro- 
prietors that the usual parliamentary notices had been given for that purpose. 

Since then a bill has been introduced into the House of Commons, and read the 
first and second times, and the directors hope it will very shortly be before a com- 
mittee, the only petition against it being from the Metropolitan Board of Works. 

The directors, in promoting this bill, had no other object in view than to obtain 
power to raise additional capital to meet the requirements of the Metropolis Gas 
Act of 1860; but as they felt it would be useless to endeavour to pass a bill through 
the House of Commons for that purpose only, they have inserted the clauses of the 
Metropolis Gas Act of 1868, respecting price, purity, and quality, subject to some 
minor alterations which, from their fairness and moderation, the directors hope will 
be sanctioned by Parliament. 

By the report of the parochial ex 8 
above the parliamentary standard of the Act 
invariably found it free from the ordinary impurities of 
hydrogen. 

The income of the year for gas supplied is in excess of the year 1867 by upwards 
of £3000, but the receipts for products are nearly £1000 less, arising principally 
from the unusual mild weather during the period when the quantity made is neces- 
sarily very large. 

The rental for gas and the receipts for products, &c., for the half year to the 3lst 
of December Jast, amount to £53,653 8s. 9d., and the expenditure for the same 
period to £40,592 8s, 1ld., leaving a balance of £13,060 19s. 10d. for payment of the 
usual dividend. 

The directors do not contemplate any great outlay this year, but it will be ad- 
visable to erect some additional apparatus for purifying; and it may be necessary, 
in order to meet the constant demand for gas in the country district, to extend and 
enlarge some of the mains. To cover these expenses, and to increase the working 
capital of the company, a call must be made immediately after the authority of 
Parli it has been obtained for the purpose. 

In accordance with the company’s Act of Parliament, one director and one auditor 
retire from office at this meeting. John Ewart, Esq., as director, and A. F, Paull, 
Esq., as auditor, will therefore retire accordingly; but these gentlemen, being 
eligible, have given notice of their intention to offer themselves for re-election. 
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By Directorsandauditors . . . ....+-+-s + £650 0 0 
Salaries and commissions . of gt Ve itil e* & 1,614 19 2 
ns 2» wes sd & wee & Mec 1,628 2 5 
Stationery and generalcharges . . .... . . 2212 7 6 
Supervision and labour . . +o & 656.9 <0,) a ae 
Tools and implements a a oe ae Oa 398 14 6 
Repair and maintenance a a ae ee ee ee ClUlelCe 
Purifying and labour ee Ee Big 24410 0 
QComleqeseememea. «4 2 s oc tw te 0 te lw ow lw o MRO: 8 
Main-pipes repairedandrelaid . . . . . «6 « « 388 4 1 
Service-pipes ditto ditto fs «2 a & 337 15 2 
Meters exchanged and repaired . . . . . «© « 876 12 8 
Distribution . ee Oe ee - « « 2,488 15 0 
Bad debts and allowances . > i an 302 1 6 
Balance, . . « « oe ere @ te - « « 18,060 19 10 

£53,653 8 9 = | 
Cr. f 
By Works and plant . « + « « » £203,28016 5 
Frechold io 2 eh * 6 Hy 35,547 17 2 
£238,828 13 7 
Amount due to the company for— 
7as . . . . « « « £27,140 16 2 
Products . ° ° ° 8 832 0 56 
Sundries , e+ e 294 14 10 
Interest . . a a « 316 4 4 
. — 283,583 15 9 
Stock— 
Coals . . ee 6 £7,295 5 10 
Products , ee 687 10 0 
Mains. .. — 1,069 10 5 
Service-pipe . P . 273 10 10 
Meters ‘ s&s 1,529 19 9 
n 10,855 16 10 
Cash— 
AtbBankers . . . 0 « « « «© «&8,619 311 
In hand for freight and petty cash . 300 0 0 
——— 2,719 3 11 
Pe... «6 « 6 6. i oo. ... 8 20,000 0 0 
£300,987 10 1 
The Secreranry: The principal is the substitution of a 3s. 6d. maximum 





price for 14-candle gas instead of 4s. 

A Proprirtor: Are you in possession of information as to any intended 
general legislation during the present session which is likely to affect the | 
interests of the company ? 

The CHARMAN; I believe there is no prospect of any legislation this, 
session, except such as is promoted by the companies themselves. The | 
Imperial, the Great Central, and the South Metropolitan Companies have 
each a bill in Parliament. There is no compulsory legislation threatened | 
against us. 

A Prorrirtor: Is the opposition of the Metropolitan Board to our bill | 
at all of a serious character, or might some arrangement be come to which | | 
would induce them to withdraw their petition ? | 
The Cuarrman: The only answer I can give to that question is that | 
their petition is a very strong one, and their requisitions are open to a 
great many objections on our part. At the same time it is impossible for 
us to say what they may be disposed to accept in committee. As yet tho 
committee on the bill is not appointed, and till that is done we cannot tell 
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what may be the course jof events. With reference to the state of our 
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company’s affairs, I have really very little to say beyond what is contained 
to any chairman, to have to preside over a com 
have been so long in smooth waters that we have little else to say to you 
when we meet than that our prosperity continues, that our business in- 
creases, that our customers are satisfied, and that after paying you the fall 
amount of dividend to which you are fairly and honestly entitled, we still 
have a small balance of profit in hand. I am quite sure of this, that if we, and 
probably all the other metropolitan gas companies, had been left alone, and 


tion out of doors, which has involved us in considerable expenses, we should 
have been able by this time to reduce the price of gas to the consumers. 
And not only have we been put to this expense, but our time has been so 
constantly occupied, and our attention distracted by these proceedings, that 
we have been unable to give that consideration to many minor matters 
which would have been for the benefit of the public, whereas I doubt very 
much whether if such terms as were imposed upon the City gas companies 
were extended to the whole of the metropolis the public would have gained 
very much in the end, although the companies might be subjected to great 
inconvenience and embarrassment in the conduct of their affairs. As far 
as our application to Parliament is concerned, we have only to hope that 
we shall be allowed, as the Chartered Company were last session, to divide 
10 per cent. upon our new capital; but if the condition of obtaining it is 
that we shall supply 16-candle gas for 33. 9d., I doubt whether we shall be 
able to approach our maximum. I am aware that there is a power of zevi- 
sion in their bill, and we should have been very glad if we could have waited 
until the result of the experiment had been tried in their case before apply- 
ing to Parliament; but our necessities are such that we were compelled to 
go, and in doing so we must to some extent submit to the conditions of 
recent legislation, although, as my friend, Mr. Gray, knows, some of the 
clauses in the Act of last session are most obnoxious, and will be very 
difficult to carry out. 

_Captain Hennina: I believe some of the companies are only allowed to 
divide 7 per cent. upon their new capital. 

The Cnatrman: The Chartered Gas Company's Act of last session gives 
them 10 per cent., and we hope the same measure of justice will be meted 
tous. There is only one petition against our bill. Of course, if the vestries 
had been discontented with our proceedings, they would, as they were urged 
to do, have petitioned, and therefore we have a right to presume—indeed, 
we know that they are perfectly satisfied with our proceedings in every 
respect, which is a source of great satisfaction to us. 

Captain Heatuorn: I think that we may trust to the Legislature putting 
us on an equality with other companies, some of whom have not the whole 
of their capital paid up, so as to render the future amalgamation of the 
companies more easy. 

Mr. Gray: I look upon the accounts which have been presented to-day 
as extremely satisfactory, and I can only repeat the opinion I have so often 
expressed here, that there is no company in London or elsewhere that is 
better managed or more successful than the South Metropolitan Gas Com- 
pany. There is a very proper supervision of your officers, and there is no 
fear whatever that you will ever find yourselves in a similar position to 
that of another metropolitan company at the present moment. I believe 
there are many days of prosperity before this company, and I do not expect 
that you will have a very onerous.duty to perform when you go with your 
bill before the select committee of the House of Commons, Indeed, my 
opinion is that they are heartily sick of the whole question, and if they could 
get rid of it altogether the better they would like it. 

A Proprietor: What is the necessity for raising the new capital? 

The Cuatrman: We really want the money for the purpose of carrying 
on our business.. The district which we supply is increasing every day; 
new customers are springing up, and we require to lay down mains to 
supply them. 

The notion for the adoption of the report having been seconded, was then 
put, and carried unanimously. 

The Cuatrman: The next resolution is—“ That a dividend at the rate of 
10 per cent. per annum be paid upon the capital of the company, and that 
cheques for the same be forwarded to the proprietors on the 8th inst.” 

The motion was unanimously adopted. 








To Purchase of gas-works, and amount expended, as per 
account, June 30last. . . . . . £516,067 14 5 
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By Revenue derived from gas and meter rent 


selves on the results of the past half year, and now that we are gradually 
overcoming the difficulties by which we were surrounded in the earlier 
stages of our operations, and which gave so much anxiety to the board, I 
think we may reasonably calculate on the continuance, if not on the in- 








The Cuarrman said: I think we have great reason to congratulate our- 
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not “harassed ”—to use the language of Mr. Bright—with continual agita- | 
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Mr. Ewart, the retiring director, and Mr. Paull, the retiring auditor, were 


in the report just read to you. It is very satisfactory to me, as it would be | severally re-elected, and they each returned thanks. 
y of this description. We | 


Mr. Maveuan: Allow me, before the proprietors separate, to propose— 
“That the cordial thanks of the meeting be given to thé chairman and 
directors for their able management of the affairs of the company during 
the past six months.” 

Mr. Gray: I shall have much pleasure in seconding it. 

The motion was unanimously adopted. 

The CHAIRMAN: Gentlemen, we receive with much pleasure these marks 
of your esteem and friendship, and trust that in the future conduct of the 
company’s affairs we shall continue to deserve your confidence. With 
regard to our colleague, Mr. Ewart, I am very much pleased to see our 
friend here to-day; I was afraid he would be compelled to be absent on 
official duty, he being this year the High Sheriff of Cumberland. He will 
have to be away from us for a little while, but we are sure that we shall 
have the full benefit of his services when he returns, : 

On the motion of Mr. MAUGHAN, the thanks of the proprietors were given 
to Mr. Livesey, the secretary and manager of the company, for the very 
able manner in which he had discharged the duties of his office. 

Mr. Livesey acknowledged the vote. He said: I thank you, gentlemen, 
most sincerely for your kind recognition of my services. I hope I shall 
long contmue to enjoy your confidence and to witness the prosperity of the 
company. 

The proceedings then terminated. 





ALLIANCE AND DUBLIN CONSUMERS GAS COMPANY. 


The Half-Yearly Meeting of the Directors and Shareholders was held 
on Wednesday, the 31st ult., at the Company's Offices, Grafton Street— 
Alderman Dents Moy ay, J.P., in the chair. 

The Secrerary (Mr. Stevenson) read the directors report for the past 
half year, as follows:— 

The directors have herewith the pleasure of submitting to the proprietors the 
balance-sheet and profit and loss account for the half year terminating the 31st of 
December last, and in doing so have to congratulate them on the steady advance of 
the company’s business. 

On comparing the present with the corresponding account of last year, it will be 
seen that in gas and meter rental there is an increase of over £1700; but, on the 
other hand, owing, among other adverse causes, to the mildness of the season, 
there has been a falling off in the sales of products to the amount of £3000. 

In the report submitted to the proprietors in September last, the directors gave 
expression to the hope that the measures then in progress for improving the manu- 
factariag and distributing processes would secure the confidence, and give addi- 
tional accommodation to the public, and they have now the satisfaction of stating 
that their anticipations have been more than realized. 

Throughout the entire period to which the accounts refer the requirements of the 
consumers have been adequately met, the quality of the gas fully maintained, and 
the contract for the public lighting carried out to the satisfaction of the Lighting 
Committee of the Town Council. 

‘The works and plant of the several stations have been kept in good order, the 
machinery maintained in a thoroughly effective condition, and appliances which 
experience and science have shown to be useful, either as the means of cheapening 
or increasing production, have been brought into action. 

The several improvements initiated by the board have been carefully and sedu- 
lously prosecuted, and although, from their very nature and extent, still in a state 
of development, the board are confident they have been attended with the most 
beneficial results. 

The attention of the board is still anxiously directed to the reorganization of the 
street-mains, and the reduction of the leakage account; and they expect further 
and still more satisfactory progress will be made with these important operations 
during the summer; much of the future prosperity of the company is involved in 
their being prudently carried out, and no exertions-shall be spared to bring them 
to a speedy and successful termination. . 

Having thus briefly adverted to the operations of the company during the half 
year, the board have only to direct the attention of the proprietors to the accounts 
now submitted to them, and especially to the profit and loss account, showing a net 
gain, after providing for = of interest on the bonds, of £14,020 7s. 2d., from 
which they recommend the payment, free of income-tax, of a pro raté dividend on 
the pone classes of shares, at the rate of 7 per cent. per annum. 

Messrs. Mullins, Reynolds, Pim, and Stokes, the directors who go out by rota- 
tion, have announced their intention of offering themselves for re-election, and are 
eligible accordingly. 

Mr. F. Asken,. one of your auditors, who retires from office this day, is also 
eligible to be re-elected. 


Dr. BALANCE-SHEET, Half Year ending December 31, 1868. Cr. 
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crease, of the prosperity which is apparent on the fave of the accounts now 
submitted to the meeting. The report states in plaia and emphatic terms 
what your directors have done during the past six months, and although it 
does not indulge in any very exaggerated anticipations as to the fature, | 
have no doubt myself that we are entering on a new and more satisfactory 
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career. I may, however, state that I do not think you will bein the enjoy- 
ment of the full advantages which the new works are capable of conferring 
on the public and the proprietors until the meeting of this time twelve 
months, when I hope that all our improvements will be finished and effected, 
and all the capabilities of the works will be in profitable operation. I think 
the report goes so fully into matters of detail that I need do little more 
than direct your attention to it. It states, and states truly, that we have 
maintained the quality of the gas during the winter; but I think I may go 
a little further, and state that the reports of the corporate officer show that 
the illuminating power of the gas has generally been in excess of the par- 
liamentary standard. The report also states that the machinery and plant 
of the several stations have been kept in good condition, and that we have 
adopted every invention which science or experience has shown to be useful 
in cheapening or increasing production. It also states that we have given 
great attention to the reduction of the leakage account, and I can confirm 
this because I find, on going over the carbonizing returns, that the leakage 
is 4); per cent. less this half year than it was this time twelve months. This 
leakage question is one of great moment and great importance to gas com- 
panies, and it will be our object and our aim to reduce it toa minimum, 
and by so doing add very considerably to our profits. The board have 
adopted other means, and taken other measures, for increasing the prcs- 
perity of the company, and I trust and hope that by the exercise of a wise 
apd prudent economy, and a vigilant supervision on the part of the board 
and officers, we shall soon be as successful as our best friends could desire. 
Perhaps I should state that we enter this day on a new system of manage- 
ment of the works. From henceforward all the stations will be under the 
superintendence of one engineer, a gentleman of high reputation and expe- 
rience in his profession, and from whose labours we anticipate the most 
favourable results. The chairman concluded by moving the adoption of 
the report and accounts. 

Mr, James Pim: I beg to second the motion, and in doing so I will take 
the liberty of making a few observations. In consequence of observations 
made at the last meeting I ‘did not feel at all satisfied unless I went 
thoroughly into the working of the whole of our concern, and I resolved 
to do so as much for my own satisfaction as for the satisfaction of the pro- 
prietary. I did go through all the working, and I can now tell you the 
results of my examination. I will take the different heads of the accounts 
furnished to you, and I commence with the last half year of the working of 
the old Alliance Gas Company—that is June, 1866. At that time the item 
of coals carbonized was 40} per cent. At the first half year of the new or 
amalgamated company, December, 1867, supplying 16-candle gas, according 
to our contract, our per centage of carbonized coal was 53. That was 
owing to our determination to keep up to the standard of gas, no matter 
what the expense, and we used a great deal of coal that cost us 60s. per 
ton. The next half year, June, 1868, the figure was 47 per cent.; and last 
half year it was 48} per cent., and from the information I got I look forward 
to the per centage going down to the original figure I took of between 40 
and 42 per cent. With respect to wages, they, of course, naturally increased 
with the large increase of our establishment, and the extensive alterations 
and improvements carried out. During the last half year of the Alliance 
Company the wages were 7§ per cent., and now they are 10 per cent., and I 
look to their being still larger this time twelve months. There was com- 
ment at the last half-yearly meeting on the item of “ Salaries, directors, 
secretary, and clerks.” I have gone thoroughly into that, and I find that 
that item — the last half year of the old company was 6 per cent. 
During the first half year of the amalgamated company it was 4 per cent.; 
during the next, 33; and now it is 3). Again, in this item of “Salaries 
of directors, secretary, &c.,” there is included £490 belonging to our 
manager and assistant officers at our works—£490 on sixteen half years. 
Instead of our clerks working on one another, as was said to me outside, I 
find they have more to do than they are well able to do. We issue up- 
wards of 60,000 accounts in the year—we take over the counter £62,000. 
1 have gone into the working over-hours also, aud I find that the over- 
work for the last half year was 736 hours. That shows you, gentlemen, 
that our clerks are not idle; if they were working on one another they 
would probably be amusing themselves in the streets instead of working 
over-hours. The next head is “Charges, collectors commission.” ‘That is 
about the same as before. We pay our collectors a certain commission, 
and the item is 3 per cent. on the rental. “Wear and tear and meters” is « 
very important item, and that we have reduced from 8? per cent. to 7§ per 
cent. The item of interest relates to the interest on bonds. We can say 
nothing as to that. The most important thing in our business arrange- 
ments is the saving of money, the non-making of bad debts. ‘That I have 
gone into also. I find that during the last half year of the Alliance Com- 
pany the bad debts stood at 2? per cent.; the first half year of the new 
company the figure was I per cent.; the next half year, 13 per cent.; and 
during the last half year it was % per cent. I think, therefore, you will 
say that all these important items to be looked after have been well attended 
to by your directors, and I have no hesitation in saying that they will be 
as well attended to, if not even better, in the future. Though I do not 
think we can expect the very low figure of bad debts to be still further 
reduced, I think, sir, I need not say anything more. The statement I have 
made is a practical one, which the shareholders understand, and with 
which, I believe, they have just reason to feel much satisfaction. 

The Cuarrman then moved that the report and accounts be received 
and adopted, which was carried unanimously. 

The CHairMAN next moved that a pro ratd dividend at the rate of 7 per 
cent. per annum, free of income-tax, be paid on the several classes of 
shares out of the profits of the past half year, the dividend to be payable on 
and after the 22nd of April next. 

Sir Jonn Gray, M.P., seconded the resolution, which was adopted. 

Dr. WALLER observed that he was at first disposed to consider the 
dividend of 7 per cent. per annum too high, but finding that trey hada 
reserve-fund of £16,000, which, of itself, would have given a dividend of 
8 per cent. per annum, he could not say it was not right that they should 
devote their whole profits this half year to dividend. He would have been 
well pleased with 6 instead of 7 per cent. 

Mr. GeorGE Smiru said the mecting was remarkable in this, that it did 
not seem to include the important and useful institution known as the 
dissentient shareholder, The dissentient shareholder was sometimes useful 
in extracting information and encouraging others to express their opinions. 
On this occasion he did not put in an appearance, simply because the ground 
was cut from under him; he was not needed to get information, and the 
only expression of opinion he could elicit would be one of perfect satisfac- 
tion at the present position and future prospects of the company. He (Mr. 
Smith) thought the report read was extremely gratifying, and the practical 
statement of Mr. Pim was deserving of attention. One item was ve' 
important. It appeared that in the half year ending June, 1867, the ex- 
penses of management, including the remuneration of the directors, the 





salaries of various officers, &c., were equal to 6 per cent. per annum of the 
rental, while the same expenses for the year ending December, 1868, when | 
an increase might be expected, three companies having been amalgamated, 
were only a shade over 3 per cent. The company appeared to be making! 
sure and steady progress, and the hopes held out twelve months ago were 
beginning to blossom. It was also very satisfactory that there was a lull 
in the storm of letters published about them in the newspapers. The / 
writers of such letters had either become more enlightened, or discovered that 
the deficiencies of which they complained so bitterly existed, to a certain | 
extent, in their fittings, and to a greater extent, probably, in their imagi- 
nations, The directors had left nothing undone to meet the interests of the | 
consumers and the public, and the time had fairly arrived when they might 
devote their attention to the interests of the shareholders. He considered 
the increased dividend to be paid on this occasion as the harbinger ofa 
speedy return to the substantial dividend of olden times. He had an idea 
that 10 per cent. was not very far off. They would have gone very near it 
this time, only that coke was not much in demand during the half year. 
But everything was tending towards 10 per cent. All their works were in 
perfect order, and the concern was second to none in the United Kingdom. 
Every element essential to prosperity existed. Their staff of officers was 
most efficient and zealous,and there was an excellent directory. Any 
shareholder who visited the works, as he sometimes did, would be amply 
repaid for his trouble by the gratification he would experience in seeing 
everywhere the most admirable system, the most perfect working and regu- 
larity in all the departments, and appliances for their business that could 
not be sur, d. Having said so much of the company, there was another 
matter he wished to say a word upon. He thought the lighting of the 
principal thoroughfares of the city was simply disgraceful, The gas company 
were not to blame. They were quite willing and ready to do their part, 
but he thought the corporation were very much to blame. He saw present 
some influential members of that body; and perhaps Mr. Devitt would walk 
into him soon, and ask where the money was to come from. But he thought 
it possible to secure for the better lighting of College Green and Dame Street 
the aid of the various banks and insurance offices, and of the university, 
and possibly also the aid of that useful institution known as Madden's. He 
did not himself often visit College Green in the evening; but, knowing that 
improvement was needed, he was quite willing to pay his quota. Inde- 

ndent of his interest in the company, he felt a special interest in the 
fighting of the metropolis, from the fact that the person who, 25 years ago, 
was mainly instrumental in introducing gas into the city, in the face of a 
very strong opposition, wasa near relative of his—the late Alderman Smith. 
He would not compare the old with the new corporation, for comparisons 
were odious, but he commended this matter of the better lighting of their 
thoroughfares to Sir John Gray and Mr. Devitt, feeling certain that if they 
took it up they would effect the needed improvement. 

Dr. WALLER moved the re-election of the outgoing directors, Messrs. 
Mullins, Reynolds, Pim, and Stokes. Nothing could be said against the 
suitability of these gentlemen. They were earnest and energetic, and had 
the best interests of the company at heart. He felt great pleasure in moving 
their re-election. 

Mr. D'Arcy seconded the resolution. 

The CuHarrMAN could assure the proprietors that the gentlemen in ques- 
tion were most useful members of the board, and attended on all occasions. 

The resolution was passed unanimously. 

The outgoing auditor, Mr. F. Asken, having been re-elected, 

Mr. Siru said he felt peculiar satisfaction in moving—* That the thanks 
of the meeting be given to the board of directors for their successful 
management of the company’s affairs.” 

Mr. T. CiirForD seconded the resolution, which was passed unanimously. 

The Vice-CHarrMAN (Mr. Boyce, D.L.) having been called to the second 
chair, 

Sir Joun Gray begged, as one of the fellow-labourers of Alderman Moylan, 
to move that the thanks of the meeting be given to him for his dignified 
conduct in the chair, and in doing so he would take the opportunity ot 
testifying to the great care and attention which Alderman Moylan paid to 
the business of the company, and the anxious zeal he always exhibited to 
bring its affairs to a satisfactory conclusion. The unanimity of the meeting 
that day was tolerable evidence of the successful manner in which Alder- 
man Moylan and his colleagues at the board directed the company’s affairs. 


Alderman Devitt, J.P., claimed the privilege of seconding the resolu- 
tion. He had known Alderman Moylan for many years, not only in con- 
nexion with that institute, but with others, and in all Sir John Gray said of 
him he fully concurred. In referring to some observations of Mr. Smith, 
he (Alderman Devitt) would remind that gentleman that Dublin was the 
earliest closing city in Europe, and that its public lighting was not assisted 
by private lighting at all. Mr. Smith had stated that he did not often visit 
College Green in the evening. If he did he would find that at six o’clock, 
while it was yet daylight, nearly all the shops were shut. In other cities, 
especially on the Continent, business would be only commencing at that 
time. It should be remembered, too, that the only fund the corporation 
had for paving, lighting, and cleansing was the 2s. rate, which was not at 
all adequate to the calls on it. Mr. Smith had spoken of banks and iu- 
surance offices subscribing to get College Green better lighted. There was 
nothing to prevent them doing so. ‘The corporation would co-operate with 
them in every way if they supplied the sinews of war. But, as he had said. 
the corporation had not funds at their disposal to spend in extra lighting, 
In fact, owing to Griffith’s valuation being only three-fourths of the real 
value, the 2s. rate was, in truth, but 1s, 6d.,and he could conscientiously 
say, in the presence of Alderman Moylan, the senior member of the corpo- 
ration, that that body did the very best they possibly could with every 
shilling at their disposal. 

The resolution was passed by acclamation. 

Alderman Moywan returned thanks, and the proceedings then termi- 
nated.— Freeman's Journal. 





A LARGE GASHOLDER FoR AUSTRALIA.—Messrs, Laidlaw and Son, Barrow- 
field Iron- Works, Glasgow have just completed the largest gasholder ever 
made in Scotland, for the Collingwood and Fitzroy Gas Company, Melbourne, 
Victoria, to the order of Mr. Alexander Kennedy Smith, civil engineer, 
Melbourne. The gasholder is 160 feet in diameter, by 25 feet dee Cringle 
lift), and when full of gas will contain nearly 600,000 cubic feet. When in 
operation it will be supported and guided by 16 massive cast-iron columns, 
263 feet high and 26 inches diameter, braced together at the top with 16 
wrought-iron lattice girders, 30 feet long. ‘I'he columns are cast in one piece, 
and weigh about 3} tonseach. The crown is supported by an internal frame- 
work of T, angle, and round iron, radiating from the centre post to the kerb, 
= is so arranged that when braced up the crown will support itself without 
the gas. 
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PHENIX GASLIGHT AND COKE COMPANY. 


The Adjourned ey tig f Meeting of Proprietors of this Company was 
held on Wednesday, April 7, at the Bridge House Hotel, Southwark— 
Epwarp Horner, £sq., in the chair. 

The Secretary (Mr. I. A. Crookenden) read the notice convening the 
meeting, and the minutes of the last general, special, and pro formd 
meetings. 

On the usual motion—* That the seal of the company be affixed to the 

ister of proprietors,” 

i . Ruopes inquired whether the register had been examined, 

The Crarrman said it had been very carefully examined by the Ac- 
counts Committee, which consisted of five directors. 

The register was then duly sealed. 

The following report, with the statements of accounts annexed, was 
presented :— 

Prior to submitting the accounts, the directors beg to express their deep regret at 
a J pod loss the company has sustained by the death of its late esteemed chairman, 


. Jo , Esq. 

The following resolution was passed at the special general mecting held on the 
16th of December last :— 

*¢ That this meeting receives with profound sorrow and regret the announcement 
of the sudden and tinexpected death of John Edward Johnson, a late chairman 
of the company, and hereby records its high sense of his invaria ie courtesy and 
pre-eminent ability while filling that important post, and the great loss the com- 
pany has sustained by reason of the deprivation of his services.’’ 
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Coalsusel, . «© © «© « « 
Materialssupplied . . . . 
Lawexpenses. . ... «4 
Meters—repairs and renewals 


To £42,789 0 0 


7 
. 
. 
. 


ee ak ee ee 
Leasehold-fund . . . 
SE Sr er eo Sar er ae 
Directors, £1000 ; auditors, £50 
Gaeyws,..« « © © © «@ 
PUY eee ae 
Bad debts and allowances . 
Intereston bonds ... 
Dittoonloams. . . . . 
Net profit. 1. 6 i + «@ 


Ge & 6.8 9 © 6 Clibions. ¢ 
Ge¢ee®-@ 0 6 oe tHe 0 & 
eererreeoe®eteee 
cowosrovcea 

os a 
-OCeonawocorcceo 


Se we ~s 6 @ eke 


. 
. 
. 
. 
. 
. 


. 
. 
. 
. 
. 

. 


£121,091 5 8 
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£1,915 19 
30,047 8 


£1,009,217 7 6 


The CHAtrmMAN: Gentlemen, it is now my duty to move—“ That the 
report and accounts be received, adopted, and entered on the minutes.” 
In me ge I feel it incumbent on me, in the first place, to say a word or 
two with reference to the gentleman who formerly occupied this chair; 
and this leads me to speak of years gone by, for there is but one director 
now on the board besides myself who was a director at the time when the 
late Mr. Johnson was originally elected. Those were days of competition 
and small profits, but, fortunately for us, within a year or two after Mr. 
Johnson joined the board the system of districting was proposed. The 
companies found out that it was a useless thing to pursue their former 
policy, which, while it was ruinous to themselves, secured no compensating 
benefit to the public, and it was proposed by this company to the other 
companies in the district that we should cease to carry on the competition 
which had prevailed, and that we should adopt a better mode of proceeding 
both for ourselves and the public whom we supplied. As you may very 
readily suppose, the transactions arising out of that change were such as 
required great ability and great tact. I do believe myself, having been a 
director of this company for some years previously, that if we had not been 
so fortunate as to have Mr. Johnson to conduct those negotiations, they 
would never have been carried out in the efficient and satisfactory manner 
in which they were conducted. There is no doubt that, in performing their 
part in the business, this company had to make great sacrifices; but, as you 
all know, we have since reaped great advantages to ourselves from the ar- 
rangement, for while we have been able to secure for our consumers a 
supply of good gas at 4s. instead of 4s. 6d. per 1000 cubic feet, we have 
been placed in a position to give to our proprietors the dividend which the 
Act of Parliament allows. A great deal of the merit of this is due to Mr. 
Johnson; and more than that, the companies on the other side of the water, 
seeing the success which had arisen from our mode of procedure, did as we 
did, and have reaped a corresponding advantage from the arrangement. And 
then, with regard to the affairs of this company especially, I think I may 








ABSTRACT OF THE TRADE ACCOUNT, Half Year to December 31, 1868, 
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ABSTRACT OF THE BALANCE-SHEET, December 31, 1868. 
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** Audited,” 





The directors submit herewith the trade account and balance-sheet to the 31st of 
December last. 

The rental for the half year is more than £5000 in excess of that preceding it, 
which is mainly attributable to the large increase in the number of new buildings in 
the suburban districts. Consequent upon the increase in the consumption of gas, 
and the obligation (under peer) See upon the company to give a full supply 
of gas to all consumers, it will necessary to erect an additional gasholder at 
Kennington Lane, and to largely increase the means of distribution by a considerable 
extension of m: hs 

Capital will be required for the contemplated works, and a call of 5 per cent..-upon 
the new stock will probably be made payable in the autumn. 

In November last the Board of Trade inserted parliamentary notices in the papers 
of their intention to obtain powers of the widest description respecting the metro- 
politan gas companies; but it has since been ascertained that the notices were 
merely to allow of legislation if considered advisable, and that the Board of Trade 
have no intention to initiate legislative action upon the subject. 

The net amount of profit on the half year’s trading is £36,047 8s. ld., which, 
added to the undivided balance of £1915 19s. 8d., after paying dividends in October 
last, makes a total of £37,963 7s. 9d. to the credit of profit and loss as per that 
account; out of which your directors recommend that dividends be declared as 


follows—viz : 
On the £20 divided shares, 10 per cent. per annum. 
New stock iP ” 9 
», . Capitalized stock 5 $e ” 
Less income-tax, leaving an undivided balance of £2638 7s. 9d. 
At this meeting all the directors retire, but seven must be re-elected; the remain- 
ing three, also the auditor, offer themselves for re-election. __ 
Another auditor is to be elected in the room of Mr, G. D. Gibbes, who was chosen 
to fill the vacancy in the directory at the meeting on the 16th of December last. 
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Dec. 31, 1868.—By half year’s profits. . 
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£1,009,217 7 6 
(Signed) Ricuarp Downs, Auditor. 
Caarites Mortimer, Jun., Proprietor. 
safely say that no gentleman ever discharged the duties of the position in 
which he was placed so ably and efficiently as Mr. Johnson. I 
can assure you that we, who knew more than you can know of the 
services he rendered the company, feel his loss very severely. It is said that 
human nature is only grateful for favours expected, but the truth of that 
remark is not confirmed in this instance; we are grateful for services which 
have been rendered, and of which we are now deprived. Gentlemen, having 
said thus much respecting our esteemed friend, [ will briefly advert to the 
business of the day, and I think I may do so with satisfaction. Our business 
has increased, our rental being between £5000 and £6000 in excess of the 
preceding half year, To obtain that additional rental we have consumed 
between 3400 and 3500 tons of coal, at an increased cost of £1870. Our 
coals have cost us something less than before, but altogether there has not 
been quite such a saving as we anticipated on the last occasion. I believe, 
however, that our prospect for the current year is such that we shall gain 
all the advantage in this respect we looked for. The cost of “ Materials 
supplied” is somewhat higher this half year, but the most formidable item 
in the accounts is that of “ Law expenses.” We have actually spent £1800 
more than on the last occasion, and that expenditure has been forced upon 
us by those who are agitating for that to which they are not entitled. We 
have been obliged to defend ourselves in Parliament, and this is the result. 
I am rather inclined to think that it will be some time before you again see 
such an item in our accounts. We have no parliamentary proceedings at|! 
present pending, and therefore I think we may say that this is an item 
which will be to the good on the next occasion, You will observe 
in the accounts that there is a slight change of form. We used to 
have an item, “Rates, assessed taxes, and rents,” all put together, Now, 
in these days of excessive taxation in the different parishes, we have thought 
it advisable that what is actually paid in the shape of rates should appear 
separately, and speak for itself. We have been fortunate enough in the 
last twelve months to let temporarily a good deal of the surplus 
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gronnd at our works, and have received £1486 for rents which for- 
merly would have been deducted from the item, “Rates, assessed 
taxes, and rents,” and would thus have made our rates appear as though 
they were considerably reduced. We thought it would be unwise to let the 
public suppose such was the case, when the fact is, our rates are increasing 
year by year. When I tell you that in the parish of Greenwich the rates 
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should lead us to any other conclusion than that the company is in a very | 
' 





| 
; 
j 


prosperous state, ‘The last speaker has drawn a comparison between 
Sheffield and London, but he ought to recollect that they get coal much 
cheaper there than we do here, and therefore they have a great advantage 
over us. The honourable proprietor suggested that it would be desirable to || 
have a public auditor of the accounts of the metropolitan gas companies, 
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have amounted to not less than from Is. 3d. to 1s. 10d. per ton for every 
ton of coals used in the parish, you will not be surprised at our desire to 
let these things speak for themselves. There is no doubt that gas compa- 
nies are made a prey of, and that every public body is against them in these 
matters. It is only lately that we have been considerably raised in Green- 
wich, great as our rating was there before. The item, “Directors and 
auditors” is the same as it has been, and it comes to about 4d. per 1000 
cubic feet of gas, You know it has been urged as one reason for amalga- 
mating the companies that the enormous sum expended in “ Directors and 
auditors” would be saved; but, when you sec that it comes to only 3d. per 
1000 cubic feet, I do not suppose you will consider this is a very great 


and considered that such an appointment would inspire confidence in the 
public, But I can conceive it possible that we might have a very litigions 
and troublesome auditor, who would throw a great many impediments in 
the way of the working of the companies without any as good 
result. It may, perhaps, be satisfactory to the honourable proprietor to 
know that in the City of London there is already a public auditor of the 
gas companies accounts, and it is not unlikely the same arrangement may 
ultimately be extended to the other parts of the metropolis. But it mnst 
be remembered that that company which was to be a model for all other 
companies—the Great Central—amongst other concessions they made on 
their establishment, permitted the corporation of London to appoint two 
ind t auditors of their accounts. We all know the position of that 





matter to be considered. The “ Wages,” although we have a 3500 
tons of coal more than on the last occasion, are £263 less, which I think 
you will regard as very favourable. On the other side of the account I am 
sorry to say that the item of “ Coke” does not present so good a return. 
Owing to the extraordinary mild winter we have had, coke has been a very 
unsaleable article. Had it been an ordinary winter we should have had 
more than £2000 additional for this item alone; but I believe, in comparison 
with other companies, the amount we have realized is very satisfactory. 
The quantity of coke and breeze together which we have actually sold 
amounts to 85 per cent. of the quantity made, so that we have only con- 
sumed 15 per cent. as fuel, which is an extraordinarily small proportion. 
When I was first elected a director of this company the consumption was 
50 per cent. It is now reduced to 15 per cent., and no doubt there may be 
room for a still further slight reduction on the present amount; for, every 
time new works are erected, improvements are being introduced by which, 
with the same consumption of fuel, we can make more gas. We have 
succeeded in realizing £852 more for our tar, and £166 more for our 
ammonia, while our rents have increased £92. I think, therefore, 
gentlemen, that, taking all things into consideration, the accounts 
may be regarded as not unfavourable. Having said thus much, perhaps I 
ought just to refer to the political aspect of affairs. You are aware that in 
the last session of Parliament an Act was obtained by which the City com- 
panies, from the 1st of January, 1870, will be under the obligation to supply 
16-candle gas for 3s. 9d. per 1000 cubic feet. We have looked very care- 
fully at that matter, and we can see nothing but impossibility in complying 
with the Act. We can only suppose that the Chartered Company, being 
under the necessity of obtaining fresh powers from Parliament, were com- 
pelled to accept terms dictated by Mr. Cardwell, which must be most dis- 
astrous to their shareholders during the year of trial. _They will be under 
the obligation to comply with those terms during 1870; but there is a 
provision in the Act that, if they cannot pay their shareholders a dividend 
as near as may be to 10 per cent., the terms may be modified. But I say 
it is a cruel thing to force them to the sacrifice for even one year just to 
gratify the crotchet of a gentleman who happened to be the chairman of a 
committee of the House of Commons, and who knew nothing about the 
matter. I can only suppose that, in accepting the condition, the company 
felt that it could not be carried out, but knew that it was only for one year, 
and that then the mischief could be remedied. I think that shows there 
is a good future for us. I believe it will be proved that it is impossible to 
supply more than 14-candle gas at 4s.; and I have no doubt that those 
gentlemen would say the same thing if they were pressed upon the subject. 
Since the passing of the Act to which I have just referred, the Board of 
Trade put a notice into the papers for a bill in Parliament this session, 
taking a most wonderfully wide scope-—in fact, it was a notice which would 
allow them to do just as they liked with the subject, and we very much 
feared the Government would bring in a bill to extend the objectionable 
terms of the Act of last session to the companies on this side of the water. 
However, it appears the notice was only given as a precautionary measure, 
and that the Government, having no policy to carry out on the subject, 
have determined not to take any proceedings this year. The Metropolitan 
Board of Works also came to the resolution that further legislation is 
perfectly unnecessary, seeing that tie Act of last session must settle the 
question for the future. Looking at all the facts that have occurred, I 
think we may safely conclude that nothing will be done in the matter till 
after 1870, and that whatever happens then must strengthen the position 
of the companies. With these remarks I shall conclude by moving—“ That 
the report and accounts be received, adopted, and entered on the minutes.” 

Mr. Ruopes seconded the motion. 

Mr. Hosson: We are accustomed in the country to compare the accounts 
for corresponding half years, and not to compare the present with the pre- 
ceding half, and we think it is the fairest kind of comparison. Adopting 
that principle upon this occasion, I find that whereas the rental for the 
half year ending Christmas, 1867, was £94,886, the rental for the last half 
year was £95,993; therefore, though the latter sum shows an increase of 
£5000 over the Midsummer half year, it is only about £1000 more than 
for the corresponding period of 1867. I want to put that fact before the 
meeting; at the same time I think it is highly satisfactory that we have 
done £1000 more business at a cost of £1400 less for coals. I have looked 
over the report, and it appears to me to present a very favourable aspect of 
affairs, It is favourable also that we carry forward a balance, instead of 
having to resort to the reserve-fund. I see by the report that the directors 
are about to erect a new gasholder. I do not know whether the share- 
holders are aware that this is a long and very tedious business, and one 
which requires great care and attention. I quite agree in the policy of the 
directors in their proposition in this respect, and also with regard to the 
intended extension of the mains. I should like to inquire whether this 
company supply the district in which the Deptford Dockyard is situated. 

The CHarrman: We do not. 

Mr. Hogson: That is satisfactory, because, as the dockyard is about to 
be closed, the business of the place will be reduced, and the consumption of 
gas by the shopkeepers will probably be less. I think the attention of the 
London gas companies should be directed to the procuring of a better coal 
—1. €., coal from which they might obtain better gas without having to mix 
so much cannel, and thus spoil their coke. With reference to the question 
of accounts, speaking from my experience, I think it would be well if the 
companies had a public auditor independent altogether of the shareholders. 
In the town of Sheffield we have had a public auditor for the last 14 or 15 
years, and the system works perfectly well. It gives confidence to the 
public, and I think must be satisfactory to the shareholders. I have great 
pleasure in supporting the motion for the adoption of the report, which I 
regard as the most favourable we have had for some time. 

Mr. Gray: It appears to me that there is nothing in the report that 








company at the present moment. And the same thing may occur again, 
provided persons are appointed to offices the details of which they pay no | 
attention to. I may remark, with reference to the accounts laid before us 

to-day, that the return for products contrasts favourably with that of some. 
other companies. In the Chartered Company the returns for products are | 
very inconsiderable in proportion to what they should be; and at their | 
recent meeting the chairman accounted for it by the disadvantages under 

which the company labour, having to cart everything to and from the | 
works. There is no doubt that they do labour under that disadvantage, | 
but I have very strong doubts whether all the expectations held out will | 
be realized when their works are re-established down the river. I never 
had any opinion that they could give 16-candle gas at 3s. 9d., and keep up 
their dividend; and there is only one comfort in connexion with it—viz., 
that in the event of the experiment failing, and their showing that they 
cannot realize a dividend approaching as near as may be to 10 per cent., 
there is to be a revision of the arrangement after the close of 1870. My 
worthy friend in the chair has referred to the very heavy loss the company | 
have sustained by the death of Mr. Johnson. I had the pleasure of Mr. | 
Johnson's acquaintance for many years, and I can vouch for it that our 

chairman has said no more of him than he richly deserved, We all, I am 

sure, deeply regret the circumstance that we are deprived of his valuable 

services; but it isa matter upon which we may well congratulate ourselves, | 
that in his successor we have a gentleman who will follow in his footsteps. | 
I trust that he may live to see the continued prosperity of the company, ' 
and enjoy the confidence and esteem of the proprietors for many years to 

come, 

The CuarrMAn: In reply to the observations of the honourable pro- 
prietor from Sheffield respecting the rental, I would just ray, as it has 
probably escaped his notice, that last year we carried our accounts on from | 
the 24th to the 31st of December, so that we had a week more in the half 
year than we had had before. It has been found more convenient to close 
the accounts on the 31st of December and the 30th of June, than on the | 
usual quarter days as we had previously done, and this explains the in-| 
creased consumption. I believe that if the accounts are closely gone into, 
it will be found that a difference of £2000 or £3000 is due to that cause, as | 
was explained on the last occasion. As to the honourable proprietor’s | 
recommendation respecting coal, I can only say that we shall be very happy 
if he can put us in the way of getting a better supply. We are not proud; 
we shall only be too glad if he can tell us something that will be to our 
advantage in this direction. 

The motion for the adoption of the report was then put, and carried 
unanimously. 

The Deputy-Cnarrman (Mr. Shand) moved—* That dividends for the 
half year ending the 31st of December iast be and the same are hereby |} 
declared and made payable out of the profits of the undertaking, at and 
after the rate of 10 per cent. per annum on the original shares of the com- 
pany, at and after the rate of 5 per cent. on the capitalized stock, and at 
and aiter the rate of £7 10s. per cent. upon the amount paid up on the new 
stock of the company, deducting income-tax on each of the above. That 
such dividends be paid to the bankers of the proprietors so ordering it, and 
immediately after the business ot this meeting has terminated, and after- 
wards at the company’s office, at Bankside, on Thursday, the 8th inst., from 
twelve till three o'clock; the remaining dividends to be forwarded by post.” 

Mr. Rnopxs seconded the motion, which was put, and carried unani- 
mously. 

The whole of the directors retiring at this meeting, Mr. Horner now 
vacated the chair, and Mr. Gray was called on to preside. 

Mr. BeNTLY moved—“ That the best thanks of the proprietors be given 
to the chairman, deputy-chairman, and directors composing the late board, 
for their careful and successful management of the affairs of the company.” 

Mr. Lewis seconded the motion, which was cordially agreed to. 

Mr. Horner: On behalf of my brother directors and for myself, I beg to 
return you our sincere thanks for the way in which this motion was pro- 
posed to and accepted by the meeting. I can assure you that every 
member of the board has taken as deep and constant an interest in the 
concerns of the company as if it were his own entire property. I havo 
been on the board for nearly 20 years, and I have ever striven to realize 
that feeling in regard to all the duties which have devolved upon me. 
Having, to the best of our ability, performed the duties of our office, there 
is nothing which could be more gratifying to us than to know that our 
labours are appreciated, and that you feel we have been faithful to the 
trust reposed in us. 

The whole of the directors were then immediately and unanimously 
re-elected, Mr. Horner being again appointed chairman and Mr, Shand 
deputy-chairman of the company. 

r. Horner having resumed the chair, the retiring auditor, Mr. Downs, 
was re-elected, and Mr. Charles Mortimer, jun., was elected an auditor in 
the place of Mr. G. D. Gibbes, who had been appointed a director. 

A vote of thanks was then given to the chairman, which having been 
acknowledged, the proceedings terminated. 














Frye ror Rerusinc Access to A GAs-Mrter.—At the last St, Helen’s 
Petty Sessions, James Ewan, publican, Windle, was charged with unlawfully 
refusing to allow the access to his meter of an officer of the gas company, 
Thomas Lamb, the officer so hindered, proved the case, and a fine of 20s, 
was imposed. 

Water Supriy.—Mr. Biddulph has given notice of his intention to bring 
in a bill to make better provision for facilitating and regulating the supply 
of pure water in cities, towns, and districts throughout the United Kingdom 
of Great Britain and Ireland. 
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IMPERIAL GASLIGHT AND COKE COMPANY. 


The Ordinary ae thes General Meeting of the Proprietors was held 
at the Company’s Office, John Street, Bedford Row, on Thursday, April 8— 
Epwarp VauGHan Ricuarps, Esq., Q.C., the governor, in the chair. 
The Secrerary (Mr. Chubb) having read the advertisement convening 
the meeting, the corporate seal was affixed to the register of proprietors. 
The following report and statements of account were then submitted :— 


The directors have the satisfaction of reporting to the shareholders that the trans- 
actions of the company during the half year ending the 31st of December last, have 
resulted in yielding a profit which enables them to recommend that dividends be 
declared at the rates of 7 and 10 per cent. on _the shares entitled thereto; but the 
amount to be drawn from the reserve-fund, in order to make good the deficiency 
upon the entire year 1868, is £6762 15s. 9d. 

The statements of the accounts herewith appended contain all the usual details. 
There has been‘an increase of £12,351 6s. 9d. on the gas-rental, as compared with 
the corresponding — of 1867; but there has been a decrease of £7769 9s. 9d. on 
the receipts from the sale of coke and tar, for both of which, during the past six 
months, the markets have been extremely unfavourable. 

Your directors have again renewed their application to Parliament for power to 
raise additional capital and to construct new works. The present bill differs some- 
what from those previously promoted by the company, inasmuch as it offers volun- 
tarily to meet some of the chief objections which have been raised against the Act 
of 1860. It fixes the company’s present price of 4s. per 1000 feet as the future 


To Coalsconsumed . - £130,734 


Wages for manufactory Pa eee 
Purifying, oil, andsundry stores. . . .. . . . 8,606 
Sc) 6's 6 «.'s ¢ 6 6.0 6 « * 

Rent, rates, and taxes ‘ 

Directorsandauditors ..... . 

Salaries and collectorscommission . . 

Stationery, printing, and general charge 

DE an 6, 8 1k er eye 
Lawcharges .... . 
Compensation for damages . 

Profit and loss account . 


a ke Ge Te ee 7 10 
— © 6 © « « SM lS2 16 11 
3 11 
0 5 
10 11 


oonvcorsc 


£312,944 12 9 


Dr. : 
Dividend to June 30,1868 . . 
Contingency-fund .... 1. +» « «6 
Interest on bonds, debentures, and paid-up shares 
A a ee ee ee 


. £69,029 10 5 
. 1,500 0 0 
19,672 13 8 
63,552 16 0 


£153,755 0 1 


e © 


Dr. 
Investment ... . 
Reserve-fund invested . 
Contingency-fund ditto . 
Cash for balance in hand 
Sundry debtors for gas, coke, &c. . . . 
Coals, coke, and stores, for stocks on hand. 


. £1,880,968 19 3 
; 43,877 11 6 
37,292 16 0 
31,920 3 5 
205,429 0 4 
42,704 1 1 


£2,242,192 11 7 


The Governor: Gentlemen, it is now my duty, in compliance with our 
ordinary custom, to offer to you a few observations upon the state of our 
affairs. I have really considerable difficulty to find anything to say to you 
upon the present occasion; my observations will, therefore, be but little 
more than an expansion of the report now in your hands, The balance of 
profit and loss on this half year, taken separately, amounts to £78,000; 
against that we have dividends to pay to the amount of £70,000, leaving a 
surplus upon the half year of £8000; but, if you will recollect, on the last 
occasion we showed a deficiency to the amount of £14,000. Deducting 





' the one from the other, the result is, that upon the year we have to take | 


from the reserve-fund £6000—I am speaking in round numbers—to make 
| up our prescribed rate of dividend. I mention this because upon the face 


of the accounts, the deficiency being carried forward, the balance stands at | 


| £63,000, instead of what it is upon the half year, £78,000, Gentlemen, I 
think there is here some matter for congratulation. The result is hardly 
‘so good as I was sanguine enough to hope for; but, nevertheless, you have 


| this fact, that upon the half year we show a satisfactory surplus. We have | 


. laboured under the disadvantage of a considerable loss in the sale of coke, 


;in consequence of the unprecedentedly warm season up to Christmas, | 


!Whether the sale of coke is likely to continue as bad I cannot tell, 
j but of late years, certainly, it has not been so satisfactory as it was 
|formerly. Another thing 1s, that the wear and tear of the half year 
still continues somewhat larger than it usually is. Gentlemen, the 
‘subject which probably most interests all of you, and which certainly 
appears most important to myself, is the bill we have now before Parlia- 
ment. I cannot help thinking, however, you will agree with me that on 
this subject it is advisable to bear in mind the old adage, “ the least said 
the soonest mended.” ‘The bill has been read a second time, and has been 
committed. It now awaits the nomination of the select committee, which 
will take place in a short time, and we shall then put our case before them 
in the best way we can. I hope we may have an impartial committee, and 
I can only say, “ God defend the right.” I think it would be very indiscreet, 
under present circumstances, that we should discuss the matter on this 
occasion; it can do us no good, and you must bear in mind the caution of 
the magistrate’s clerk—* Whatever you say will be taken down in writing, 
‘and may be used against you.” Any speculations which I might indulge 
in might possibly be perverted by our opponents, and, therefore, I shall say 
nothing further than that the bill will shortly be before the com- 
mittee, and I trust that we shall at last be authorized to raise the 
jcapital which we have sought for so many times. And now I think, 
| gentlemen, my observations might come to an end. You may be in- 





}terested, however, in knowing that a short time ago we went before | 
| that he had many other questions also coming before him involving 


ithe President of the Board of Trade. It certainly was my misfor- 
‘tune to be educated in a school in which I was not taught to regard 


everything that Mr. Bright says as right and proper; but I am | 


bound to say that more courteous treatment or more satisfactory and 


| business-like attention to the representations we made to him un that occa- | 
i | straightforward manliness in the House of Commons to state that he re- 


| sion it was impossible to receive. Mr. Burke, who was our spokesman at 
the interview, having given a sketch of the company from its commence- 
ment to the present time, and having pointed out the circumstances under 
which we came before Parliament, was asked by Mr. Bright what we wanted 
at his hands. We were aware that the late Board of Trade had been corre- 
sponding with the Metropolitan Board of Works for a considerable period 
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Dr REVENUE ACCOUNT, for the Half Year ending December 31, 1868. 


PROFIT AND LOSS. 





BALANCE-SHEET. 





| disestablishment and disendowment ever heard of, whether it was proposed 
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maximum charge for 14-candle gas, except under certain specified conditions; it 
substitutes an inquiry before competent commissioners, in the place of a reference 
to quarter sessions, as the mode whereby any further reduction of price may be 
enforced, consistently with the maintenance of the company’s dividend ; and it pro- 
poses to appoint properly qualified referees to determine what, under all circum- 
stances, ought to be the quality and purity of the gas to be supplied. By these = 
visions your directors, who have been at all times ready to submit the affairs of the 
company to the fullest inquiry, believe that the public will be amply protected 
against any defect in the company’s gas, and that they will also obtain all the 
advantages to which they are entitled out of any increased profit which may arise 
from an extension of the company’s business. 

In consequence of a notice published by the late Government of a bill affecting 
the metropolitan gas companies, your directors took the earliest opportunity, after 
Mr. Bright’s accession to office as President of the Board of Trade, of seeking an 
interview with him, and laying before him fully and unreservedly the whole facts 
of their case, hey experienced a most courteous reception, and were listened to 
with patient attention, and they have every reason to hope that the Government 
will not aid in violating the contract upon the faith of which the shareholders in 
this undertaking have subscribed their capital. 

It may be convenient to those shareholders who are holders of £10 shares to know 
that in all probability a call of £1 per share, payable on the Ist of July next, will 
be made on those shares. bs 

In pursuance of the provisions of the company’s Act, four directors and one of 
the auditors go out of office by efflux of time. ‘They are all eligible for re-election, 
and offer themselves accordingly. 
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38,792 16 0 
19,672 13 5 
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35,563 19 
63,552 16 


$2,242,192 11 
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Proftandloss . . . 5... 


behind our backs, and without the slightest intimation to us, and that they 
proposed in all probability to take some steps in Parliament this year. We 
had heard this in the month of November, and we wrote to the Board of 
Trade and asked for an interview. We looked upon them as being in the 
position of arbitrators—a position of which they loudly vaunted—and we 
thought it was not unfair, if they gave an audience to one side, that they 
should give an audience to the other. However, a change of Ministry 
came, and rendered it useless to go before the late Board of Trade. We 
determined, therefore, to wait till things settled into their places, and we 
then made a second application, and asked, with reference to certain 
notices which had appeared in the newspapers of a plan of the most total 


to act upon them. We also asked whether, if the Government took any 
steps, they intended to take initial steps of a compulsory character against 
all the companies, or whether they intended to take advantage of the 
notices given to a in opposition to the two or three companies who 
would have bills in Parliament this session, and under cover of those notices 
attempt to enforce upon them terms similar in their nature to those imposed 
upon the City companies last year. We said we protest against the Govern- 
ment taking such a course; we think it is very unfair that any department of 
the Government should lend its prestige to any scheme for despoiling the 
property of those who, upon the faith of Acts of Parliament, have em- 
barked their capital in a commercial undertaking. It happens that Mr. 
Shaw Lefevre, one of the secretaries of the Board of Trade, was a member 
of the committee which sat in 1866, and signed Mr. Cardwell’s report. We 
pointed out that Mr. Cardwell and his committee said distinctly that com- 
pulsory legislation was not the weapon with which Parliament was in the 
habit of fighting; that it was competition they took advantage of, and that 
no such competition existed. We pointed out that the Metropolitan Board 
of Works had no rival scheme before Parliament; that the Board of Trade 
themselves did not intend to supply London with gas; and we said, 
therefore, that if the Government took any steps in the matter it would be 
in direct contravention of the policy which Mr. Cardwell’s committee re- 
commended. Another thing we pointed out was, that in the latter part of 
Mr. Cardwell’s report the opinion was expressed that it was most unde- 
sirable the Board of Trade should ever again go before Parliament with a 
bill like that which they promoted in 1866. Under these circumstances we 
submitted that the Board of Trade ought to stand aloof, and not take 
steps against the companies, either in the shape of initial compulsory 
legislation or by opposing the particular bills of the gas companies, 
Mr. Bright listened to us with the greatest possible attention, and he 
very candidly said that it was a question full of minute details; 


minute details, and he declined to express any opinion, but wished us 
to put our views in writing. We accordingly put before him a 
sketch such as I have given you. Whether that had any effect 
upon the result I am not prepared to say, but certainly Mr. Bright had the 


garded it as unfair to harass the gas companies by these attempts at 
legislation at a time when neither the Government nor any one else had 
any rival scheme to promote or anything better to recommend. I must say 

that I hail that announcement with some satisfaction, because I gather from | 








it the opinion of one whose commercial knowledge and experience “i 
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him to form an opinion on such a subject, who is sufficiently strong to be 
able to ho gf that opinion, and who is not subservient to the agitators who 
mfluenced those who preceded him in the office. Gentlemen, I think I 
have no further observations to make. I shall be happy to answer any 
questions that may be put to me, and I shall conclude by moving—* That 
the report and accounts now read be approved and entered on the minutes.” 

The Deruty-Goveryor (Mr. Watson) seconded the motion. 

A Proprietor, referring to the accounts, called attention to the item in 
the balance-sheet, “Sundry debtors for gas, coke, &c., £205,429 0s. 4d.” 
The amount, he thought, was excessive. 

The GoverNor said he was extremely glad that the amount was so 
large, because it would be remembered that the accounts were made up to 
the period when the clock struck twelve at midnight of the 31st of 
December, and of necessity there would be a considerable amount then due. 





quarter. He hoped the amount contained a very small proportion of bad 
debts; and, of course, the larger the rental of the company the more there 
was to receive. He might also mention that the collectors arrears at the 
present moment were under 5 per cent. 

In answer to an inquiry whether the company’s bill was so framed as to 
provide for a 10 per cent. dividend on the paid-up capital, and with a due 
regard to the continuance of the reserve-fund, 

‘he Governor said he thought the proprietors generally would agree 
with him that it was undesirable to go into much discussion on the subject. 
He might, however, state thus much, that the bill proposed to continue the 
present price of 4s. for 14-candle gas. Beyond that the bill did not vary in 


been regulated. With respect to the dividends of the shareholders, he 
would only say there was no set of men more earnestly solicitous to main- 


of the table. 
terest in the matter, and he was sure they could never be accused of being 
timorous in the advocacy of those interests. 
could have obtained their bill if they had been inclined to accept the terms 


will not accept them.” 

A Proprietor said he thought the amount under the head “ Bad debts, 
in the profit and loss account, was very large. 

The Governor said bad debts were things which could not be looked 
at in the abstract. In forming a judgment upon them they must be re- 
garded as a per centage. The total rental of the Imperial Company was 
upwards of £520,000 a year, and in a business of such magnitude £4000 
for bad debts could not be considered a very large per centage. 


he hoped the directors impressed upon the collectors the importance of 
reducing the amount by promptitude of collection as much as possible. 

The Governor said he could assure the honourable proprietor that it 
was a matter which coustantly engaged the attention of th: »oard. He 
believed the per centage of bad debts was less than in many other com- 




















The CHArrMAN said the directors had much pleasure in again meeting 
the proprietors to give an account of their stewardship. They felt that the 
report just submitted was one upon which they might fairly congratulate 
themselves, and one that would be acceptable and satisfactory to the 
shareholders. In times like the present it must be a great comfort to those 
who had invested their money in joint-stock undertakings to know that 
those who had the management of their affairs were men of sterling 
mage | and high commercial position. He had no hesitation in stating that 
in the directors of the Surrey Consumers hoe amd the shareholders had the 
best guarantee that their interests were faithfully protected and economically 
administered. With reference to the metropolis gas question generally, 
it was satisfactory to state that the companies had the prospect of at least 
one year’s sailing in quiet waters, the President of the Board of Trade 
having announced, on behalf of the Government, that there was no inten- 
tion to introduce fresh legislation this session. For this he felt very 
thankful, because during the last three years there had been unceasing 
anxiety and toil imposed upon the directors in guarding their property, 
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The rental did not come in till some time after the beginning of the next | 


any material respect the legislation under which the company had hitherto | 
tain the integrity of their property than those who sat on the directors side | 
Certainly, no other shareholders had a larger pecuniary in- | 
During the last session they | 


offered; but, believing those terms to be ruinous, they said at once, “We | 


| perty, which has been acquired in reliance upon the good faith of the Legislature. 
The Proprietor said he merely mentioned it for the sake of adding that | 


panies. He might also remind him that during the last half year there was Mr. N. J. Powell, one of the auditors, goes out by rotation, and, being eligible, 
a great dearth of money. offers himself for re-election. 
Dr. BALANCE-SHEET, Half Year to December 31, 1868. Cr. 
To Capital— | By Works, as per last balance-sheet . . . £262,532 0 7 
Oldshares , sce oe 2 - ewe © | Amount expended this half year . ° 2,905 1 3 
New ditto. be & oD 60,000 0 0 | — £265,437 1 10 
£210,000 0 0 | Due to the company for— 
Bonds . % eo a ee a ae ee 57,160 0 0 | 8. ss. « > aw & coe ee ec oe «. © SH 7 
Sundry creditors , 6 ah waeiciey, Sat thks ore 19,604 2 4 | Products . . Pe es ae a ee 2,13 9 2 
Dividends unpaid . ae a 6.4 eases 238 14 4 | Sundries ° bad: @ ali” ° oo are 195 12 4 
Revenueaccount ....e.- yee 10,817 5 2 Coals instock. . . site om + 2,310 0 0 
Cash balances— 
At bankers, generalaccount. . . £5,378 11 5 
Dividend account . 6 238 14 4 
Cash in office . —" ° ° 2515 2 
5,643 0 11 
£297,820 1 10 £297,820 1 10 
REVENUE ACCOUNT, Half Year to December 31, 1868. 
RECEIPTS. EXPENDITURE. 
Balance broughtforward . . ° bla is eee ae oe Directorsallowances. . . . ae £750 0 0 
Sale of gas— : Salaries of secretary and clerks , 562 0 0 
Common gas, at 4s. per 1000 cubic Collectors commissionand pay. ... . 276 4 2 
eo. << « cs ee + « ee Stationery, printing, and general charges . 403 2 9 
Publiclighting andcontracts, . . 6,407 19 5 Payment to auditors . . o* 3110 0 
—_— 31,194 16 4 —— £2,022 16 11 
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es cc c's 6 oo « « Bw 85 Coalscarbonized . 2 Ss £15,430 3 7 
Breeze. ° «wisi 38 105 211 Purifying materials, * 170 7 2 
Tar. . ° a Oe 987 0 8 Supervision and labour ° 4,860 18 9 
Liquor, . . oS é- .% 293 16 0 Toolsandimplements. ... . 180 18 3 
7,503 4 4 Ordinary repair and maintenance of 
er ae ae ee ee ee ee a ee ee oe ee 350 premises and plant a 1,273 10 4 
21,915 18 1 
Distribution, including service-mains, pipes, &c.— 
Ordinary repair and maintenance £525 9 5 
Meters, restoring and replacing . . 260 17 2 
_ 786 6 7 
Rents, rates, andtaxes . . . t+. * «2 os 0 eee Ss 
Law and parliamentary charges oe cw «4.6 44519 9 
Interest on bonds. . cf a se c¢ « @e's «¢ Cee eS 
| a» ln ° « £51 9 5 
Baddebts . . 2. « « ° ° 280 8 4 
— 33117 9 
Balance. . ene coe Ome RC lc ee 
£38,885 13 2 £38,885 138 2 
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A Proprietor said the directors in their report said it might be conve- 
nient to those shareholders who were holders of £10 shares, to know that 
in all probability a call of £1 per share, payable in July next, would be 
made upon those shares. He asked whether, as the directors were going to 
Parliament for a large sum of money, it would not be better to call upa 
larger amount on these shares than £1 each. 

The Governor said it would not. The circumstances under which 
these shares were created must be borne in mind. They were created 
merely for the purpose of paying off certain debentures, and the directors 
were only at liberty to call them up just at the time when those debentures 
were falling due. They had no power to call up those shares for the pur- 
pose of expending the money on the works. ; 

The motion for the adoption of the report was then put, and carried 
unanimously. 

A resolution was passed declaring the dividends recommended in the 
| report, and the retiring directors, Mr. J. St. George Burke, Lieut.-Colonel 
| Henry Creed, Lord Alfred Paget, and Mr. Meaburn Staniland, were seve- 
| rally re-elected, and Mr. John S, Burn was re-elected an auditor of the 
| company. 

A cordial vote of thanks was passed to the governor, deputy-governor, 
and directors, for their attention to the affairs of the company. 

The Governor briefly returned thanks, and the proceedings terminated. 








SURREY CONSUMERS GAS COMPANY. 


The Half-Yearly General Meeting of the Shareholders was held at.the 
Bridge House Hotel, Southwark, on Thursday, April 8-THomas Pocock, 
| Esq., in the chair. 

The Secretary (Mr. Boddy) read the notice convening the meeting, 
| the seal of the company was affixed to the register, the minutes of the last 
| meeting read, and the following report and statements of accounts 
| submitted :— 
| The stat t ts herewith submitted show the results of the company’s 
| operations for the half year ending Dec. 31 last. It will be seen that the net profit 

including the bal of the former half year) amounts to £10,817 5s. 2d., from 
which the directors recommend a dividend at the rate of 10 per cent. per annum, 
payable on and after the 19th of April next, leaving a balance of £317 5s, 2d. to be 
carried to the next account. 

The directors have to congratulate the shareholders upon the cessation, for a 
time at least, of those harassing parliamentary pr dings, f d by a small 
| knot of agitators, which have for shree years in succession increased the costs and 
impeded the natural growth and progress of the metropolitan gas companies. The 
declaration made by the President of the Board of Trade, in a recent debate in the 
House of Commons, gives a degree of security for some time wanting to gas pro- 











The directors have with regret to announce the death of one of their colleagues, 
Mr. George Virtue, who had been a member of the board since the first establish- 
ment of the company. In view of the probability of changes in the administration 
of gas companies, the directors have deemed it inexpedient at present, in the inte- 
rests of the company, to fill up the vacancy, and have placed to the credit of revenue 
one-tenth of the directors allowances. 

The directors who retire by rotation at this meeting are Mr. William Black and 
Mr. Henry Blake, both of whom are eligible, and offer themselves for re-election. 




















while thousands of pounds had been uselessly expended in litigation. He 
was at a loss to understand what advantage those who meddled in these 
matters could possibly anticipate from their continued attacks upon the 
companies. It was certain they were not so much anxious to obtain cheap 
gas for the public as to reduce the dividends of the shareholders, and find 
some position for themselves. He (the chairman) had, however, too much 
confidence in Mr. Bright, and public men generally, to suppose that they 
would allow any violation of the terms of those solemn Acts of the Legisla- 
ture, on the faith of which the shareholders subscribed their capital. He had 
only to assure the meeting that the dividend recommended in the report 
had been fairly and honestly earned during the helf year, and to express 
the hope that the fature of the company would be. one of uninterrupted 
prosperity. He moved the adoption of the report. 

Mr. BRUSHFIELD seconded the motion. He had always had faith in the 
ultimate success of the gas companies to retain their proper position, 
because he knew that in the past their dealings had been perfectly fair and 





honest both with regard to their own proprietors and the public at large. 
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With regard to his own conduct as a gas director and a member of the 
Metropolitan Board, he was bold to assert that he had always been guided 
by principles of intégrity and justice, and, if he had helped to arrest the 
lattacks made upon the companies, it had been more than anything else 
! from a desire to avert evils which he believed would fall most heavily on 
| the consumers and ratepayers of the metropolis. He rejoiced to know that 
| there was now a lull in the storm; that the Gas Committee of the Metro- 
| politan Board had died a natural death, and been decently buried; and that 
| the eyes of the public had at length been opened to the meaning of the 
recent agitation, and to the reasonableness of the gas companies, like other 
| trading communities, being protected in the exercise of their rights and 
| privileges. 

Mr. Lippte said he should be glad to receive some information respect- 
ing the bill of the South Metropolitan Gas Company now before Parlia- 
ment. He had not seen the bill, nor was he aware of its provisions, but he 
had been told that one object was to confirm an amalgamation between 

| that company, the Surrey Consumers, and the Phoenix Companies. 


The Cuatrman said he would call upon Mr. Nicholson to reply to that 
question, as the negotiations on the subject had been conducted by him. 


Mr. Nicnorson: As regards the South Metropolitan Company, I have 
had the honour of holding communication with them for some time. The 
object of the two companies has been to effect, if possible, an amalgamation, 
and I think if any one will take the trouble to look at a map of the districts 
supplied by each they will see how nataral and desirable it is that such an 
| arrangement should be made. Originally, the three companies supplying 
the south side of the metropolis—the Phoenix, Surrey Consumers, and 
South Metropolitan—met, and endeavoured to come to some understanding 
by which those economies in working, which two select committees of the 
Saws of Commons believed could be effected, might be brought into 
operation. The Phosnix Company, however, did not view the matter exactly 
as we did, and for their own reasons retired from the negotiations. After 
that the South Metropolitan Company and ourselves entered into certain 
negotiations, and those negotiations have been conducted with great good 
feeling and cordiality, and with the sincere desire to come to an amicable 
arrangement, understanding, and union, in case such could be effected to the 
advantage of the two companies. Unfortunately, before these steps were 
taken the South Metropolitan Company had prepared a bill to lay before 
Parliament for an increase of their capital, and that bill, to be opposed 
by the Metropolitan Board of Works, has been read a first and second 
time in the House of Commons. I urged them, seeing that there was 
time to do it under the Standing Orders, to alter the figures in their bill. 
You all know that the South Metropolitan Company are charging only 
8s. 4d. per 1000 cubic feet for their gas, and that they are supplying gas of 
an illuminating power of nominally 12, but practically 13 candles. In this 
bill they seek for power to charge a maximum price of 3s. 6d., and they 
propose to give 14 instead of 12 candle gas; and, therefore, if they get their 
bill in that way they will be conferring a further benefit upon the con- 
sumers. But the difficulty we have in coming to an arrangement with 
them arises from the very circumstance I have just named—that they 
have a bill before Parliament which they believe, from the position in 
which they are placed, they must prosecute, which bill provides for a 
maximum price of only 3s. 6d. for 14-candle gas. It is that cirenmstance 
which forbids the banns between the two companies, because we feel that 
it will be very difficult for us to come to terms of amalgamation if we 
have no power to charge more than 3s. 6d. We urged them, therefore, 
either to withdraw the bill for this session, and look to the chapter of acci- 
dents another year, when the results of the experiment now being made in 
the City of London will have been ascertained, or else to alter the figure in 
their bill from 3s. 6d. to 4s. -We said: ‘‘ The Imperial Company have a bill 
before the Legislature this year, and that company are in a better position 
to try the temper of Parliament than you are. You have always been in 
exceptional circumstances, which have enabled-you to charge less for your 
gas than other companies, and still get your 10 per cent.” This has arisen 
not because they can make gas cheaper, but from the circumstance that 
in the early history of that company their shareholders were starved, and 
the company enlarged their works out of the profits realized; so that, at 
the present moment, they possess a smaller capital in proportion to their 
rental than any other company in London, and are, consequently, able to 
do what no other company can do. But, gentlemen, I am quite sure it is 
to the interests of the gas companies of the metropolis, as soon as they can 
make the necessary arrangements, to come into amalgamation, especially 
in those cases where districts interlace one another, as ours does with 
the South Metropolitan Company in several places. Ido not know how 
much virtue there is in amalgamation, but I do believe there is some 
economy to be effected, and that, while we secure our 10 per cent., the con- 
sumers are entitled to get their gas at the lowest price at which it can be 
produced. The negotiation with the South Metropolitan Company is not 
yet closed. Whether it can ever be effectuated will depend yery much 
indeed upon the terms which they get in the Act of Parliament they are 
now seeking. But, as I said before, if any gentleman will take the trouble, 
as I have done, to ascertain for himself how the districts of the two com- 
panies stand, as it were, within a ring fence, being compacted together 
in aremarkable manner, he will feel it impossible to deny that a consider- 
able saving might be effected by amalgamation. The directors of the 
Surrey Consumers Company have, therefore, not stood aloof, but have 
encouraged the amalgamation; at the same time, they will never consent 
to imperil the dividends of their shareholders by any arrangements into 
which they enter. I will only state, in conclusion, that at present we 
stand on the best footing with our neighbours, the South Metropolitan 
Company. 

A Proprietor inquired whether the sum of £2905 in the balance-sheet, 
as the “ Amount expended this half year,” had been laid out in extensions, 
or whether it was for repairs of previously existing works. 

The CuareMan said it was entirely for extensions—new mains. 

The Proprietor remarked that the sum of £525 was all that appeared 
in the revenue expenditure for “ Ordinary repairs and maintenance.” ‘This 
seemed to him a remarkably small outlay for the maintenance of works 
valued at more than a quarter of a million. 

The CHARMAN said the £525 was not the only sum charged for main- 
tenance. ‘There was an item of £1273 on the same account. 

The Secretary: The £525 is for ordinary repair and maintenance of 
mains, pipes, &c.; and the £1273 for maintenance of premises and plant. 

The motion was put, and carried unanimously, 

On the motion of the CHArrMAN, a dividend at the rate of i0 per cent. 
per annum for the half year was then declared, payable on and after the 
19th inst. 

The retiring directors, Messrs, Black and Blake, were re-elected. 

Mr. Buack said he bad been a director of the company for a period of 
14 years, and having done his utmost to promote the prosperity of the 

















company, he felt gratified that his services were appreciated, and that he 
retained the confidence of the shareholders, 

Mr. Buaks said he felt it an honour that he had sat at the board during 
eight years of peculiar significance in the history of the company. At the 
time he was elected a director the works were in the hands of a contractor, 
and not a member of the board could enter them without permission, the 
function of the directors being simply to administer the moneys they re- 
ceived under the contract. Since then the works had been reconstructed; 
two new gasholders, a new retort-house, and new engines had been erected; 
they had extended the area of the works by the purchase of land right and 
left; the shareholders had been paid the arrears of dividend due to them, 
and the price of gas had been reduced one-ninth to the public. This had 
not been done without a great deal of labour and anxiety on the part of the 
directors, but they had devoted themselves to the work ungrudgingly, 
feeling that not their interests only but their characters were pledged to 
the proper conduct of the undertaking. ‘Io receive the assurance of the 
approval of the shareholders for their exertions was the highest reward 
they could desire. 

Mr. Powe tt, the retiring auditor, was re-elected. 

Mr. Lippe said he had been credibly informed that Mr. Nicholson had 
devoted a large amount of his time to the service of the company. He had 
been judiciously selected by the other members of the board to perform a 
difficult task—one which required a great deal of tact and ability—the task 
of negotiating with other companies. The directors themselves had very 
properly shown their appreciation of Mr. Nicholson’s exertions; but, as that 
gentleman had not only served the directors but the shareholders also, it 
was becoming that on this occasion they should also express their obliga- 
tions to him. He would therefore move—* That the most cordial thanks 
of this meeting be given to Mr. Nicholson for the valuable services he has 
rendered to the company.” 

Mr. BrusHFIELD seconded the motion, 

The CuairMan, in putting the question, said the directors necessarily 
knew a great deal more of those services than the shareholders, as a body, 
could do, They had felt the value of those services, and had given to Mr, 
Nicho!son a substantial token of their appreciation. , 

The motion was unanimously adopted. 

Mr. Nicnotson, in acknowledging the vote, said: I did not interpose 
to stop the passing of the resolution, because shareholders, in a meeting 
like this, have the right to express themselves as they like; but though, in 
some respects, I rejoice that you have been kind enough to adopt this 
course, on the other hand I cannot help regretting it, because it appears 
a little invidious to my colleagues, ‘The directors have fully appreciated 
any services which I have rendered out of doors, and have given mea most 
substantial proof of their kind feeling and generosity, for which I have ex- 


pressed my thanks to them.* It only remains for me now to thank you, | | 


as I do most sincerely, for the compliment you have paid me, and to pro- 
mise that so long as I represent the company in connexion with parlia- 
mentary proceedings, or in the interchange of communications with other 


companies, this expression of your confidence and kindness will be a}| 


stimulus to my utmost exertions. 

The CHAIRMAN hoped the meeting would not separate without giving a 
vote of thanks to the two chief officers of the company—Mr. Boddy and 
Mr. Finlay. Mr. Boddy had been with the company for about seventeen 
years; he was a man of strict integrity and uprightness, and had served 
them well and faithfully as secretary. Mr. Finlay was a man of great 
talent in his profession, and indefatigable in the duties devolving upon him 
as the engineer of the company. 

Mr. BrusHFIELD, in highly complimentary terms, proposed a vote of 
thanks to these gentlemen, which, having been seconded, was very heartily 
responded to. 

Mr. Boppy said he was extremely obliged for this renewed expression of 
the approval of the shareholders. It was his peculiar province, as secre- 
tary, to look after the funds of the company. The directors had laid down 
wise regulations to that end, and it was his duty to carry those regulations 
into effect, which he endeavoured to do most faithfully. He desired also to 


say, on bebalf of those officers of the company who were absent, that he] | 


believed they were all animated with an earnest desire faithfully and zea- 
lously to serve the company in their respective departments. 


Mr. Frnway said he was very sensible of the kindness of the shareholders | | 


in the vote just passed, and he attached great value to the testimony of 
the chairman in bringing the subject before the meeting. He trusted 
he should long continue to enjoy the confidence of the directors, 


A vote of thanks was given to the directors, and, the CHarrmAn having | | 


acknowledged the same, the proceedings terminated. 





PROPOSED PURCHASE OF THE WORKS OF THE 
GLASGOW GAS COMPANIES BY THE CORPORATION. 
Giascow GAsLiGHtT CoMPANY. 

A Special General Meeting of the Glasgow Gaslight Company was held at 
their Offices, Virginia Street,on Monday, March 22—James Wuire, Esq, 
of Overtoun, in the chair—for the purpose of authorizing the company to 
borrow on bond or mortgage, and, if paid up, again to reborrow the sum of 
£20,000, specified by the 5th section of the Glasgow Gaslight Company’s 
Act, 1857. 

Mr. Ross (the? secretary) having read the advertisement convening the 
meeting. 


The CHarrMAn, in introducing the business, said: The sharcholders |) 


know, from the report issued on the 31st of May last, that the amount then 
spent upon capital exhausted the assets of the company by £31,355 3s. 10d. 
This sum was temporarily supplied by revenue, but during the progress of 
this year the directors have issued the balance of the capital authorized 
by the Act of 1857, and the whole of the share capital has been paid up. 
In consequence of that the company are now in a position to borrow an 
additional sum of £20,000, which it is proposed they should do, in order to 
provide for the financial position of the company anc meet the engagements 
they are under. We calculate, as nearly as possible, that the expenditure 
upon capital during the current year, which expires on the 3ist of May 
next, will amount to something like £10,000, that having been our average 
expenditure upon capital during the last twelve years. Jn addition to that, 
we ure entitled, by section 8 of the Act of 1857, to set aside the sum of 
£29,104, which was the revenue earned prior to that date, as a rest ci 
reserve-fund, in case in any one year our revenue should fall below the 
maximum rate of 10 per cent. and 7} per cent. But thinking this was the 
creation of capital that might not be profitable to the company, the directors 
refrained from investing that money in a separate fund, and they preferred 
using it for the purposes of the undertaking, so that the company was saved 











° The presentation consisted of two solid silver Epergnes, with suitable in- 
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the interest that would otherwise have accrued upon this £29,000, and the 
fund remained at the same sum that it was at that time. Provision will 
require to be made for the interest of this sum, which will raise the amount 
to £40,000, and if we add £30,000, the balance due on capital at May last, 
and £10,000 as the estimated expenditure during the current year, our 
excess of expenditure over capital at next yearly balance in May will be 
above £71,000. But then, as I have explained, we have created capital 
during the current year to the extent of £7500, and we have received as 
premiums upon that capital £3897, making £11,397, and the borrowing 
powers we are now asking authority from you to exercise, amounting to 
£20,000, will place us in funds to the extent of £31,397, which, taken from 
the £71,355, will leave an excess of expenditure upon capital as at the 
balance in May next of something like £40,000. As it is evident that we 
ought to redace the excess of expenditure upon capital account as much as 
ssible, the directors propose that your authority should be given to-day 
or the borrowing of £20,000, so as to place our financial affairs in a right 
position when we go to Parliament. I beg to propose the following reso- 
lution :—“ That the directors be, and they are hereby authorized, in terms 
of the company’s Act of 1857, entitled ‘An Act for enabling the Glasgow 
Gaslight Company to raise a further sum of money, and for other purposes,’ 
to borrow for the purpose of that Act,on bond or on mortgage of the 
undertaking of the company, the whole or such portion as they may think 
proper of the sum of £20,000, specified in section 5 of that Act, and to 
grant the requisite bonds or mortgages therefor, at such rates of interest for 
such periods, and on such terms and conditions as may be agreed upon, 
with power also to the directors, from time to time, when requisite, to 
reborrow any portion of the said sum of £20,000 which may have been paid 
off or called up, but so as that the total sum borrowed shall not at any time 
exceed the said sum of £20,000.” 

Mr. Rospert AITKEN seconded the motion, which was unanimously 
agreed to. 

The Cuarrman: The directors have felt it necessary to go to Parliament 
for powers to raise more money to provide the amount of gas necessary for 
the large extension which is continually taking place in the city of Glasgow. 
The sum proposed to be raised under the bill amounts to £100,000. After 
the £100,000 is raised we ask nee to borrow to the extent of £25,000, 
and to increase our reserve-fund from £29,000 to £40,000, adding interest 
upon it from the date of its being authorized. This sum will enable the 
company to go on for a great many years without again applying to Parlia- 
ment, which, as you know, entails a considerable amount of expense. Upon 
every occasion, too, of our going to Parliament there seems to be excited a 
great desire on the part of the corporation to get possession of our works. 
When we applied to Parliament in 1857, we were met by a strong opposi- 
tion on the part of the Town Council. So strong was the opposition that 
we were induced in London to come to an agreement for the sale of our 
works, conditional upon the shareholders giving their approval, and the 
Town Council sanctioning the arrangement that had been made, The 
Town Council at the time gave the matter their full consideration, and 
came to the conclusion that they ought not then to acquire the undertaking. 
Notwithstanding the prospects of another opposition, the directors feel con- 
strained to apply to Parliament again for the powers I have now mentioned 
to i I have very little doubt we shall be successful in the application. 
Indeed, unless we are successful, it is impossible for the company to go on 


they have done since the year 1817. Our expenditure upon capital for the 


thing like £10,000 year; and looking forward to the extension of Glasgow, 
and the necessity of enlarging the capabilities of this company, I do not 
think we can regard a less sum than £10,000 a year as adequate to meet 
the wants of the company. The next bill to which I think it necessary to 
advert is a bill promoted by the corporation for the purpose of erecting new 
works in competition with our own and with those of the Suburban Com- 
pany. The corporation ask powers to borrow £600,000 sterling on the cor- 
porate property and revenue thereof, towards erecting their gas-works to 
supply one-third of the present consumption of gas, while the two existing 
companies can supply the whole community with gas without any addi- 
tional capital, and the £600,000 sterling which they each ask power to raise 
will, with premium and borrowing powers, provide extensions of works for, 
it is estimated, about 20 years to come. Whether this bill is really intended 
to be promoted or not, of course it is not for me to say; but as another bill 
is at the same time promoted by the Town Council for the acquisition of 
our works as well as the works of the Suburban Company, it appears to me 
that the bill for the establishment of new and competitive works is rather 
promoted in the view of frightening the shareholders of this company, and 
coercing them into a sale of their works at a price much below their real 
worth. Ihave no doubt whatever that the corporation are sincerely desirous 
to promote the best interests of this community. I do not impute any 
improper motive to any member of the Town Council. On the contrary, [ 
believe they are all most anxious to get Glasgow supplied with a good 
quality of gas and at a low price. But it is quite possible that men ma 
take wrong means of attaining that end. In the present instance we thin 
the Town Council are taking wrong means, and therefore we have felt 
| necessitated to present a petition to Parliament against this bill, which is 
1: promoted by the Town Council. We maintain that there is no necessity 
|for the establishment of new works under the cognizance of the Town 
Council and at the expense of the public; that this company have supplied 
gas to the citizens of Gieetter since the year 1817 at a reasonable price and 
af a good quality; that the price is as low as it could be supplied by any 
other company, and of a quality not inferior to that produced by any com- 
pany in the kingdom. There has been a general feeling on the part of the 
|| public for a good many years that it is a pity there have been two com- 
panies established in Glasgow for supplying the city with gas, inasmuch as 
it renders necessary a double expenditure for works, for pipes, and for stair- 
fittings throughout the whole town, which expenditure might have been 
saved if the gas supply had been in the hands of one company. In every 
street in Glasgow there are two sets of pipes, and in every house there are 
two sets of stair-fittings, rendered necessary from the competition of the 
two companies, because at the timé the Suburban Company was started it 
could hardly have been expected that any arrangement could be made 
whereby one company should supply one side of the street and the other 
{company supply the other. The citizens of Glasgow felt desirous to aid in 
| the formation of an opposition company, and they gave some encourage- 
ment in taking gas from them. Of course, the establishment of the Sub- 
urban Company was not a thing of our seeking. We should have been 
very desirous to continue to supply Glasgow with gas, but as Parliament in 
its wisdom gave powers to the Suburban Company to erect new works, 
notwithstanding our opposition to it, and as the Town Council of the time 
aided those parties in the establishment of the new works, we could do 
nothing else than meet the competition that arose, and we have endea- 




















extending their works, and supplying the town and the suburbs in the way | 


extension of our works during the last twelve years has averaged some- | 





voured to carry on the competition as fairly as possible for both parties, 

While we may be said to compete with each other in point of civility to) 
customers and in quality of gas, I believe that in no instance almost have | 
we allowed any bad feeling to arise between us in our efforts to obtain i| 
customers. The directors, I think, are entitled to assume that, if it was || 
disadvantageous that the streets of the whole city should be cut up by the | 

laying of the pipes of two companies, it would greatly increase the evil if| 

that were to be done by a third company; while the other objection that I | 

have mentioned to the establishment of the Suburban Company would be | 

raised in a tenfold degree if the corporation were the parties who were to 

establish a new undertaking. The corporation besides, we think, are not! 

the parties to undertake the management of a commercial concern such as || 
that of manufacturing gas. And I cannot but think that if the public were | 
alive to their real position and interest, they would find it to be fully as 
beneficial to rest satisfied with the gas they get from this and the Suburban 
Company. In the different wards in the city there seems to be great 
ignorance as to the position of this company and the advantages they 
receive from it. We believe that the city has been well and sufliciently 
supplied with gas ever since this concern was established; we have 
had very few complaints of inadequate pressure, and we have had 
fewer complaints as to the quality of the gas, It has been our desire 
from the commencement, and more especially since the establish- 
ment of the Suburban Company, that our gas should be of a quality 
not inferior, at least, to that supplied by any other work in the kingdom. 
From the published reports of the corporation testings, it is proved 
that the gas supplied by this company is equal to that supplied by any 
other company. T may speak of it in round numbers as having an illumi- 
nating power of 80 candles. Now, the price charged by this company for 
gas is 4s.7d. per 1000 cubic feet, We used to supply gas at 4s. 2d., and the 
price was raised to 4s, 7d. in consequence of our having to pay a greatly 
increased price for our coal and a larger addition to our wages. The pub- 
lic, ignorant of the reason which induced the advance, complained that we 
hail raised the price. Now, the price of in 1847, and for many years 
after that period, was 5s. per 1000 cubic feet. By-and-by we could afford 
to reduce the price to 4s, 2d., in consequence of the price of coal having 
materially fallen. The average price of our coal at this time was 14s. 11d. 
per ton. The price was raised to 17s, 3d. per ton, and at the present mo- 
ment the average price is 19s. 1d. per ton for gas coal. In one year we 
were compelled to pay upwards of £12,000 more for coal than we had to do 
in the preceding year, and at that time the whole amount required to pay 
on dividend was only £15,000. ‘The price of gas must always be regulated by 
the cost of production. In a commercial community such as this any man 
with common sense must at once see that it is impossible for us to con- 
tinue the supply of gas at as low a rate when coals are at 19s. 1d. per ton 
as when they are 14s, 11d. But there is another and very material point 
to be kept in view when we talk of the price of gas, and that is the quality 
of the gas. It is very unfair to make comparisons with towns where the 
lighting quality of the gas is only 15 candles, as against that supplied by 
the Glasgow Company, who give a light equal to 30 candles. Our charge 
for gas is 4s, 7}d. per 1000 feet, and according to the calculations that have 
been furnished to me by our manager, Mr. Ritchie, wages, coal, assessments, 
and the interest upon borrowed money come to 3s. 3}d. per 1000 cubic feet. 
We supply meters to the public without charge, although they stand in our 
books at upwards of £59,000, for which practically, therefore, we get no 
return in any shape whatever. The proportion of rent chargeable for 
meters would amount to 5jd. The discount we give to large consumers 
throughout the city amounts to 2}d. The expense of stair-fittings and 
branches from the main which we have hitherto supplied, and which I 
believe are supplied by scarcely any other company in the kingdom, amounts 
to something like 13d., so that there is left for dividend only 5}d. Dedact- 
ing this—the meter-rent, discount, and stair-fittings which the public do 
not pay for—amounting to 10d., it leaves 3s. 9d. as the price of 30-candle | 
gas. Then there is another advantage which the citizens possess, although | 
they do not seem to appreciate it—viz., instead of having only one work 

for the manufacture ot gas, we have a work at Townhead, a work at} 
Tradeston, and a work at Partick, which is exceedingly beneficial in | 
equalizing the pressure of our gas; and although it may entail upon the) 
shareholders some little additional expense of managemeut, I am satisfied | 
it is a most advantageous thing for the community, as enabling them to get 

a much better and more regular supply of gas than they could obtain 

if there were only one work. It is also an additional benefit that if 

the men at any work should happen to be on strike, or if any acci- | 
dent should prevent our producing gas from one work, our two other | 
works would be able to supply the deficiency. I was going on to explain 

the price of gas in other towns, as compared with the price in Glasgow. 

The price of gas in Edinburgh is 4s. 10d.; the price in Dundee is 5s. 4d. for 

28 candles; in Aberdeen, 5s. 10d. for 30 candles; in Perth, 6s. 8d. for 30 | 
candles; and in London, 4s. for 14 candles, which is equal to upwards of 8s. | 
for 30 candles. In Manchester, where it was said gas was so cheap, the| 
price is 3s. 2d. for 20 candles; so that in reality the price of gas in Man- | 
chester is 5s. per 1000 cubic feet, if you take the additional price for the | 
additional light we give. In Liverpool the price is 8s. 3d. for 22 candles, 

which would make the price for 30 candles something like 4s. 9d. per 1000 | 
cubic feet. Then there is the important distinction in these two towns! 
which must always be kept in view, and it is this—that within the borough 

of Manchester the price is 3s. 2d., but beyond the borough the price is 3s. 8d. 
In Liverpool the price within the borough is 3s. 3d., but beyond it is 3s. 7d.; | 
while our price, delivered in the city or suburbs, is precisely the same as to 

a place next door to our works. The price in Leeds is 3s. 9d. for 16 candles, | 
which makes the price for 30 candles 7s. 4d. So if you look at all the 

leading towns I have mentioned, and | believe these may be taken as a fair 

standard throughout the country, it will be found that the price charged in| 
Glasgow is infinitely lower than that charged by any of those towns, and | 
the quality is greatly superior. Now, in the face of facts such as these, will | 
any gentleman say there is any necessity for the Town Council proposing | 
to establish an undertaking requiring an expenditure of something like | 
£1,000,000 to enable the community to be supplied with gas of good quality | 
and at a cheap rate. Iam surprised they should have contemplated such | 
an undertaking, and I believe that the ground on which they proposed to | 
establish their works is about the most unsuitable and the most unsafe they | | 
could possibly have. They have made a selection of ground within three | 
miles of Glasgow. It is situated near the old Dalmarnock Water-Works; 

the whole of the coal under that ground has been worked, and the ground 

rests on pillars, which may any day give way and bring the whole under- 

taking to the ground. So much for the establishment of new works by the 

corporation, ‘Then the other bill promoted by the Town Council—which [| 
take to be the real bill which they wish to push through Parliament—is aj 
bill for the acquisition of the works of this company as well as that of the 

Suburban Company. Having regard to the provisions of that bill, the 
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directors came to the resolution that this company ought to petition Parlia- 
ment against it. The grounds on which their objections are based, are that 
the bill is unnecessary, that this company has supplied the city well in times 
past, and they are quite able and willing to continue to do so; that the Town 
Council, whi le promoting these bills of their own, have presented a petition 
against our bill for the addition proposed to our capital and the extension 
of the works, upon the grounds that the concern has been mismanaged; 
that the supply of gas is inadequate, that it requires another company to 
supply Glasgow, and that they should be the parties to do so; that’ the 
quality of our gas is bad, and that the price charged is exorbitant. I think 
that we shall be able to satisfy Parliament that the management of an 
undertaking such as the manufacture of gas is more likely to be overseen 
with advantage to the community by a ay of directors selected from the 
shareholders, than by town-clerks or the Town Council managing it for 
themselves. There are a number of — in the Acquisition of Works 
Bill which seem to have raised the displeasure of a number of the wards, 
which complain very much of the assessment clause. I do not attach so 
much importance to this matter as they seem to do, because, if the corpo- 
ration are to acquire our works, we think it absolutely necessary there 
should be some additional security afforded to the shareholders for the 
payment of their annuity beyond the works themselves; because, if our 
works pass into the hands of the Town Council, we have no guarantee that 
they will be efliciently carried on and maiutained, and we would rather 
look after the management ourselves than entrust it to the hands of the 
Town Council. This brings me to the point about which the directors 
thought it advisable the shareholders should be informed—I allude to the 
negotiations which have taken place between the directors and the com- 
mittee of the Town Council, upon the subject of this bill promoted by the 
corporation. The first communication we had from the Town Council upon 
this subject was on the 18th of September, 1867. Then the town-clerk 
wrote to the secretary of this company :— 

Glasgow, Sept. 18, 1867. 
Dear Sir,—The Town Council at their last meeting came 10 a Cegtbition on this 
subject, of which I annex a copy. 
he committee have met and considered the subject, and I am desired to say to 
your directors that the committee think it would be advisable to have a meeting 
with a small number of your directors, to see if some arrangement can be come to, 
and to ask your directors to appoint some of their number for this purpose. 

I am also desired to ask for copies of your annual printed accounts since 1857, 
and of your Acts of Parliament when the last negotiations took place, and to 
request your early attention to this matter.—I am, dear sir, yours truly, 

ALEXANDER Monro. 
Alexander Ross, Esq., Secretary, Glasgow Gaslight Company. 


On the 28th of December the secretary wrote:— 

: Glasgow, Dec. 28, 1867. 
Dear Sir,—Referring to my letter of the 24th, I now beg to inform you that my 
directors have named the following gentlemen as a committee of their number to 
meet with the committee named by the Town Council—viz., James White, James 
Stirling, Robert Aitken, and Robert Chrystal ; and that they shall be glad to have 
a meeting with your committee at any time which may be appointed.—I am, &c., 
To Alexander Monro, Esq., Town-Clerk. AxEx. Ross, Secretary. 


In consequence of that correspondence we had a meeting with the com- 
mittee of the Town Council, but it ended unsatisfactorily. On the 25th of 
March we received from the town-clerk this letter :— 
Glasgow, March 20, 1868. 
Dear Sir,—I am directed by the committee of the Town Council on gas supply to 
ask if your company is prepared to make an offer of a transfer of their works, 
&c., to the corporation, and if soon whatterms. The committee require to report 
to the Town Council next week.— Yours truly, ALEX. Monro. 


The following is the secretary’s reply :— 
Glasgow, March 30, 1868. 


Dear Sir,—I have submitted your letter of the 24th to my directors, and I am 
desired to say that they are not in a position to make you an offer of their works, 
&c., nor have they any desire to dispose of them. If, however, the Town Council 
wish to — them, my directors will be glad to consider any offer which you 
may think fit to make. Meantime, should you desire any information in regard to 
the property, capital, and revenue of the company, my directors will be prepared 
to afford you every information you may desire, as was explained at the conference 
which we some time ago had with the committee of the Town Council. 

Iam, dear sir, yours truly, 
To Alexander Monro, Esq., Town-Clerk. ALFPXANDER Ross, Secretary. 


This last communication took place in March, 1868. The following letters 
were afterwards received from Mr. Monro:— 
Glasgow, Dec. 31, 1868. 

Dear Sir,—Referring to the communication between the directors of your com- 
pany and the committee of the Town Council, of which I sent you copies, I have 
now to inform you that, with a view to forming an opinion on the position of your 
company, and the terms on which your company should be taken over by the cor- 
ration, should this course be deemed expedient, the committee have appointed 
Messrs. Wm. Anderson (of Kerr, Anderson, and Brodie) and Wm. Brown (of 
M‘Cowan and Brown), accountants, to investigate the accounts of your company, 
and report on the subject to the committee. I presume there can be no objection to 
their having full access to the whole books, &c., and shall be glad to hear from you 
that this will be afforded them.—Yours truly, ALEXANDER Monro. 

The Secretary, Glasgow Gaslight Company. 





Glasgow, Jan. 5, 1869, 

Dear Sir,—I am directed by the committee of the Town Council in charge of their 
bills to inform your company that the committee are ready to receive and consider 
any proposals your company may wish to make, or to have a meeting with the 
directors, should that be thought desirable.—I am, dear sir, yours truly, 

- Alex. Ross, Esq., Secretary, ; ALEXANDER Monro. 

Glasgow Gaslight Company, 42, Virginia Street. 

f — Glasgow, Jan. 12, 1869. 

Dear Sir,—I am favoured with your letters of the 3lst ult. and 5th curt., which I 
have submitted to the board. i 

My directors consider that the relations between the company and the corporation 
have been so materially changed by the introduction by the corporation of a bill to 
establish rival works, that they feel they would not be justified in throwing 
open their books to the corporation as you desire, and thus giving them facilities 
for obtaining information which might be used in support of a hostile measure. At 
the same time, if the corporation purpose to make a tender for the works, the 
directors will,'as formerly offered in my letter of March 30 last, be glad to give any 
information which may be necessary, and every facility will be afforted for verifying 
the information so obtained before a final arrangement is come to. 

In answer to your second letter, Iam directed to say that the company have no 
desire to part with their works; and, as the question of selling them to the corpo- 
ration has never been brought before their shareholders, the directors have no pro- 
posal on the subject to make. In present circumstances they do not think that any 
good would result from a meeting ; but, if the corporation desire one, I shall be 
glad, on hearing from you, to bring the matter again before the board.—I am, &c., 

Alex. Monro, Esq., Town-Clerk, Glasgow. ALEx. Ross. 


Town-Clerk’s Chambers, Glasgow, Feb. 20, 1869. 
Dear Sir,—I am directed by the committee to inform you that they will be obliged 
by a committee of your directors meeting them, here on Wednesday first at two 
o'clock, to receive a communication of some importance regarding the bills at pre- 
sent in Parliament.—I am, &c., ALEx. Monro. 
Alex. Ross, Esq., Gaslight Company. 








Glasgow, Feb. 22, 1869. 

Dear Sir,—In consequence of the death of Councillor Martin, the meeting tor 
Wednesday first will necessarily fall.—Yours truly, ALEXANDER Monro. 

Alex. Ross, Esq., Sec., Glasgow Gaslight Company. 

The matter slumbered on till the 11th of March, 1869, when we receive:} 
the following communication from the town-clerk :— 
Glasgow, March 11, 1869. 

Sir,—On behalf of the corporation of Glasgow, and as instructed by them with 
reference to the Glasgow Corporation Gas (Purchase of existing Gas-Works, &c.) 
Bill, I hereby make the following offer :— 

1. The corporation will take over the works and whole property of the company 
of every description, and come into the place of the company, as pro in the 
above bill, taking over also, as at a date to be arranged, the whole assets, debts, and 
liabilities of the company. 

. The corporation will, from a date also to be arranged, being probably the same 
date on which the transference above proposed would take effect, pay to the holders 
of 10 per cent. stock annuities at the rate of 9 per cent. per annum, payable at the 
same terms as the 10 per cent. dividend is at present payable, and annuities at the 
rate of 6} per cent. to the holders of 74 per cent. stock, on the same footing. 
The payment of these annuities to be guaranteed as provided in the bill. 

This offer is made on the supposition that the annual accounts of the company are 
correctly stated, and show faithfully the capital and profit and loss accounts of the 
company. To test this the corporation would require to have access to the books of 
the company, so that they might be examined by competent accountants. 

The proposed annuities would of course be payable on the respective stocks only 
so far as actually issued and paid up. 

The corporation are ready to meet and discuss any details which may be neces- 
sary for fairly carrying out the above offer, and I have to request that you will let 
me know as soon as possible whether it will be accepted.—I am your obedient 
servant, ALEXANDER Monro, Town-Clerk. 


To the Glasgow Gaslight Company, Glasgow, 
per Alexander Ross, Esq., Secretary. 
On the 12th of March we received a supplementary letter from Mr. Monro. 


It is as follows:— 
Glasgow, March 12, 1869. 


Dear Sir,—From a conversation the Lord Provost informs me he had with one of 
your directors as to the meaning of the offer sent you yesterday, I think it right to 
state that the corporation do not intend that the shareholders should lose a half 
year’s dividend, but that the date of the transference and its terms should be so 
arranged that the 9 per cent. guaranteed dividend should commence from the date 


of the last 10 per cent. unguaranteed dividend.—I am, dear sir, yours truly, 
ALEXANDER Monro, Town-Clerk. 


Alexander Ross, Esq., Gaslight Company. 
The difficulty we had was to understand the arrangement between the cor- 
portion and ourselves as regards the current revenue of the company 
between the 31st of May, 1868, and the 3lst of May, 1869. According to 
the offer made by the Town Council, we read it that the corporation were 
to keep that dividend, that they were to pay our guarantee dividend from 
the date of their entering into our works—in fact, that they were to step 
exactly into our shoes. We were led to that belief from the fact that 
although our dividend is earned between May, 1868, and May, 1869, ac- 
cording to the practice as observed in late years, the dividend is not pay- 
able till August and February after the date of the balance, so that the 
period of payment does not take place till August, 1869, and February, 
1870. I have no doubt, in making this offer to this company, the Town 
Council looked upon the acquisition of the works of the gaslight company 
as one med to be for the benefit of the general public. I do not wonder 
at their looking at it in that light, because for a great many years we have 
been able to earn 10 and 7} per cent. without difficulty, and Parliament 
has sanctioned our getting that 10 per cent. and the 73 per cent. I do not 
think it is likely that Parliament would ever, by an ex post facto provision, 
take from the shareholders what Parliament has already given them; for 
they have a vested interest in the 10 and 7} per cent., and if the corporation 
were to step into our shoes, and earn only the same profit that we ourselves 
are doing, they would pocket the difference between the 9 and 6% per cent. 
clearly, and in addition they would make considerably more profit than we 
do, because there is no question of this, that if the two existing works 
were amalgamated in the hands of the corporation, the two amalgamated 
concerns would be able to make and sell gas at a lower rate than they can 

ssibly do in their present position. An amalgamated company would be 
in this position, that they would have only one set of pipes in one particular 
district, one set of stair-fittings in one particular house, which would be a 
considerable saving, while the expense of management and other details 
would enable them to earn considerably more profit than they could pos- 
sibly do as two separate companies. ‘They would also save a considerable 
sum in this way: we necessarily compete for the supply of coal; we have 
two parties looking after the same article, whereas if there was only one 
party it would get coals cheaper than two would do. The offer made by the 
corporation is one, I am satisfied, advisedly made. It was made, after great 
consideration. It was made, besides, with the advantage of having a man of 
great experience at their back, who has very ably counselled them on the 
subject. The report given in by him is the groundwork upon which the 
Town Council made the offer of 9 per cent. and 63 per cent. Asall of you 
must have seen Mr. Barlow's report, I need not go over it to any consider- 
able extent as to how the town could be best supplied with gas. There are 
three ways—either by the establishment of new works, the amalgamation 
of the two works, or the acquisition by the Town Council of our existing 
works; and he recommends the Town Council'to offer an annuity of 9 per 
cent. on the capital upon which we are getting 10 per cent., and 63 upon 
the capital upon which we are getting 7} per cent. He thinks that upon 
these conditions the Town Council will be able to make an exceedingly 
good bargain. We may regard that as the minimum of the Town Council, 
because, advised as they have been by Mr. Barlow, I think we may take it 
as pretty plain that he would not have recommended them to give more 
than he thought was a very good and safe investment for the community. 
He is of opinion that if it is impossible to come to terms with the two 
companies, then the Town Council should consider the propriety of having 
works of their own. Having read several extracts from the report of Mr. 
Barlow, the chairman continued: Mr. Barlow estimates that the corporation 
could supply 30-candle gas at 3s. 10d. without meter-rent, and at 3s. 8d. 
with a moderate meter-rent; but in this calculation he makes no allowance 
for interest or profit on capital expended on the works. Now, Mr. Barlow 
does not give us, nor does he scem to have given to the Town Council, any 
idea of what the expense of the new works would be—there is no estimate 
of capital or anything else. The estimate of Mr. Barlow is 3s. 6d. per 1000 
cubic feet, which is on the understanding that there is to be no profit. 
But we also can supply gas without profit; 38, 34d. is the cost for wages, 
coal, and assessments. If you make deductions for meters and everything 
else, you will find that the quality of gas, and the price at which we supply, 
are fully better for the consumer than Mr. Barlow’s estimate would give. But 
then Mr. Barlow goes on the assumption that the price of gas is to continue 
at 4s, 7d. Without throwing down the gauntlet to the Town Council, I 
think the shareholders of this company are fairly entitled—if we are to meet 
with competition, if the community are to be advised to spend £1,000,000 or 
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£500,000 in the establishment of new works, and competition forces down 
the price of gas—to say that if they are obliged to go without their 10 and 
74 per cent., the Town Council will find that, instead of making gas at a 
profit, it will be actually making it at a loss, and the public would 
require to be assessed to make up the deficiency; because with our 
reserved fund we are in a position to pay dividend without any profit 
at all. We have a reserve-fund of £30,000 from which to make up our 
10 per cent., if it should happen that our profits fall below that point. 


\| The number of our shareholders is 587. Our stock has been a very safe 
‘lone since the commencement of the company, and parties of moderate 


means have been in the habit of investing their money in our stocks, feel- 
ing assured that they would be able to get a steady return one year with 
another. In this way we have ladies, minors, and trustees for children, to 
the number of 341, holding shares in this company, and all the others not 
in the position of these different classes number 196—making a total of 537 
shareholders; so that it will be seen the great bulk of the proprietors con- 
sists of parties who rely upon the return they are getting for their invest- 
ment as not unly a safe one, but one which they can expect to receive one 
year with another. The dividend they receive is a matter of vital import- 
ance. In mentioning this fact, 1 think the corporation never for one mo- 
ment would propose either to confiscate the property of the company or to 
reduce the amount of dividend of parties who have made their investments 
in this way. Ifthe community of Glasgow really intend to take into their 
own hands the management of the works of the gas companies, I think 
vested interests should not be lost sight of, and a great public benefit should 
not be obtained by the sacrifice of the interests of minors, ladies, and trustees 
of children. As I have already said, Parliament sanctioned the 10 per cent. 
being given to the original shareholders of this company for a very good 
reason. At that time the gas-works were an institution quite new. There 
had then been no experience as to the manufacture or consumption of gas, 
and it was attended with great risk. Commercially, money was then worth 
5 per cent., and, considering the risk the company ran, and the benefit to 
be conferred upon the community, Parliament was not unwise in sanction- 
ing the maximum of 10 per cent. to the shareholders. A boon, therefore, 
was then given to the original shareholders, but it was done under circum- 
stances that truly entitled them to the boon, and I do not think Parliament 
will be likely to undo what they have done. The amount of capital upon 
which the 10 per cent. is allowed is £150,000. Subsequently £50,000 of 
this was sold in the market, and realized a large amount of premium. By 
the provisions of the Act of Parliament these premiums are ordered to be 
expended in the works, and the shareholders get no dividend upon the 
premiums which they paid. At a subsequent creation of capital Par- 
liament only sanctioned a dividend of 74 per cent., but that stock has 
been sold at public auction to the highest bidder, and the premiums 
received on that stock are expended on the works, and no dividend 
is paid to the shareholders upon it, so that in reality the shareholders 
who have come in latterly and bought their shares at public sale are 
at this moment not getting 5 per cent. for their money. Now, it is 
surprising to find that, with so many undertakings offering large profits, 
shareholders should so readily invest their money for a dividend of 
less than 5 per cent. The only explanation I can give of a satisfactory 
kind is, that their doing so must be mainly due to the careful management 
of the company, and their being assured that in time to come the com- 


|| munity of Glasgow will give them that support to which they are entitled, 


from what they have been doing since the year 1817. But there is a still 
more satisfactory reason than that which I have urged. The Town Council 
held shares originally in this company for the purpose of encouraging its 
formation, and by Act of Parliament the Lord Provost is, ex officio, our 
chairman, I am sorry to say that, during the time I have been a director, 
we have never been honoured with the attendance of a Lord Provost. But it 
is very important to know that the corporation held £750 of the stock of 
this company at the ontset. For reasons best known to themselves, they 
disposed of that stock in 1838 at a price the highest the stock has ever 
reached. The corporation received £56 per share for the stock they sold 
in 1838, putting into their pockets £1247 of profit. They now ask ies 
who bought that stock from them to sell it at @ price that would yield 
them not only positive loss on tke purchase, but diminish the dividend on the 
amount. A very important element was left out of consideration altogether 
when the Town Council made this proposal to us—that was, the Town 
Council had no idea whatever what the value of our works was. They 
have never had anybody to look at our works, nor have they made any 
inquiries as to the value of our property. We feel so satisfied upon this 
subject that we should be very willing that our works and property should 
be thoroughiy examined. We have nothing to conceal, for we are satisfied 
that our works are in as efficient a state as any in the kingdom. From the 
very beginning we have been yearly charging a considerable sum to main- 
tain and renew the works in an efficient state, so that instead of having 
a capital of half a million, as we should have but for that depre- 
ciation-fund, our capital expenditure now stands at £363,786, while 
we maintain that if we were to sell our works to the corporation 
by arbitration we should get something like £500,000 for them. In 
addition to our works we have various sites where we have gasholders, from 
which a supply is taken to the mains, thus enabling us not only to control 
the consumption, but also equalize the pressure. We have property in the 
Old Wynd and in the Calton. We have ground in Lancefield Street not 
now necessary for the purposes of the company. The amount there is 
3349 square yards, which are estimated to be worth £2 per square yard. 
We have ground in Alston Street, ground in Cowcaddens, and this fine 
property in Virginia Street. If the corporation were to acquire our works, 
they would surely be thankfnl to us for having put up a building capable of 
carrying on the business of both companies after they passed into the hands 
of the Town Council. We have altogether ground containing 75,000 square 
yards, or upwards of 15 acres. Then, in addition, we have house property 
which we had to acquire adjoining our works, yielding a rental of something 
like £800 a year. No doubt we have feu-duties to pay for some of our 
ground, but still there is a very large margin of profit upon that which we 
hold. if we were to go into the market to acquire the ground upon which 
our works and property stand, instead of costing us 3s. or 4s. per square 
yard, the average price that would have to be paid would probably be from 
a guinea to 30s.a yard. If the Town Council had taken the precedents 
which were to be found throughout the country, they would have seen that 
in every case the shareholders have got the dividend which Parliament 
sanctioned. Ido not see any reason why in Glasgow the dividend which 
we have been earning should be cut down to the extent the Town Council 
propose. If you look back to the proceedings of the Town Council, I think 
you will find in our favour a strong argument from the manner in which 
they dealt with the water company. ‘The corporation paid the Glasgow 
Water Company a dividend by way of annuity, at the rate of 4} per cent, 
upon their capital, although immediately thereafter they razed the works 








to the ground. In short, they felt that the parties who had invested their 
money to supply Glasgow with water were entitled to fair consideration, 
and should be secured to the extent of 4} per cent., although their works 
were perfectly useless for the pu of the corporation. _Now, our case 
is very different. From the day that the corporation step into our works 
they will earn a revenue greatly exceeding what they propose to pay us. 
Therefore, in every view of the case, we are entitled to ask the corporation 
to deal liberally with the shareholders of this company. Having regard to 
these various points, and having carefully and anxiously considered them, 
a directors resolved to send the following communication to the town- 
clerk ;— 
Glasgow Gaslight Company, 42, Virginia Street, 
Glasgow, March 16, 1869. 

Sir,—I have to acknowledge receipt of your communications of 11th and 12th 
inst., which have been submitted to my directors, I am instructed to say that they 
cannot recommend the shareholders of this company to accept the offer which you 
have been instructed to make for the purchase and acquisition of the works and 
property of this company. a 

My directors are advised that they are entitled to a higher return than that which 
you have offered for their works, on which a much larger sum than the nominal 
capital has been expended. They are quite disposed to make some concession to 
meet the wishes of the corporation, but they cannot see that the interests of their 
shareholders should be sacrificed to enable the corporation to carry out what they 
seem to regard as a great boon as well as a profitable investment. 

As the Town Council appear desirous to acquire the undertaking of the Glasgow 
Gaslight Company, and as my directors have no wish to throw obstacles in the way 
of a public benefit, they are disposed to recommend their shareholders to accept 
the following terms :— 

1. An annuity of 9 per cent. on £150,000 of capital, on which they are entitled 
to receive a dividend of 10 per cent., and of 6} per cent. on £65,000 of capital, on 
which they are entitled to receive a dividend of 74 per cent., all raised and expended 
by the company, payable half yearly from 31st of May, 1869, the date at which the 
books of the company are balanced, and at which it is proposed the corporation 
should get possession—said annuity to be guaranteed as provided for by the Pur- 
chase of Existing Gas-Works Bill. . 

2. The revenue earned by the company up to 3lst of May, 1869, including 
the sum then at the credit of reserve and suspense accounts (specially applicable to 
make up their dividend in case of its falling below 10 and 7} per cent.), shall belong 
to and be divisible among the shareholders in proportion to the dividends payable 
to them on the stocks which they respectively hold. ° 

3. The books of thé company shall be submitted to the Town Council, that 
they may satisfy themselves of their accuracy, and the same shall be balanced in 
accordance with this agreement, ut sight of, and to the satisfaction of two accountants, 
to be named by the parties respectively, and the balance appearing due thereon 
shall be payable to the directors of this company for division among the share- 





holders as aforesaid, as at the 3lst of May, 1869, with interest at 5 per cent. el | 


paid. 
4. The corporation shall pay, as at the said 3lst of May, 1869, with interest 


at 5 per cent. till paid, any sum which may have been expended on capital account | 


omens £293,829 3s. 9d. (the nominal capital and premiums received from share- 
olders). 

5. The corporation shall pay, or relieve the company of payment of, the bonds 
or mortgages, as well as advances from bankers, and other debts and liabilities 
undertaken by a prestable against the company, as at the 3lst of May, 1869, and 
shall be entitled to all the rights and privileges conferred on the company. 

6. The corporation shall pay all the expenses that may be incurred with refer- 
ence to or in carrying out this arrangement, as well as of all deeds that may be 
requisite to complete the transaction, and vest in the corporation the works, pro- 
perty, plant, business, and assets of the company, as at the 31st of May, 1869. 

7. In case of dispute, the matter to be referred to two arbiters, to be mu- 
7 chosen, with power to name an oversman, whose award shall be final and 

inding. 

This proposal is made without prejudice to the rights and claims of this company, 
and on the understanding that the corporation are to acquire at the same time the 
works of the City and Suburban Company, and, in case this is not carried out, this 
yaa not to be founded on or referred to before the committee on 
the bills. 

If wished, my directors will be glad to meet your committee, and explain any 
points on which information may be desired, and at same time arrange as to the 
disposal of the various bills before Parliament, in order to protect the interests of 

parties. Avex. Ross. 

Alexander Monro, Esq., Town-Clerk, Glasgow. 


The difference between the two proposals is practically £34,299 10s. 9d., 


composed of the sums at the credit of suspense and reserve accounts, which | 


it will be recollected consist of revenue, and this indisputably the property 
of the shareholders, By the agreement of 1857 it was stipulated that the 
reserve of £29,104 133. 5d. was to belong to and be divided among the 
shareholders, there being no sum then at the credit of suspense, so that it 
does appear unreasonable that the corporation should now refuse to give 
what was explicitly conceded under the agreement of 1857. In every view 
of the matter, I think the shareholders are entitled to fair and reasonable 
consideration at the hands of the Town Council, and if we do not get that 
we must do our best to protect ourselves in Parliament. 

Dr. Cowan then moved the following resolution: —“ The shareholders, 
having heard the explanations made by Mr. White as to the bills being 
promoted by the company and the corporation, and as to the position of 
the negotiations with the corporation, approve of the steps taken by the 
directors, and agree to leave the matter in their hands to deal with as they 
may think proper.” 

=, Hueu Brown seconded the resolution, which was carried unani- 
mously. 

A vote of thanks to the chairman concluded the proceedings, 


Crry AND SuBURBAN Gas ComPANy oF GLASGOW. 


A Special General Meeting of the Shareholders of this Company was 
held in the Religious Institution Rooms, on Monday, March 29, “to consider 
a proposal by the corporation of Glasgow to purchase the undertaking and 
property of the company, and to determine thereon,” 

In the absence of Mr. Mark Sprot, chairman of the company, Mr. Jonn 
Ross, jun., presided. 

The Secretary (Mr. William Thomson) read the advertisement calling 
the meeting, and afterwards some correspondence which had taken place 
between the town-clerk and himself, on behalf respectively of the corpo- 
ration and the gas company. The letters from Mr. Monro contained the 
proposal made by the corporation, which was in terms similar to those 
made to the Glasgow Gaslight Company. The answer made to the town- 
clerk, on behalf of the City and Suburban Company, was as follows:— 

69, Saint George’s Place, Glasgow, March 17, 1869. 

Dear Sir,—I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letters of the 11th and 12th curt. 
which have been submitted to the directors of this company, by whom I am directe 
to inform you that, although they are desirous to retain their valuable and safe 
undertaking, the dividends on which are practically secured by their reserved fund, 
they are disposed to meet the views of the corporation representing the community, 
and to recommend to their shareholders to entertain the proposal of a transfer to 
the Town Council on terms of which the following are the principal :— 

1, That a permanent guaranteed annuity at the rate of 9 per cent, shall be paid on 
the capital of £150,000 created under the Acts of 1843 and 1857, and of 6} per cent, 
on the capital of £50,000 created under the Act of 1857. The annuities to commence 
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to run from the 30th of June next, being the date of the annual statutory balance of 
the company, when the undertaking shall be transft to the co ion. 

2. That the books of the company shall be balanced on the 30th of June next, and 
the sums expended in extension of the works and capital during the preceding year, 
and the stock on hand, placed to the debit of capital account, and that the profits for 
that year, including the value of manufactured material, and products, and gas de- 
livered, but not charged or paid for, shall be applied in payment of the dividends to 
the shareholders at the maximum rates on the several amounts of capital for such 
preceding year, and the oe if any, placed to the credit of the reserved fund, 
any deficiency, on the other hand, being taken from the reserved fund. 

3. That there shall be rg to the company the amount of the reserved funds 
created under the Acts of 1843 and 1857, with the addition of the surplus of the 
profits after paying the dividends specified in the preceding article for the year 
ending the 30th of June next, but in no case to exceed £25,500, and the amount of 
which reserved funds shall bear interest at the rate of 5 per cent. from the 30th of 
June next till paid. 

4, That the corporation shall undertake to implement and pay the whole debts, 
obligations, liabilitics, and current contracts of the company, including the mort- 
gage and the floating debts to bankers and others, except the price of materials in 
stock at the 30th of June next, and charged by the company either to capital or 
revenue and expenditure accounts. 

5. That the corporation shall withdraw the New Works Bill promoted by them, 
and consent to the bill promoted by the company for the extension of capital being 

sed, but that the company shall undertake not to create any of the additional 
capital authorized by the bill; the corporation, on the other hand, undertaking to 
prerife whatever capital may have been expended by the company at June 30 next 
excess of the share and loan capital authorized by the Acts and premium-fund, 
amounting together to £265,005, with the interest thereon after the 30th of June 


6. That the company shall concur with the corporation in promoting the Purchase 
Bill, to which the agreement between the parties shall be appended, as containing 

he terms of the purchase. 

7. That the corporation shall pay all expenses, including stamp duty, connected 
with the transfer of the company’s undertaking, and the property and assets thereof, 
and the parliamentary expenses. 

8. That in the event of any dispute arising between the parties as to the subject 
matter of this transaction, the same shall be remitted to Andrew Bannatyne, writer, 
Glasgow, whom failing, to Anderson Kirkwood, writer, there, with power to the 
arbiter to employ accountants or other professional persons to assist him in dis- 
posing of the matters referred. 

9. It is stipulated that, if the proposals herein contained shall not be agreed to by 
the corporation, they shall not be founded on in any way, either in Parliament or in 
future negotiations, except with consent of the company. 

10. It is stipulated as a condition of the present negotiations that both the gas 
companies shall be taken over by the corporation. 

The directors intend to submit the proposals of the corporation, along with their 
views, to the shareholders of the company on the 29th inst., and they therefore will 
feel obliged by receiving an answer as early as convenient. 

I am directed to state that a deputation of the directors of the company will be 
happy to meet a committee of the Town Council, when they will be prepared to 
give any explanations which may be necessary.—I am, dear sir, yours truly, 

WILL. THomson, Sec. 
The town-clerk replied as under:— 
Glasgow, March 22, 1869. 

Dear Sir,—I received your letter of the 17th inst., intimating that the offer of the 
corporation should be submitted to your shareholders. Your letter also contains 
an offer of other terms, but stipulates that those terms shall not be founded on or 
referred to should they not be accepted. The letter was laid before the committee 
of the Town Council on gee supply, and I am directed to inform you that they can- 
not consider any offer which is trammelled with such a condition, and they there- 
fore give you the option of withdrawing either the offer or the condition. The 
offer made by the corporation will, be foun on in Parliament, and all that follows 
upon it must also be laid before Parliament.— Yours truly, 
The City and Suburban Gas Company’s Offices, 

per Wm. Thomson, Sec. 


The CHarrMAN said the corporation had stated they had not intended 
this session to go to Parliament, but for their being semi-officially informed 
that the gas companies were to apply for additional powers. Now, the gas 
companies ask no additional powers or privileges of any kind, but only 
additional capital to enable them to light the extending city and suburbs; 
and the corporation surely would not wish to see us restricted in that 
respect, and all new houses, works, and streets left without a supply of gas. 
It is a rule of Parliament not to give extensive power of raising capital, but 
to bring the companies back from time to time, so that if anything is wrong 
it can be corrected. A year after the last Act for extension of capital was 
got, a few consumers applied to the sheriff, under the General Gas Act, for 
an investigation of the company’s affairs, and to ascertain if the rate charged 
was warranted. He remitted to Mr. M‘Clelland, accountant, who made a 
minute inquiry into its affairs from the very commencement of the com- 
pany, and reported that all had been conducted properly, and the accounts 
very carefully kept. His report was confirmed by the sheriff. In their 
petition ‘against our bill the corporation state the “increased price has 
arisen partly from the improper application of the two companies of their 
respective revenues to purposes of capital,” that “the cost has been greater 
than under a proper and efficient system it might, and ought to have been,” 
and refer to “unnecessary and unjustifiable expenditure,” “ improperly 
stating their accounts,” &c. Now, what are the facts? About 25 years ago, 
when this company began, the price was 8s. per 1000 feet; it was then 
reduced to 6s. 8d., and, subsequently, by increased consumption, it fell to 
4s. 7d., but was raised to 5s. for a short time, then reduced to 4s. 7d., and 
again to 4s. 2d.,and now 4s. 7d., and as on the first advance it was fora 
short period only, it is hoped that will be the case with the present price, 
and that it will soon be again at 4s. 2d., or even lower. I know no other 
article of manufacture which has fallen in proportion during that period, 
although coal has advanced more than the 5d. per 1000 feet in the price 
of gas, and wages, for the greater number of the workmen, are nearly 
double the rate since we began—then they were 2s. 6d. to 8s., now 5s. 
r day. For some years after this company began, their great object, 
and in which they were very successful, was so to reduce the price, 
and keep up the quality as to induce those who had small gas-works 
of their own to abandon them, and others to use gas who had not done so, 
or to increase the use of it; and many did introduce it to workshops, and 
for purposes not previously tried—such as calenderers, cutlers, clothing 
establishments, &c.; and now for about 25 years this city and suburbs have 
had the cheapest supply of gas of any city in the world. I use these terms 
advisedly, and Iam prepared to prove it; and, taking everything into ac- 
count, it is very wonderful, for, whatever some of the corporation and 
other parties may have stated to the contrary, this city does not possess the 
advantages that some others do, Take Manchester and Liverpool for ex- 
amples. They get an ample supply of coal at Wigan, much nearer to both, 
and, of course, much less carriage to pay than our principal sources of sup- 
ply—Lesmahago, New Cumnock, &c. Again, in each of these two towns 
the number of meters is only between one-third and one-half of Glasgow, 
from the great number of self-contained houses, one meter supplying each, 
and not half the surveyors and collectors required, and canvassers are not 
required. The ground also around this city 1s in many places undermined 
by mineral workings, and great expense and waste incurred accordingly. 
By including our meters in the price of gas, of course the small consumers 
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from 10s. a year downwards get it much cheaper, but being in general the 
poorest class, the slight difference to the others is not grudged by them. If 
we were to charge for our meters at the same rateasin Manchester, it would 

ield us £8100, or about 54d. per 1000 feet; and there the charge for street- 
amps amounts to £11,282, here to £6334 per annum; and although I have 
not been there for some years, I have seen others who have been there often, 
and who never thought it was better lighted than Glasgow. But our com- 
panies give much more than they bargained for in lighting the town, as in 
many cases we find the flame of lamps 1 to 1} inch higher than the standard. 
We do not, however, charge the corporation with dishonesty, but attribute 
it to accident, or to the want of care in their servants. And as with the 
street-lamps so with every consumer—it costs more for the same amount of 
light in Manchester, Liverpool, and London than in Glasgow, from difference | } 
in quality, &c. The test of the price is not merely the quantity passing 
through the meter, but the quality or illuminating power, and Glasgow is 
the cheapest, taking all into account, Although our Act of Parliament 
gave us full power to go along all streets and _ places whatever, when 
we began the corporation asked £100 a year for allowing us to go through 
the Green with the main, which is as much public property as the streets. 
After some time, rather than quarrel with them, we agreec to allow £25 a 
year, which we have paid ever since, and they continue from time to time 
to require us to supply street-lamps long before there are enough of houses | 
built in the district to make it pay us, and, of course, all these exactions 
prevent so far our reducing the price, but the public reap the benefit. As \| 
to the sale of our works, &c., we expected our present dividends of 10 and 
74 per cent. would have been cheerfully paid us; and if they were, it would | | 
only be equal to 74 per cent. on the capital expended, including the money | | 
borrowed, the premiums received on the 7} per cent. stock, &c., and for that 
we would have handed over everything in our possession—including the re- | 
sults of all our experience as to value of all the different coals and other | 
materials, and our valuable established connexion, with ample ground bought | 
or feued at very low rates, as ve peta with present value; and although | 
we have only one great,and which I may call “ model ” work, which enables | 
us to economize in the management, our main-pipes are sufficiently large 
to supply the city at a uniform rate of pressure. We do‘not know) 
of any sale of the kind in which the full previously received dividends were 
not given, at the very least. The corporation gave the water company the 
full average of previous eight years dividends, although their works were 
comparatively worthless and were abandoned. Only 17 of the original | 
holders have stock now, a large number bought at high prices; many are | 
held by ladies and trustees for families, and it is hard to deprive them of 
any part cf what, with many of them, yields a bare living. Some have 
suffered severely by banks, railways, and other companies, and now what 
they looked upon—and had a right to do so, so long as the company gave 
such a supply-at such a moderate price—as quite a safe investment, is 
attacked by a corporation who wish to take a tenth part off their income, 
although they never shared iu their losses and never once made any offer | 
or attempt to supply the citizens with gas, or risked their capital till private 
individuals did so. Now the stock is held as follows:—Old stock held by 
trustees, 8478 shares; held by ladies, 4330; and by gentlemen, 7192; making | 
together 15,000 shares. New stock held by trustees, 1396 shares; held by | 
ladies, 890; and by gentlemen, 2714; making 5000 shares. So far from its ' 
being considered a crime to take 10 per cent. when it can be got froma 
successful company, looking at the many failures of companies which, ' 
although they benefit the public, are ruinous to the holders of their stock, 
it seems very moderate indeed. If the corporation had offered us 10 and 
7} per cent.—being our present dividends, and virtually guaranteed to us 
by our reserve-fund—it would have been fair and reasonable, but anything 
under we consider the reverse, You must all be surprised, as I was, at the 
serious charges made by the corporation against the gas companies, seeing 
that all the very high-standing gentlemen who have held the honourable 
position of Lords Provost for 50 years have been the chairmen of the old 
company, and our own board has had the faithful and devoted services of 
gentlemen some of whom have been provosts and councillors. I can state 
that these charges are groundless, for I have been connected with many 
public companies, and have never known greater attention and care be- 
stowed in any one of them by the directors and managers than in this 
company; and from the experience of some of them connected with the 
iron and coal trades, which fluctuate so much, they have been able to make 
their large contracts in general on the most favourable terms; and by the 
strictest economy and surveillance in every department, and having attained | 
their maximum dividend for their shareholders, to keep down the price to 
the public. The greater number of our shareholders are not in Glasgow, 
and cannot even participate hereafter in the cheap gas to be furnished by 
the corporation, and cannot understand how they are asked to give up a 
portion of their income to benefit the city of Glasgow. It seems rather a 
strange thing on the part of the corporation that they do not appear to 
intend to give the whole benefit of the more economical management which 
they promise to introduce to the consumers of gas. They seem to look 
forward to a fund for general municipal purposes. We do not think this 
ought to be done, but I do not know that we, as a company, have anything 
to do with what may be done by the corporation after they may acquire 
our undertaking. With these remarks, gentlemen, I leave the matter in 
your hands. 

Letters from several absent shareholders, disapproving of the proposed 
transfer of the works, were then read. 

Mr. D. Cross said he had a resolution to submit to the meeting, but 
before doing so he desired to express his own sentiments on this matter. 
He felt very much at a loss, as did the inhabitants of Glasgow generally, 
for the reason of this movement on the part of the corporation. He had 
always understood that Glasgow was better supplied with gas than almost 
any town in the kingdom, and so far as he had aed there had not been a 
single complaint on the subject from the public. Many things in Glasgow 
were subject of complaint. For instance, the police were often complained 
of, the sewage was a subject of universal complaint, and yet the corpo- 
ration went away from these important matters to the gas supply, which 
was not complained of, and which was as near perfection as a gas concern 
could be. Still, the company must deal with the subject before them, and 
he could not understand how the corporation could expect to acquire a 
considerable undertaking of this kind Stow the average of the revenue it 
had been yielding to the shareholders. He recommended the directors not 
to be frightened or intimidated by the proposal to submit the question to 
Parliament. It must be for them to consider what course they should take 
in the circumstances in which they were now placed, but as he understood the 
proposal of the directors it simply meant that they would accept the terms, 
leaving the company, however, the benefit of the reserve-fund. Surely there 
was nothing unreasonable in that. The case of the water company was not 
analogous. The acquiring of these works was a matter of necessity—the 
health of the city and its sanitary condition required it; but in the case of 
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the gas it was altogether different. There was no complaint. Had there 
been a monopoly even, he might have fancied some reason; but instead of 
that there was active competition, and the public were thus insured civility. 
Though he was not a very large shareholder, he was decidedly of opinion 
that the directors ought to be firm in the matter. He quite agreed with the 
chairman that, if the works were acquired by the corporation, any surplus 
should be devoted to the reduction of the price of gas, and not to general 
purposes. He concluded by moving the following resolution :—* Approve of 
the precedure of the directors in applying for an Act for increasing the 
capital of the company, and in their negotiations with the corporation of 
the city as to taking over the undertaking of the company, and leave the 
promotion of the bill and negotiations with the corporation in the hands of 
the directors.” 
Mr. M‘Anprew seconded the motion. 


would not get frightened, as a certain deputation had done in connexion 
with the Union Railway. 

The CHArrMAN thought it was not at all likely that the directors would 
get frightened. THe was not quite sure that they would have agreed with 
the terms if they had been left entirely to themselves, but they thought 
from the beginning that the two companies should go together in this. 
When the old company were willing to take the 9 and the 63 per cent. and 


otherwise, 
The resolution was then unanimously agreed to. 
A vote of thanks to the chairman closed the proceedings. 


Town Councit Meetinc—Tuurspay, Apriv 1. 
Mr. SALMON gave in the following reasons of dissent against the resolu- 
tion of the council, at its last meeting, to offer 9 per cent. to the gas com- 
panies as a basis of purchase: — 


1. Because there are no circumstances connected with the business of manufac- 
turing gas which remove it from the category or exempt it from the contingencies 
of other trades and manufactures. 

2. Because to purchase a manufacturing business such as the two Glasgow Gas- 
Works at a higher price than would enable the citizens to be supplied with gas at 
a price greatly less than they now pay would be to burden the city with a vast re- 
sponsibility and labour, the results of which cannot be foreseen. 

3. Because the two Glasgow gas companies have only been enabled to pay the 
present high rate of interest by a combination and monopoly, which gave them the 
ia to compel the citizens to pay more for their gas than its just and legitimate 
value. 

4. Because, on entering into proposals of purchase with the gas companies, the 
basis of arrangement ought to have been, not the profits which these companies 
have been able to obtain by the compulsion of monopoly, but the profits which 
would be obtainable in a fair and open market. 
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5. Because 9 per cent. is an unreasonable and unheard-of price to pay for any 
such business as the manufacturing of gas, and will not only entail an unnecessary 
burden on the citizens, but will prevent them, without the most serious loss, from 
adopting any improved mode of obtaining artificial light which the probabilities of 
the age may warrant us to expect. 

_6. Because, from the double system of the manufacture and pipeage by which the 
citizens are now supplied with gas, it will be impossible, in the event of a purchase, 
to introduce that unity of labour and outlay which are necessary without, from the 
very moment of the transfer, encountering piecemeal the gigantic labour of remodel- 
ling the whole works and plant of the present companies, requiring a capital which 
in itself will swallow up a large proportion of the present interest. 

7. Because, though the rating clause now in the gas bills of the corporation is 
only there as a parliamentary necessity, never likely to sbe enforced if the present 
gas-works are obtained at a fair market value, it will so alter the circumstances, if 
these works ure to be purchased at an unreasonable price, as to make it more than 
probable that the interest on the capital must be met either by taxing the com- 
munity or raising the price of gas above its present rates. 

The minutes of the committee on gas supply, dated March 19, con- 
tained the following:— 

Read letter from the Glasgow Gaslight Company, refusing the offer made by the 
corporation, and making an offer of other terms of purchase, but stipulating that, 
unless the agreement is come to, the offer shall neither be founded on nor referred to. 
Read also letter from the City and Suburban Gas Company, intimating that the 
offer of the corporation would be submitted to their shareholders, and also making 
another offer with a similar condition as to its not being founded on or referred to. 
The committee resolve that, as the offer of the corporation was made with the view 
of being laid before Parliament, they cannot deal with any answer to said offer made 
with such a reservation; but they are of opinion that the companies should have an 


an answer to this effect to be returned to them. 
On the motion of the Lorp Provost, the minutes were agreed to. 





MR. HUGHES'S CLAIM ON THE FOLKESTONE CORPORATION. 

At a Meeting of the Folkestone Corporation, held on Monday, the 8th 
ult., the subject of Mr. Hughes’s claim was brought forward by Mr. Har- 
RISON (the deputy town-clerk), who said they were aware this claim had 
refereuce to the account recently brought before them of the money 
expen‘le! by the Lighting Committee, who suggested that Mr. Hughes’s 
bill should be referred to some gentleman of experience. Mr. Hughes 
assented to this course, but afterwards put the case into the hands of 
Messrs. Kempson, Trollope, und Winkworth, solicitors, who said they must 
serve a writ on the corporation, and go through the ordinary course for 
arbitration. Instead of serving a writ, they wrote down to the town-clerk 
to ask him to accept service, He therefore came to inquire what steps 
should be taken in the matter, and he would remind them that the bill 
amounted to £321 7s, 8d. One of the reasons that induced the Lighting 
Committee to object to the bill was Mr. Hughes charging from time to 
time certain days, of which the particulars were not fully set out, The 
town-clerk sent to that gentleman, and asked him how he made his account, 
when he returned a list of items ——s 136 hours, which, at eight 
hours per day, made a total of 17 days. He then read a list of these items. 
Mr. Banks asked what part of this was for money paid out of pocket. 
Mr. Harrison: About £65; items for assistance, hotel bills, and travelling 

nses. 

r. Davipson: Was there any agreement as to Mr. Hughes’s mode of 
payment? 

r. Harrison: There was a letter; he was to have five guineas per day 

and his travelling and hotel expenses. 
/ a How was it Mr. Hughes was engaged? Who suggested his 
name 

Mr. Harrison could not tell who mentioned his name in the first 
instance—he was named several times. 

Mr. Hoap would like to know if it was worth while going to arbitration. 

Mr. Harrison: The course ordinarily taken is to submit a case of this 
sort to an arbitrator. 

Mr. Couns (a gas director) said the wisest course for the corporation to 
adopt would be to pay at once. He was very sorry the committee did not 
employ a man of eminence instead of Mr. Hughes. He considered quite 
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the reserve-fund, the City and Suburban thought they could scarcely do | 


Mr. Perer Anam hoped that when the directors went to London they | 


| astonished to find that the arrangement with Mr. Hughes could not be 





opportunity of withdrawing their letters or the objectionable condition, and direct | by submitting this to a first-rate man, and if he so advised they could fight | 


money enough had been spent, and a great deal more than ought to be 
spent, but he could see no good in increasing that expense. He therefore 
moved that the bill be paid. 

Mr. BANn«s (another gas director) rose to second this motion, as they had 
done quite enough by spending upwards of £300 of the public money, 
which would be greatly increased if they were to go to arbitration. The result 
of this experiment was that they had 12 lamps added to the borough, at a 
cost of £25 per lamp. If they went to arbitration they might get off £20 
from the bill, and it would cost £100 to doit. The Lighting Committee 
have had some of their bills charged to other accounts. He was sorry they | 
had to pay this enormous bill; it had come to a great deal more than they 
expected, 

fr. Frrness wished to ask the treasurer if the statement of Mr. Banks 
was correct or no. He told them that some of the accounts of the Light- | 
ing Committee had been charged irregularly; if that was the case, he) 
wished to state that he, as a member of that committee, knew nothing 
about it. He could also say, as a member of that committee, that he was 





carried out. It was a serious matter whether they should run the risk of 
arbitration or pay the bill; he should certainly like to have the opinion of 
the town-clerk. If it was only on the question of the 17 days, it would be 
better to pay the bill; but, if there were other items in dispute, it would 
then assume a different phase. 

Mr. Harrisoy, in answer to the first question of Mr. Fitness, said he was 
not aware that any sum had been paid out of the improvement-rate that 
ought to have come out of the lighting account. He advised them to take 
the opinion of an engineer—be guided by his advice as to what was a fair 
charge, and pay it into court. It was their duty to act as private indivi- || 
duals would in such cases. 

Mr. Totputr said it came out in the papers that, during the time Mr. 
Hughes was carrying out these experiments, he was quite aware of the 
governor being placed in front of the town-hall. 

Mr. Banks believed that the secretary of the gas com 
to swear that Mr. Hughes was acquainted with it. 

Mr. Cours said Mr. Harrison had thought fit to write to the papers on 
the subject, and complained of attacks therein upon himself, and added that 
Mr. Harrison alone was responsible for bringing this matter forward in the | 
papers; if there was any blame, it was his. | 

The CuarrMan: Then he deserves our thanks, for if the allegation is 
true, Mr. Hughes does not deserve one quarter of the amount, as he ought 
to have known that the double tap was perfectly useless so long as the 
governor was there; he considered it a most unjust bill. } 

Mr. SHerwoop said he did not agree with the bill, but he had thought 
the matter over, and had come to the conclusion that it would be the best | 
policy to pay it, and let the matter drop. | 

It was moved as an amendment by Mr. J. B. Totrurt, and seconded 
by Mr. John Firness—“ That the town-clerk take the advice of some gas 
engineer on Mr. Hughes's bill, and be guided by his advice, and enter an 
appearance to the writ, and defend the proceedings up to that point, and | 
present the report of the engineer, as soon as received, to the corporation.” | 

Mr. Fitness said no doubt existed in his mind but that some of the items 
were wrong, and if he were acting for himself in a case of this sort, he| 
should take the advice of his sclicitor,and act accordingly. They never 
had had any reason to regret taking the advice of the deputy town-clerk 
since he had been connected with the corporation, and he should therefore 
second Mr. Tolputt’s amendment. 

Mr. Por favoured the idea of consulting another engineer on this bill. 

Mr. Couxs said the total amount charged for time was £235. 

Mr. Harrison said he did not believe several of the charges would stand. | 
He could not speak of the items, as he had not been able to get satisfactory 
particulars of them. 

Mr. Couxss said it was, no doubt, a very bad case, but they had better | 
pay the bill now, and employ next time a man they could depend on. They 
would act wisely if they paid it. 

The Cuarrman did not remember a single case in which the town-clerk | 
had ever led them astray. He was sorry to hear gentlemen express the | 
opinions they had of this committee, as he was sure that no committee 
had ever worked harder than they had. The corporation could do no harm | 


pany was prepared 


Mr. Hughes. If they followed that course, it would give satisfaction to the | 
town generally. 

Mr. Harrison, in answer to a question, said he believed the fee to a gas 
engineer for examining the bill would be about ten guineas, and the legal 
expenses about the same amount. The question, after being submitted, 
would be brought before them again for their ultimate decision. 

The amendment was then put and lost, six voting for it and seven 
against it. On the original motion being put, it was carried by a majority 
of one. 

Mr. Harrtson asked how the bill was to be paid. Would they apply to 
the bank to allow the treasurer to overdraw the account? 

Mr. Banks moved, and Mr. SHerwoop seconded, a motion that an appli- 
cation be made to the bank to allow the account to be overdrawn, This 
was carried.—Folkestone Express. 





Tue Gas Supriy or THE Crty or Lonpon.—Dr. Letheby, the chief gas 
examiner, appointed by the Board of Trade, has, in accordance with the 
provisions of the 71st section of the my! of London Gas Act, 1868, reported on 
the quality of the gas supplied to the City of London during the months of 
January, February, and March of the present year, from which it appears 
that the illuminating power of the gas supplied by the several City companies 
is as follows :— 

Illuminating Power in Standard Sperm Candles. 
Max. Min. Average. 

City of London Gaslight and Coke Company. 16°27 .. 14°03 .. 14°83 

The Gaslight and Coke Company. . - 16°28 .. 14°38 .. 15°26 

Great Central Gas Consumers Company . . 16°85 .. 14°26 .. 14°99 
These are the results of examination of each of the companies gas three 
times daily, at intervals of not less than an hour, between the hours of five 
o’clock and ten o’clock in the evening. As regards the purity of the gas, he 
reports that ammonia has constantly been present in the gas of the Chartered 
and the Great Central Companies, but that the gas of all the companies has 
always been free from sulphuretted hydrogen. The amount of sulphur 
present in the gas in other forms has been as follows :— 

Grains of Sulphur per 100 Cubic Feet of Gas. 
Max. Min. Average. 

City of London Gaslight and Coke Company. 15°22 .. 11°70 .. 16°00 

The Gaslight and Coke Company. . . . 24°15... 15°75 .. 19°49 

Great Central Gas Consumers Company . . 24°00... 7°03 ., 12°28 
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AVERAGE COMPOSITION AND QUALITY OF THE METROPOLITAN WATERS 

















in Marcu, 1869.—The following are the returns of the Metropolitan 
Association of Medical Officers of Health :— 
8 3 2 Nitrogen. Hardness. 
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Thames Water Comps. Grs. Grs. Grs. Grs. | Degs. | Degs. 
Grand Junction. . . . | 21°63 0°086 0°195 | 0°002 14°0 3°8 
West Middlesex . . . | 20°90 0-114 0°262 | 0°002 13°9 3°4 
Southwark and Vauxhall. | 23°27 0°187 0°240 | 0°002 15°9 4°7 
To 6's « «(0 beer 0-196 0°238 | 0-004 14°6 3°9 
Lambeth. . . . . . | 23°88 0°186 0°368 | 0°006 14°0 3°9 
Other Companies. 

Kent wl ee 28°63 0°058 0°270 | 0-001 20° 6°3 
New River . . . 20°23 0°061 0°188 | 0°002 14°0 3°2 
EastLondon, . . 24°13 6°098 0°270 | 0°002 16 4°71 























Note,—The amount of oxygen required to oxidize the organic matter, nitrites, 
&c., is determined by a standard solution of permanganate of potash acting for three 
hours ; and, in the case of the metropolitan waters, the quantity of organic matter 
is about eight times the amount of oxygen required by it. 

All the samples of water were bright when drawn from the mains, excepting 
those of the Chelsea and the Lambeth Companies, The average daily quan- 
tity of water supplied to the metropolis in February last was, according to 
the returns of the water companies to the Association of Officers of Health, 
92,323,860 gallons, and the number of houses supplied was 461,561. This 
is at the daily rate of 29°1 gallons per head of the population. 

: H. Leruesy, M.B. 


Dr. FRANKLAND’S ANALYSIS OF THE METROPOLITAN WATERS IN 
Maxcu, 1869,—‘* Royal College of Chemistry, March 24, 1869.—Sir,—I 
have the honour to submit to you in the following table the results of the 
chemical examination of the waters supplied to the metropolis during the 
month of March. For the purpose of comparison I append also the results 
yielded by the waters supplied to the towns of Edinburgh, Glasgow, New- 
castle, Manchester, Preston, Lancaster, and Bristol, when submitted to the 
same analytical processes. The Chelsea, Southwark, and Lambeth Companies 
delivered slightly turbid waters; the samples drawn from the mains of the 
other companies were perfectly clear. The sediments from all the turbid 
waters contained living organisms, The subsidence of the floods in the 
Thames and Lea has been followed by a very great improvement in the 
quality of the metropolitan waters derived from these sources, as regards 
contamination with organic matter; but, on the other hand, the hardness of 
the Thames water has increased on an average 43° since my last report. 
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a |e |}O/o/</4 |e |e 5/28 
Thames. | | 
Chelsea,.....|Mar. 3— Cab} } 
Rark, Horse! | | | 
Guards..... | 8°0, 30°14|-181|-026)-001) *387) “414) 3560-9 |93-2 
West Middle- |Mar. 4— Cab) | | | 
OOK .isccee Rank, Port-! | | | 
land Road ..| 72! 30°18)-185)"021)"000| 169, *190) 1370,1°8 {93-5 
Southwark & |Mar. 3— Cab | H | 
Vauxhall..| Rank, Saint} | | 
George’s Ch.| 8°0| 30°04|*206|*035/*002|) *338) °375) 3080,1°75 94-8 
Grand Junc-|Mar. 3— Cab | | | 
eee Rank,Wood| | 
stock Street. | 6°6, 30°18)*150)*027)-001) 302) *330) 2710)1°63 |o4-8 
Lambeth ..../Mar. 3— Cab) | | 
Rank, Lem) | | | : 
beth Road, .| 8°0, 29°56)-171|"016}"001| *288) *305) 9570)1°78 |95-7 
Other Sources 
New River...|Mar. 3— Cab 
Rk., Totten- | 
ham Ct. Rd.} 7°2; 29°80|*127|"014/-000} *348) *362) 3160|1°63 |95-0 
East London.|March 2 — 
Slater’s, Old) 
Ford Road .| 8°83 32°72)-236)'025)"001| °297| *323) 2660/2°1 25-7 
Kent ........ Mar.2—Dept-| 
ford Bridge | 
Police Statn. 111) 40°80) °061)°017)"000) *403 "420) $710|2°33 |31-1 
Edinburgh | 
Waters. } 
Crawley Burn | 11°28|-187/*031|*001} -000| *032| 0)1°042) 6°1 
ComistonWr. Sept., 22°58) *085|°017/"00)) *744) *762| 7124/1°886 10°4 
SwanstonWr. 1868. | 12°70) -378)*059|"001) -000 *060) 0.1°390| 6:2 
Colinton Wr. |_| 14°10]-203]-042/-000} -000 -042, 0 0-894! 9-2 
Newcastle .,.|September .. | 28°40]-237|-062)"000] 000 -062) 0/1588) 13-9 
Loch Katrine |July,Glasgow| | 3°0 |-161|-011|"001| -000 “012| 0| -905| 0-3 
Manchester. .|June........ | 6°2 |-183)*009|"006) -025) *039) O)1°117) 3°7 
Preston .....|/August...... | 12°44) *236)-031/-006) -000 *036; 0'1°590) 8°9 
Lancaster ., ./November... 4°58|"129)-022/-001) 000 -023, 0) *993| +87 
Feb., 1869 — | | 
Bristol All St.’s Lane 127°28|* 186} *030)-001|4°712.4°743 46910/7°1 |66°92 
Waters. Water-Works| 28°66) -160 *017|"001} +203 *221) 1720\1°3 (24°46 
Column 1 2 3 4 |5|6}7 8 | 9 | 10 n | 12 




















The numbers in columns 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, and 12 all relate to 100,000 
parts of the waters. The table is to be read thus: The Chelsea Company’s 
water collected on the 8rd of March, at the Horse Guards cab rank, had a 








temperature of 8°0° Cent.; 100,000 lbs. of it contained 30°14 Ibs. of solid 
impurity; the organic matter, constituting a portion of this impurity, con- 
tained °181 1b. of carbon and °026 Ib. of nitrogen. This solid impurity also 
contained *387 1b. of nitrogen in the form of nitrates and nitrites, besides 
001 1b. of ammonia, whilst the total amount of conibined nitrogen in every 
form was °414 lb, The above quantity of water supplied by the Chelsea 
Company had been, after its descent to the earth as rain, contaminated with 
sewage or manure matter equivalent to 3560 lbs. of average filtered London 
sewage. By gradual oxidation, partly in the pores of the soil, partly in the 
Thames and its tributaries, and partly in the reservoirs, filters, and conduits 
of the company, this sewage contamination had been converted into innocuous 
inorganic compounds before its delivery to consumers, The amount of 
chlorine contained in the same weight of water was 1:9 1b. Finally, 
100,000 lbs. of the Chelsea Company’s water contained 232 1b. of carbonate 
of lime, or an equivalent quantity of other soap-destroying ingredients.— 
I have, &c,, E. FraNKLAND.—The Registrar-General, &c.”’ 

Dr. Wuitmore’s REPORT ON THE QUALITY OF THE WATER SUE" 
PLIED IN St. MARYLEBONE, IN Marcu, 1869:— 


Total Solid Matterinde-|* Loss by Incineration of 








grees or grains per Solid Matter in pre- wed 
Mancn, Imperial gallon. vious column. mon 
| 
Mar., 1868. | Mar., 1869. | Mar., 1868. | Mar., 1869. | 
Distilled Water... 0° 0° 0° | 0° 
| 
West Middlesex water 19°04 20°96 0°68 | 0°89 — 
Grand Junction water 19°64 20°68 0°80 0°84 — 
| 








* The loss by incineration represents the amount of organic and other volatile 
matters contained in an Imperial gallon (70,000 grains) of water. 
The quality of the water supplied to the parish by the two Thames water 
companies, continues very good, the frequent storms and heavy rainfalls 
which have occurred during the past two months have had but little effect 
upon its customary clearness and brightness, and this fact, beyond every 
other, shows the great care and attention bestowed upon its filtration. 


Dr. Wuirmore’'s REPoRT ON THE QUALITY OF THE GAS SUPPLIED IN 
Sr. MaryLeBone, iN Marcu, 1869:— 





| 
Illuminating Power in | Mean Pressure in | 











~~ 5.3 

Sperm Candles. 10ths of an inch. | FI 5 

Lrerte eet Wieaie meme 

Marcu, |eMean o | ees 

25 Obser-| Highest.) Lowest. | Highest. Lowest.| 56> 

vations. | » 

Imperial Co.’s gas . 14°95 15°64 14°14 23°45 | 10°40 30°02 
Chartered Co.’s com- | 

mongas . .. .| 14°19 14°67 13°54 41°16 14°65 26°89 
Chartered Co.’s cannel } 

gas . ee ee 21°07 | 20°13 35°26 | 12°92 | 23°00 





* Each observation consists of 10 readings of the photometer, at intervals of one 
minute. | 
The Imperial Company’s gas maintained during the month a mean illumi- | 
nating power equal to about 15 candles, or rather more than 24 per cent. | 
beyond the legal standard as it applies to this gas; on ten occasions it | 
exceeded 15 candles, its pressure was better than it had been on several pre- 
vious months. The quantity of sulphur contained in 100 cubic feet of this 
gas amounted to 30 grains, whilst the ammonia amounted to 5°78 grains. The 
mean illuminating power of the common gas of the Chartered Company, was 
a little over the legal standard, on three occasions it fell below it ; its pressure 
was unusually high. Nearly 27 grains of sulphur were found in 100 cubic 
feet of this gas, and rather more than 6 grains of ammonia. The mean light 
of the cannel gas was equal to 20} candles, and on no occasion did it fall below 
the standard. Its pressure was very good. The sulphur and ammonia found 
in 100 cubic feet were 23 grains of the former and 7°80 grains of the latter. 
In neither of the gases was any sulphuretted hydrogen detected. The above 
results were obtained from the Imperial Company’s gas, manufactured from 
their Fulham works, and from the common and cannel gas of the Chartered 
Company, manufactured at their works in the Horseferry Road, Westminster. 

Dr. Stevenson’s ReporT ON THE GAS SUPPLIED BY THE IMPERIAL | 
CoMPANY To THE VEstRY oF ST. PANCRAS DURING THE MoNTH OF 
Maxcu, 1869:— 











Number | Average Light in | Light in Candles Traces | ‘Traces 
Date of Candles reduced to 6 of Sulphu- 
* | Observa-} produced by 5 Ft.| Consumption of A : rette 
tions. | of Gas per Hour. |120 Grs. per Hour. eee: Hydrogen. 
Mar. 1 10 16°7 15°5 Present. None 
10 14°5 14°5 None. ” 
5 10 14°6 14°9 Present. ” 
8 10 13°8 14°0 me ae 
12 10 13°4 14°2 ~ * 
15 10 13°6 13°6 99 9 
17 10 14°0 14°3 ” s 
19 10 14°5 14°3 99 9 
22 10 13°6 13°9 99 99 
25 10 14°7 14°7 99 “6 
27 10 15°0 14°5 os * 
30 10 12°8 13°1 ” ” 




















The average illuminating power of the gas during March was equal to 14°3 
standard sperm candles, or 19 per cent. above the illuminating power re- 
uired by the Gas Act. The highest illuminating power, 15°5 candles, on 
the Ist; the lowest, 13°1 candles, on the 30th; but on no eccasion did the 
illuminating power fall below that required by the Gas Act—viz., 12 candles. 
Sulphur was found to the extent of 13°43 grains per 100 cubic feet; 20 grains 
per 100 cubic feet being allowed by the Statute. Sulphuretted hydrogen was 
always absent. Ammonia was present on eleven out of twelve occasions. 
Buenos Ayres Gas Company.—At the recent meeting of this company a 
semi-annual dividend of 14 per cent. was declared, making 24 per cent. divi- 
dend paid to the shareholders during the past year. The report of the 
directors read at this meeting shows a very satisfactory state of affairs. The 
shares at present command 60 per cent. premium ; but, as it is believed next 
year the company will be able to pay 40 per cent. dividend, owing to ite 
greatly increasing business, the shares will, ere long, it is thought, sell at 
100 per cent. premium.— Buenos Ayres Standard. 
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SALE oF THE DroyispeN Gas-Works To THE MANCHESTER CoRPo- 
||RATION.-At the last meeting of the Manchester City Council, the Gas 
Committee presented the following report :— Dificulties having fre- 
|| queatly arigen in the supply of gas by the committee to the township of 
|| Droyleden, in consequence of the Droylsden Gas Company having also power 
|| to supply the most important portion of that township, the committee have 
|| bad several interviews with the directors of the company, with a view to 
|| entering into some satisfactory arrangement. Iu the first instance, it was 
| proposed that the district should be divided; but the committee, after full 
consideration, determined that the preferable course would be for the corpo- 
|! ration to purchase the works and property of the Droylsden Gas Company, 

provided the same could be obtained upon reasonable and satisfactory terms. 

The committee are now able to report that, subject to the approval of the 
| council, they have entered into an agreement for the purchase of the works 
,|and property of the Droyleden Gas Company upon the following terms—viz., 
| that the corporation shall pay to the a a sum equal to £15 10s. for 

each £10 share fully paid up, upon which share an average dividend of 7? 
|' per cent. has been paid by the am ee ; that the corporation shall take the 

whole of the assets and assume all the liabilities of the company from the 

31st of December last, after providing for payment of the dividend in respect 
of the half year then ended, and shall pay interest on the purchase-money 
‘after the rate of 5 per cent. per annum from the 3lst of December last until 
| the completion of the purchase. The amount thus to be paid in respect of 
|the share capital will be £17,050; in addition to which the company have 
|| borrowed £1500 on mortgage, making a total of £18,550, towards which the 
|| corporation will receive credit for the unexpended portion, if any, of the 
capital. The committee unanimously recommend the council to approve of 
| this agreement, which they feel confident will prove, in a financial point of 
| view, advantageous to the corporation.” On the motion of Mr. Aiderman 
| Crewdson, the recommendation of the committee was adopted. 

|| ACCIDENT IN THE CONSTRUCTION OF A GASHOLDER-TANK AT THE PRESTON 
|, Gas-Worxs.—The tank is 152 feet diameter, built of bricks and lias lime. 
in consequence of the continuous wet weather during the progress of the 
works, and the danger of the land slipping and drawing in some adjoining 
|| property, the wall was put in in segments, the piers being, about a fortnight 
before the accident, completed, puddled, and backed up to the height of 16 or 
18 feet, with the exception of a segment intended for the dry well of about 
15 feet. This was not backed with earth, but propped until the weather was 
fit for the well to be built up. Some of these props unfortunately, a few 
hours before the accident, gave way, and the pressure from the other portions 
of the wall caused about a yard wide of this to fall outwards. The sudden 
|| shock caused by this to the rest of the wall (being as if the key-stone of an 
|| arch were taken out), besides throwing about 20 yards of it over, damaged a 
considerable portion. It is rather difficult to estimate the damage, but cer- 
tainly it will not exceed £1000, if it exceeds £600. 

Gas Expioston aT MANcHESTER.—A fearful explosion of gas occurred 
on the morning of Monday, April 5, at the residence of Mrs. Sarah Cooke, 11, 
Winfield Terrace, Chester Road, Old Trafford, by which much property was 
destroyed, and serious injuries were inflicted'‘upon Mrs. Cooke, who lies at the 
Royal Infirmary in a very precarious state. Mrs. Cooke, who is a widow of 
independent means, had no servant in the house, but she had two of her 
nephew’s children living with her—Elizabeth Ann Goodwin, seven years of 
age, and William Henry Goodwin, four years of age. About half-past eight 
o'clock on the morning in question, Mrs. Cooke, on coming down stairs, noticed 
that there had been an escape of gas during the night, and she at once pro- 
ceeded to ascertain its whereabouts. After lighting a candle she went into 
| the cellar and examined the meter; but, finding nothing wrong there, she 
went into the back sitting-room, the two children accompanying her, one of 
them carrying steps by which Mrs. Cooke might be able to examine the gas- 
pendent. The instant she mounted the steps with the candle in her hand 
the escaped gas exploded with great violence. Mrs. Cooke was knocked 
down, her outer dress was reduced to tinder, and she was fearfully 
||@eorched on her face, arms, and hands. The little girl, who was 
;|Standing by the steps, had her hair and her dress partially burnt, 
jand the boy, who happened to be kneeling down at the time, escaped 
|altogether. ‘The room window was blown out, the room door was blown 

down, and the greater part of the furniture destroyed. The partition 
| walls of the rooms were injured, and four of the six windows at the back 
| of the house were blown out and the other twoshattered. The drawing-room 
window in the front, which was of plate glass, was shivered to atoms; the 
massive mahogany table in the centre of the room overthrown, and the feet 
| shattered ; whilst valuable ornaments on the sideboard and elsewhere were 
; destroyed. In the sitting-room above the drawing-room similar injury was 
done. At the time of the explosion Manders’ Menagerie was passing the 
| house, and the wild beasts were so terrified by the noise of the explosion that 
| they roared fearfully, and some of them broke down the caged partitions 
| inside the vans. The greatest excitement prevailed in the neighbourhood 
| for some time, a rumour having been set on foot that some of the animals had 
| broken out of the vans. The explosion was heard at the county police 
station, and Serjeant Burke and other officers at once ran to the spot, where 
they were joined by Mr. Heywood, the landlord of the premises. Seeing the 
|| condition in which Mrs, Cooke was, they had her conveyed in a cab to the 
| | infirmary, where she was found to be in a helpless and almost hopeless state, 
| 


| April 13, 1869.] 








being dreadfully burned all over her body, and but little expectation is 
entertained of her recovery. 
_Propucts From Coat Tar.—At a recent meeting of the Ipswich Mecha- 
nics Institution, Mr. Ebenezer Goddard, manager of the Ipswich Gas-Works, 
| exhibited 100 Ibs. weight of coal, and explained that from this quantity 
|| 10 lbs. 12 ozs. weight of coal tar were obtainable, and from this tar, when 
| distilled, 8} ozs. of naphtha and 23 oz. of benzole were derivable. He then 
| showed how, on the benzole being admixed with nitric acid, 4} ozs. of nitro- 
| benzole, 2} ozs. of aniline, and } oz. of mauvine dyes were obtained. Mr. 
| Goddard next surprised the spectators by showing that but one grain of 
mauvine, when poured into a carboy containing no less than 630,000 grains 
of water (or 9 gallons accurately measured), was sufficient to colour most 
beautifully so large a volume of water. Mr. Goddard finally displayed the 
attractiveness of aniline dyes, and dexterously transferred from paper a lovely 
rose, which had been painted in these dyes, upon a china dining-plate, stating 
that within a dozen hours the painting of the rose would be so firmly fixed 
as to bear, without injury the washing to which such plates were ordinarily 
exposed. This experiment illustrated by an interesting example the utility 
of tar colours in embellishing porcelain. 


Register of Pew Patents. 


2496.—Watter Watson Huanegs, of 48, Porchester Terrace, in the co. of 
Middlesex, for “ Improvements in fans or apparatus for forcing or drawing 
air.” Provisional protection only obtained. Dated Aug. 10, 1868. 














THE JOURNAL OF GAS LIGHTING, WATER SUPPLY, & SANITARY | 





| ening the nut thereon against the body, the inner tapered surfaces are 





| which retort, being filled with mineral coal or Boghead, is heated by the 
| fire used for other purposes. Besides the retort, there are a 
| and purifier, with receptacles to receive coal tar, in combination with a 
' gasholder fitted in the ordinary manner in a water-tank. 


| 





According to this invention a turbine or fan is employed with two discs, 
one solid or close, the other open in the centre, to admit the air. A ring is| 
fixed round the outside of this opening to the disc, and revolves air tight in 
the front end of the casing. The spindle or shaft is fixed in the centre of| 
the solid disc, and passes through the opening in the other end of the tur- 
bine or fan, without being attached to it, to an upright on which this end 
of the spindle which carries the pulley turns. 


2512.—JoHn Winsporrow, of 10, Livermere Place, Livermere Road, 
Dalston, in the co. of Middlesex, for “ Jmprovements in apparatus for | 
measuring water and other liquids, which improvements are also applicable | 
in obtaining motive power.” Patent dated Aug. 12, 1868. 
This invention consists of apparatus in which pistons work perpendicularly 
in cylinders open at each end into separate chambers, which are supplied 
through passages and slide-valves operated from a rotary axis, having 
motion given to it by bevelled or other suitable gear connected to the piston- 
rods. Gearing communicates motion to the index wheel-work for registerirg | 
the motions of the pistons, and consequently the amount of liquid measured. 
By these means, the use of stuffing-boxes to the piston-rods is rendered un- 
necessary, and the friction and wear consequent thereon is avoided. The 
liquid to be measured passes into the valve-chamber, and thence through 
the alternate ports of the valves to the respective ends of the cylinders. 
The outlet for the measured liquid is through the valve-chamber and by a 
central port. 
2513.—Joun Tomityson Penptesory, of Bary, in the co. of Lancaster, 
machinist, and THomas PeypLesBury, of the same place, foreman, for 
“ An improved valve-motion, applicable to direct-action steam-pumps and 
similar purposes.” Provisional protection only obtained. Dated Aug. 12, 
1868. 
In carrying out this invention there are formed upon the sides of the valve- 
spindle inclined planes in opposite directions upon which springs act, small 
friction rollers being interposed. The effect of these inclined planes and 
springs is, that the spindle must move in either one or the other direction | 
to the end of its stroke, and cannot stop at any intermediate position. A) 
lever actuated by an arm on thle piston-rod imparts motion to the valve- 
spindly until the apex or the junction of the inclined planes is pushed just | 
beyond the point were the spring acts, and the spring then completes the| 
stroke. 


2525.—Wici1am Payne, of Balham, in the co. of Surrey, for “Jmprovements 

in steam cocks or valves, also applicable for hot or cold water.” Patent) 

dated Aug. 12, 1868. 
According to this invention the barrel of the cock is provided with a branch | 
inlet-pipe communicating with the upper chamber; this chamber is formed 
with an open top, within which a screw-thread is cut to receive a screw- 
plug. A conical seat is cut in the chamber a short distance below the inlet 
for the reception of a valve, the diameter of which is less than that of the 
chamber, so as to leave an annular space between the two, and the upper! 
surface of the valve is provided with a guiding stem extending into a cor-| 
responding cavity or recess cut in the screw-plug or cap of the chamber, in| 
order that the valve may be enabled to rise and fall within the chamber,| 
the faces of the valve always maintaining the same plane. The lower sur-/ 
face of the valve is extended by a shoulder and terminated by a projection 
in line with the stem, reaching nearly to the centre of the bore for the 
plug. The plug is then formed tapering cylindrically at each end, but) 
midway where it intersects the chamber a segment is cut away on each) 
side of the cylinder, thus leaving corresponding openings or spaces when 
the plug is turned down by the handle to close the chamber; but when the| 
handle is turned back the two remaining arcs of the plug fit the lateral 
portion of the bore. In this closed position of the cock, the lower extremity 
of the valve descends into the space left in the plug by the removal of the, 
segment, and the valve becomes securely seated; but when the plug is} 
opened, the are of the plug assumes a position transversely to the chamber, | 
and rising upwards by its rotation, elevates the valve from its seat and| 
permits the flow of steam. 


2563.—Bensamin Pryor SrockMaN, of 23, Abingdon Street, Westminster, | 
in the co. of Middlesex, civil engineer, for “ Jmprovements in water-meters.’ | 
Provisional protection only obtained. Dated Aug. 17, 1868 
A meter constructed according to this invention consists of two cylinders 
and pistons combined, and working with a reciprocating action—namely, | 
one piston up while the other is down. The two cylinders are placed side) 
by side on a base-plate common to both. The pistons are packed with a 
cupped leather, to ensure their working water-tight. At the top of the 
cylinders there is a capping-plate, upon which is seated the whole system 
of gearing comprising the valve apparatus. Each piston has a toothed rack 
attached to it in place of a piston-rod, and the two racks pass through 
holes provided for the purpose in the capping-plate. Between the two racks 
is a toothed wheel in gear with both, and reciprocating their ascent and 
descent; on the same common centre with the wheel, but capable of turn- 
ing partly round independently of it, are a weighted lever and a valve, which 
alternates the passages for the supply and discharge. From each cylinder 
there is a pipe communicating with the valve-face, and two other pipes also 
communicating with the valve-face. 


2583.—Witttam THomsox, of Glasgow, in the co. of Lanark, N.B., for) 
“ Improvements in tools or apparatus for expanding and cutting tubes or 
metallic rings, part of which improvements is applicable for withdrawing 
Jerrules from the ends of boiler-tubes.” Patent dated Aug. 18, 1868. 
The tool or instrument is composed of a body-piece, to which expandin 
cones are fastened, their ends being held in dovetailed slots in the face o 
the body, so that they may be free to move in a radial direction to and 
from the central part of the expander. Through the body of the expander a 
spindle passes, one end of which is provided with taper grooves to receive the 
expanding cones, the other end of the spindle is screwed, so that by tight- 











drawn against the inner side of the tube or ring to be expanded, and, when 
sufficiently tightened, the expander is rotated within the ring or tube, by 
which action it is equally expanded at all points. 


2585.—JuLius Neumann, of 2, Bedford Street, Bedford Square, London, 
merchant, at present residing at 4, Sibour Street, Paris, in the empire of 
France, for “ Improvements in apparatus for generating and purifying 
coal lighting gas, the said apparatus being adapted to household or domestic} 
use, the gasholde tomatially regulated,and the surplus — produced 
used as fuel.” Provisional protection only obtained. Dated Aug. 19, 1868, 
This invention consists in adapting retorts to domestic or kitchen stoves, 
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This apparatus is intended not only for private dwellings, but is designed 
also for all public buildings, steamboats, and in places where the necessa! 
heat for generating gas can be obtained. The condenser is formed wit 
double walls or sides, and céntains a vessel with a perforated bottom for 
holding lime or other purifying substances. The retort is made so that it 
may be easily taken out for filling. The pressure of the gas in the holder 
is regulated by an automatic or self-acting combination operating on two 
cocks, so that, when the pressure becomes too high, one of the cocks is 
opened while the other is shut; and then the gas issuing from the retort, 
instead of being conveyed to the washer and purifier, is conveyed to the 
fireplace and used as fuel, this action being indicated on a dial, and an 
alarm-bell ringing to warn the attendant. The rod communicating with 
the dial and alarm-bell is attached to and set in motion by the same lever 
by which the opening and closing of the cocks is effected, according to the 
pressure in the gasholder. 


2598.—ALEXANDER ROLLASON, of 123, Pembroke Road, in the parish of 

Clifton, in the city and co. of Bristol, chemist, for “ Improvements in 

purifying coal gas and obtaining ammonia from coal-gas products.” Patent 

dated Aug. 20, 1868. 

Peat, bog, or other similar decomposed vegetable matter is employed, which, 
being disintegrated, is mixed with sulphuric acid of the specific gravity of 
1-840 or 1°845, in about the proportion of one part of the latter to two or 
three parts of the former; and, if the peat, bog, or other decomposed vege- 
table matter requires to be artificially dried before the acid is added, care 
must be taken not to burn orcharit. The product of this part of the 
invention is designed to be used in an ordinary gas purifying-box apart 
from the other purifying-boxes, and the gas should “ through it first 
after it leaves the scrubber, so that any ammonia which the scrubber has 
failed to work out of the gas is arrested as it passes through it, forming 
sulphate of ammonia. When the gas passing through it turns red litmus- 
paper blue, it is spent, and should be replaced by fresh. The sulphate of 
ammonia is then washed from the spent product, or it is used as an arti- 
ficial manure in the state in which it leaves the purifying-box, or it is sub- 
jected to a moderate heat to drive off the tarry matter and smell which 
clings to it, or it is evaporated upon neutralized ammoniacal liquor, which 
deprives it of the said tarry matter and smell, and adds any desired pro- 
portion of ammoniacal salt to it. 

The said decomposed vegetable matter, and also clay, mud, and such like 
siliceous substances, either burnt or not, and all these separated or com- 
bined, and also sawdust, are used as an absorbent for gas water or ammo- 
niacal liquor, which liquor, when mixed with any of these, is to be evapo- 
rated either in the retort-benches or a kiln heated by the waste fire of the 
retort-furnace, or by any other suitable means; and to fix the ammonia 
which is contained in the said liquor either sulphuric acid or muriatic acid 
is added to them, or the liquor contained is neutralized on either of these 
acids before adding it to them, and as evaporation proceeds more neutral- 
ized liquor or more acid (when the liquor is not neutralized) is added until 
avy desired quantity of liquor has been evaporated, taking care in either 
case that the acid used shall be in sufficient quantity to neutralize the 
ammoniacal liquor. 


2608.—Tuomas WessterR RAMMELL, of 3, Westminster Chambers, West- 
minster, in the co. of Middlesex, civil engineer, for “Improvements in 
rotary or centrifugal machines for acting upon air, water, and other fluids, 
and communicating motive power thereby.” Patent dated Aug. 21, 1868. 
This invention consists in the formation and construction of rotary or 
centrifugal machines, in such a manner that the radiating ducts gradually 
diminish in size in whatever degree as they extend outwards from the 
centre. 
The invention consists, secondly, in the arrangement and placing of the 
machine in the underground workings of mines, &c., in such a manner that 
the ventilation may be effected partly by drawing the current towards 


the machine by exhaustion, and partly by sending the current from the 
machine under compression after it has been passed through it. 
2637.—Cart JoHANN Retnuart JAuNs, of Liverpool, in the co. of Lan- 
caster, for “ Improvements in apparatus for obtaining motive power, and for 
registering the quantity or quantities of steam, water, or other liquid, gases, 
or vapours, and for pumping purposes.” Provisional protection only 
obtained. Dated Aug. 25, 1868. 
These improvements consist in the employment of mechanism for using 
the ata of water or vapour moving through a flexible tube for acting 
partly asarotary engine. In carrying out the invention a partly cylindrical 
box is constructed, having two nozzles or short pipes placed in the interior. 
There are three rollers of elastic caoutchouc, which, at equal distances apart, 
are pivoted to two parallel discs connected to each other by a central shaft 
or axis, having one end passing through the centre of the box, and the 
other end working ona centre, or having both ends passing through the 
sides of the box. These discs revolve in the interior of the box, so that the 
rollers, when passing the circular periphery, may be always at equal dis- 


and the circular periphery. The diameters of the rollers are such that they 
will be slightly pressed when rolling on the flexible tube. 


APPLICATIONS FOR LETTERS PATENT. 
914.—CHarLEs MarspEN, of Kingsland Road, in the co. of Middlesex, 
for ‘‘ Improved means of and apparatus J making gas and water tight 
flexible joints to pipes and tubes,’’ March 25, 1869. 
956.—THomas Evan WIL.LIAMs, of Newport, in the co. of Monmouth, civil 
engineer, for ‘‘.4n improved method of and apparatus 
hydrocarbon oils.””’ A communication. March 30, 1869. 
967.—AuGusTus Fraser Barrp, of Pimlico, in the co. of Middlesex, 


earth-closets and urinals,.’’ March 31, 1869. 
1018.—Franocis WitL1am Hastings Mepuvurst, of 53, Chancery Lane, in 


lamps.” Acommunication. April 3, 1869. 


April 7, 1869. 
1048.—WiLL1am Epwarp GepGe, of the firm of John Gedge and Son, of 
11, Wellington Street, Strand, in the co. of Middlesex, patent agent, for 


»92 


we purposes, and termed ‘ aerospires. 
1869. 
1054.—Joun Rossins, of Tipton, in the co. of Stafford, moulder, and James 


pumps for raising and forcing liquids.” April 7, 1869. 


in the co. of Lanark, N.B., tube manufacturers, for ‘‘ Jimprovements in 


articles, and for facing the ends or a thereof.” April 8, 1869. 

1071.—Davip Hattas and Grorce Hartas, both*of Leeds, in the co. of 
York, for “‘ Improved apparatus for regulating the supply and for puri- 
Sying gas.” April 8, 1869. 


GRANTS OF PROVISIONAL PROTECTION. 

749.—James BaruGatTe, of Edinburgh, in the co. of Mid Lothian, N.B., 
for ‘* Improvements in the construction of certain parts of gas-meters.’’ 
March 11, 1869. 

753.—Joun Henry Jounson, of 47, Lincoln’s Inn Fields, in the co. of 
Middlesex, gentleman, for ‘* Zmprovements in the preparation of artificial 
Fuel, and in the manufacture of gas and coke therefrom.” A communi- 
cation. March 11, 1869. 





785.—Joun HenpERSON and Tuomas Brown, both of Kirkcaldy, in the 











Share List of Metropolitan Gas Companies. 





























Number|# © | «os Number! 2 z | ” fa 
of gs | Amount | Dividend Price J of gs Amount | Dividend Price 
on Name or CoMPANyY. jpaid up p. |p. Cent. p. ou Name or Company. paid up p.'p. Cent. p.} 
Shares as Share. Youu | oer Share. Shares Es | tn hag (ects } per Share. 
aes | issued. |< a | | } 
£ | rerrers £ | s | \g 6a) 8 s. d. £ 
8000 | 10|Anglo-Romano ..... -|10 00/1000; N—12 400 '100 | Imperial Mexican (Limited) .100 0 0} nil. 
5000 | 20 | Bahia (Limited) . |20 00; 300) 13—15 200 100 | “Do., new ls /100 0 Oj nil. 
1000 | 20 Do., preference . . . . .| 2000/10 0 0! 24—25 3000 | 40 | Independent ‘40 0 0/10 0 Of} 51 —53 
750 | 20 Do., do., redeemable. . . .| 20 0 0/|10 0 0! 20— 22 3000 | 10 | me. sé ;10 0 0; 5 0 0 7— 8 
40000 5 | Bombay (Limited) . ... .| 500; 400 3i— 3 3000 | 20 | De. . 15 060! 710 0 15 — 16 
10000 5 | Do., third issue 400 | 400; 2s— 3 7183 | 50 | London eee ea . 50 00,10 0 0 70 — 704 
10000 | 20 | British —) « « « 6» | 2 00110 0 0) B— 5610 | 25 | —Do., Ist preference . 25 00; 6 0 0} 26— 28 
| | (Norwich, Hull-Sculcoates, Han- | | 503 | 50} Do., 2nd preference . - 50 00; 6 0 O} 
| | “ley, Tunstall & Shelton [Pot- 214 | 50 Do., 3rd preference . . 5000!) 600 
} | teries], Trowbridge, & Holy- £18781 | Do., Ist preference stock | 6 0 0 
well.) £11828 | Do., 2nd preference stock . .| 5 00 
12000 | 50 | Chartered . ° {50 00) 45 0) .— Nictheroy, Brazil (Limited) y f 
6060 | 50 EE -|45 00) 4 5 0} ..— 15000 | 5 | Maltaand Mediterranean (Limited) 5 0 0| 5 0 0 4— 4) 
10000 | 20 | City of London, A shares 20 0 0 8 0 0! 23§— 243 60) } 5 | Do., preference . « + 5001 700;F 43— 5 
10000 | 10 Do., Bshares. . . 10 00) 400; 6%— 7 30000 | 5 | Oriental (Calcutta) 5 0 0/10 0 0} a 8 
9629 | 10 Do., new shares . 10 0 0 8 0 0); 11g— 12 30000 5 | Do., new shares .  o« 2 © Cree Fi 1g— 1s 
17490 | 25 | Commercial. , 25 0 0,10 0 0; 35 — 36 10000 | 5 | Ottoman (Limited) . . . . .| 5 0 0} nil, [| If 23 
20000 | 20 | Continental Union. » «© « § 2000] 5 0 0] 20— 20 12500 | 10 | Para (Limited). ‘ 10 0 0; 710 0 | 8i— 9 
5213 | 20 Do., preference ... . .|2 0 0 790) 20— 20 27000 20 )Pheniz. . « 20 0 0110 0 Of 27 — 273 
5000 | 10 | Crystal alace District , 1 0 0/10 0 0 14 — i5 $600 100 | Do., new . 855 0 0; 710 0} 36 — 364 
5000 | 10 Do., preference 10 0 0} 6 0 O} 123—13 9 144000 |Sk.| Do. . . 100 0 0/ 5 0 0} a 744 
10000 | 10 Do., new share 110 0 0} 7 0 0) 104—11 5000 |-20 | Ratelif. ..... 20 0 0/10 0 0} 23§— 244 
4000 | 50 | Equitable . . . > |50 0 0/10 0 0| 67 — 68 20 | Rio de Janciro (Limited) 20 0 0/;10 0 0} 24— 25 
4000 | 25 Do., new shares , . . .{ 25 0 0110 0 0} 33\— 34 6959 | 5 | Singapore (Limited) . 5 0 0| 4.0 0 
23406 | 10 | European (Limited) . e - 10 00/11 0 O}; b— 154 2000 | 5 Do., preference | 500; 710 0 
12000 | 10 Do.,newshares. , . . .| 500/11 00! 7h— 73 Shanghai .... .| | re 
} (Boulogne, Amiens, Rouen, Caen, 4800 | 50 | South Metropolitan . .| 50 0 0)10 0 0 73 — 75 
| Havre, & Nantes. 4800 | 124) Do.,newshares . 1210 0;10 0 O} 18§— 19 
20000 | 10 | Great Central Gas Consumers. 10 0 0}10 0 0} 11— 11) 15000 10 | Surrey Consumers . . , 10 0 0 | 10 0 O} 14 — 144 
5000 | 10 | Hong Kong (Limited) . 10000; 600; 8—10 10000 | 10 | Ma «6 6 lw 6 6 0 0;}10 0 0 8 — 2 
26000 | 50 | Imperial a 50 0 0/10 0 0| 64 — 64} 9000 | 4 | United General (Limerick) . 400}500}) 2— 2 
26000 | 10 Do., new shares , d 30 0;10 00; 4 5 10000 | 10 | Victoria Docks . . . . . .| 5 0 O| 6 0 0 
26000 | 123}  Do.,newshares | , . $0 0) 7 0 0! S$ 33 1500 | 10 | Wandsworth and Putney  . ‘10 0 0/10 0 0| 10—12 
1300 |100 Do., bonds . £100 | 10 0 0 175 —180 1500 | 10 malty Penietat Septet 10 0 a} 710 0 
1819 | 10 Do. . 10 0 0' 710 0 
28000 | 50 | Imperial Continental . . . .| 4315 0/16 0 0 | 97§— 98 1138 | 10 Mi cc, oy 0 eee ‘ 
(Amsterdam, Berlin,Ghent, Han- | 20000 | 10 | Western (Limited) A shares . .|10 0 0/10 0 0} 14j— 15 
over, Lille, Rotterdam, Aix- | 10000 | 10 eS so ae eh ee OL 10 0 0 — 10 
la- Chapelle, a Bor- | 10000 10 De.,C slams. . . 2 « 700 10 0 0 I4— 10 
deaux, russels, ologne, | 20000 | 10 Do., D shares . mRy 100;10 0 0 1 2 
rt-on-Maine, Haar- 8000 | 5|WestHam. . . . . ~~. | 7 0 0) 7210 OU) ne ay 
lem, Stolberg, Toulouse, & | 6000 | 5 Do.,newshares . . . . .| 7 0 0 710 0}) 
Vienna.) t 551 | 10°} West London Junction (Limited) .| 10 0 0; 6 0 0 
520 | 10 Do., preference . e « of 10 O OF CO OF 























tances from the centre, and roll on the flexible pipe which lies between them | 
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Sor distilling | 


| 


lieutenant-colonel in the Bengal Staff Corps, for ‘*Jmprovements in| 


‘4 novel system of self-acting ventilating apparatus, applicable also to, 
A communication. April 7, | 





| 
} 
| 


the co. of Middlesex, lieutenant Royal Artillery, for ‘‘ Improvements in 
1] 

1046.—GrorGE Stp.ey Cuass, of Belfast, in the co. of Antrim, in Ireland, ' 
gas-fitter, for “‘ Improvements in apparatus for the combustion of gas.” | 


Autsvut, of Tipton aforesaid, iron-boat builder, for ‘‘ Jmprovements in| 
1068.—ANDREW STEWART and JoHN WoTHERsPOON, both of Coatbridge, 


machinery for cutting metal tubes, pipes, cylinders, bars, or other similar |, 








(cece, 
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co. of Fife, N.B., for “Improvements in the construction of water-cocks 
| or valves.” March 15, 1869. af ‘ 
831.—WiLL1AM THomas Suac, of Vincent Works, Vincent Street, in the 
| of constructing and manufacturing the same.” March 18, 1869. 

| 856. —HENRY y 

| Middlesex, civil engineer, for ‘Improvements in apparatus for mea- 
| suring liquids.” A communication. March 20, 1869 ; 
870.—Epwin Sracey, of 25, Princes Street, Cavendish Square, in the co. 


DWARD Newton, of 66, Chancery Lane, in the co. of | 
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| 3612.—Amos Harris, of Thame, in the co. of Oxfordshire, ironmonger, for 
| Improvements in heating apparatus for warming churches, chapels, 
and other public and private buildings by hot air.” Nov. 26, 1868. 
3812.—Mires Lockuanrt, of Douglas, in the Isle of Man, for “‘ Improved 
| means or apparatus for ventilating, chiefly applicable to chimneys.” 
Dec. 15, 1868. 
8929.—ALEXANDER MELVILLE CLARK, of 53, Chancery Lane, in the co. of 
Middlesex, patent agent, for “‘ Improvements in gas-burners.” A com- 
munication. Dec. 23, 1868. 
| 154.—Nicuoxas Voice, of Handcross, in the co. of Sussex, plumber, for 











of Middlesex, and James THomson, of 33, Arthur Street, Clifton Road, 
Peckham, in the co. of Surrey, for ‘An improved method of and appa- 
| ratus for purifying gas.” March 22, 1869. . 
914.—CuHarLes Marspes, of Kingsland Road, in the co. of Middlesex, 
| for ** Improved means of and apparatus for making gas and water tight 

flexible joints to pipes and tubes.” March 25, 1869. : 
967.—AUGUSTUS foasen Batxp, of Pimlico, in the co. of Middlesex, 


‘* Improvements in apparatus connected with closets and urinals.” Jan, 
18, 1869. 
676.—JoHN LoapER, of Upper Clifton Street, Worship Square, in the co. 
of Middlesex, for ‘‘ Improvements in rotary engines and pumps.”” March 
1869 
809.—BaLDwin LaTHaM, of 6, Westminster Chambers, Victoria Street, 
| lieutenant-colonel in the Bengal Staff Corps, for ‘‘Jmprovements in Westminster, in the co. of Middlesex, for ** Improvements in the means 
| earth-closets and urinals.”.. March 31, 1869. and machinery or appliances for filtering and straining liquids, especially 
‘| .  —eee applicable for straining sewage.’ March 17, 1869. 


NOTICES TO PROCEED. a 
3541.—Cuirxton Epccumre Brooman, of the firm of Robertson, Brooman, | PATENTS WHICH HAVE BECOME VOID 
BY REASON OF THE NON-PAYMENT OF THE ADDITIONAL STAMP 


‘| and Co., of 166, Fleet Street, in the City of London, patent agents, for c 

i| ** Improvements in the manufacture of gas for lighting and heating, and £50 BEFORE THE EXPIRATION OF THE THIRD YEAR. 

|| tn apparatus employed therein.” A communication. Nov. 21, 1868. 908.—JouNn Parkes the younger and James Parkes, ‘ Improvements in 
562.—Tuomas SmiTH, M.D., of Portland House, Cheltenham, and Joun apparatus for measuring liquids.’””? March 29, 1866. 

| Vas Norpen BazatcetTe, of the Langham Hotel, Portland Place, in _ 941.—Epwarp Brooxe the younger, ‘‘ Improvements in the construction 

| the co. of Middlesex, for ‘‘ Improvements in deodorizing and manufac- and arrangement of apparatus and material for effecting the deodorizing 

j turing manures from sewage and other foul waters, and in apparatus of noxious gases arising from sewers and drains, and for the more effec- 

|| employed therein.” Nov. 23, 1868, tual ventilation of such sewers and drains.” April 2, 1866. 


| 
| 

| 

| 

city of Westminster, for ‘‘ Improvements in gas-burners, and in the method 
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| _ - 
| GAS COALS.—FPer Jon. FREIGBRTS. 
j CASTINGS.—Per Ton. Newcastle. —Unscreence:— Coastwise—Newcastle.—Per Ton : — 
Haswells, Nettlesworth Primrose, s.¢, Chatham and Rochester ......++..+s+« 5 0 
iF Average Weight of Cast-iron Gas-pipes, per Yard. and South Pelaw...csse-sesrere OS | Bie cescsccccccencsecpsvecqosevenene 8 0 
j Felling, Framwel) Gate, North Pel- Dover, Folkestone, and Ramsgate..... 6 9 
ila — " - : = = - ton, Redheugh Main, Walker's Dublin ......sese00 Crecccecescoooesce $0 
4! ig in. | Zim. | 2g in. | Sim | din. | 5in. | Gin. | Zim. | Sin. | 9 in. | 10 in, | 12 in. Primeene, West Wear, and Whit- hE - o- acnenasimenghhetSeres 8 6 
16 | 62) Cf] 628 | 688 | SCS | 70 | 89 | 107 | 126 | 149 | 177 208 Ib. Well Primrose .crcccceccscccccces 6M | IPSWICH .....cccccccccecocsececececes 46 
| ; Burnhope, Cragheac, Charlaw, Der London (from Leith) ......++0+0+. 0.008 8 0 
| Newcastle | Yorkshire, ot. ae one, Semeseney. —- wee apsenene rere 5s. 3d. to ’ Mi 
Ret j j i ighton Moor, Hartlepoo) Pelaw, owestoitand Yarmouth........+.+++. 
‘: serena sath hae | London. | Glasgow. i... Wales. | — Holmside, Lambton’s Gas, Lan- | Portsmouth and Southamp........... 6 9 
| | boro’. | Staffordshire. chester Pelaw, Medomsley Mick- Plymouth ......00e.ececececeeecereres 7 6 
a y = ‘ley, New Pelaw,Pelaw Main, Ra- Shoreham ....... cccsecccccvccscseces 6 6 
| S adie s hit ¢ 216.6641 & 2.é& vensworth, Seaham, South Moor Whitstable ....++.seecerererereerevers 6 0 
|| Pig Iron,No.1 (g.m.b.)....see00-., 3 15 0 213 0 2 9 0/8 10 0 3 10 0 Pelton, South Leverson, Townley Weymouth ......ccccecececeeceseseets 7 0 
| 13 and 2-inch Socket-pipes........ 1/7 00/5 15 0,5 1100/6 00] 7 0 0 Main, Tyne Main, West Pelaw, Foreign.—Per Keel :— £ 5. 
| 24 and 38-inch ditto..... pari oe'6100'5 50 5 00/5 165 0 6 10 0 Wearmouth Hutton,and Witton. 7 0 | Barceloma ........ss+sereeesseeeceeees 18 10 
114 and 5-inch ditto ......cecccceeeel6 001/415 0'4100\'5 & O 6 00 Peareth, Ravensworth Pelaw, Wal- Bordeaux .......escescececeseeees -lo@ 
|| @ inches and upwards ditto........ 6160'4 6014 00/15 O00 5 15 0 dridge, West Garesfield, and West Boulogne and Calais ......... - 7 6 
| | Retorts, Ist fusion, hot blast....... 510 0/4 10 0/4 0}/5 © of] 5 100 Peltomss +e ++seeeesssesee sees gesee 7B | COdIZ..-.+0eersceercevereeres - 1010 
| Ditto, and ditto, cold ditto .......+. 6100); — ~ _ 6 10 0 a bees Ang —_ } ene ome teteeeeeeeeeeees _ 4 
|| Tanx-pl: ~ adie ) nderr . np, Pelton, MHAGEM .. es eeeeseevers a 
{| plates, § thick and above. 6 00 5 00 4 15 6/5 10 O 6 00 South Peareth, Stella, Urpeth. GONOD ee ceeeereceerece - 17 0 
1} Washingtom Huttom, and West Hamburg.......0....+ - 710 
| | PR SF» LO wenteabe 76 de Grace...... B 5 
i] a ” a : amsay’s Newcastle Cannel .,......+ 16 0 ME. cisccosnessooeeouceneiipasoene 7 0 
{| WROUGHT-IRON TUBING, Wigan Cannel (at Liverpool) ....... 17 0 —. ceeeceeeerene £10 to 10 of 
| ; ’ i, Scoich Cannei:— otterdam... eee 
i] Subject to 50 percent. Discount. Boghead—at Bo'ness, 38s.; at Leith.. 38 6 | Stettin.......... 4 
=== aie asa Muairkirk 200.0 cccccere: cocccesece + 270 | Trieste...... ... 15 10 
| | Kirkness, best (at Burntisland)..... Bt PI Riinns< cccvcceecccecsborebencccees 18 10 
| | 2im. | lgim. | jim. | lim, | gim. | jim. [ Capeldrae, 1st quality (at ditto) .... 286 | —— 
= —— —— — ——— —— — J Ditto, 2nd ditto (atditto) .....--.- 186 SUNDRIES. 
| Patent Welded Tubes, from 2 to ldfeet—| 2. d. | 8 d,| s.d. | 8. d.| 8. d, | #. d. | Cowdenbeath + 120) Best Newcastle Fire-bricks, per £ s. d. 
| POT fOOt .sceesscerecececceceeceesees| 1 8 | 1 1 | 010 | O 7 | O 6 | O 43 Ff Lesmabago(at Gla . 316 eee £2 108.to 2150 
Ditto ditto, from 12in. to234in.—each..| 3 0 20 1 6 s 3 09 os Ditto (at Granton)...... eeeeees + 32.6 | Cliff's Fire bricks (at Wortley), per 
| | Long Screws, from 12 in. upwards......., 4 0 | 2 3 | 2 0 | 1 6 | 1 2 | 011 [fArmistom......... on + 276 SUE. cicscevesssueveccouielns eenee 9 186 
| Bends and Springs ..ccccceccesccccece | 43 23 19 13 011 © & fF Wemyss, f.0.b...........0+-eeeeee++ 226 Ingham’s do. (at Wortley),p.10e.. 2150 
| Square Elbows, equal orreducing ; Round) | Haywood , Wilsontown (atGrantcn), 230 Farnley Iron Co.’s Fire-bricks (at 
Elbows, 5 per cent. extra ... ;/ 398 23 19;}18 / 010 0 8 Pirnie , or Methill........-00-se+e0 17 0 Wortley), less diseount........... 2170 
Tees, wrought OF Cast...ss0-++ 40 2 6 2e0;1¢6¢;11 09 Lothian’s Cannel (f.o.b. at Leith)... 26 0 Fire-clay Retorts,p.ft.ran ¥6d.to 0 76 
Crosses, ditto, equal or reducin #o | 36 #o0|23 19 1 6 Bo’ness Cannel) (at Bo'ness) ........ - 190 | Tough Cake Cop per ton........ 76 00 
Iron Cocks..... eoveverecces 20 9 | 13 0 10 6 7 3 6 0 3 8 Myles’ Cannel .,.......-s+.++0+++-0 23 6 | English Pig Lead, per ton.......... 19 100 
Ditto, with brass eS beccee 2 0 160 /B Oo 7 0 66 46 a ners Burntislan@) .... = 0 — Bar Iron(im London),p-ton.. 61 0 
emark (at Glasgow) ...--.-..e0e 160 | r 8) . ee reeereecs 
p }1rs}|oo] o8 06 | 0 & | © 44 F Elphinstone Tower! tat Leith) Sonmnns 20 0 | English Block Tike p or ton bidiesinaes 133 r ° 
se 10 08 67 © 5 04 03 Coppa Cannel (on railsat Birkerhd.), 149 | Banca, perton...........seesseees 138 00 
Syphors, 2-quart ...sesesseseee 10'Meo'1s 6 '18 0/12 0 - Ditio ditto (ditto at Connah’s Quey) 143 | Tarred Rope Yarn, p. cwt.......... 100 











Advertisements. 


HENRY HOWARD & CO., 
COOMBS WOOD PATENT TUBE-WORKS. 
| OLD HILL, near DUDLEY, | 

} 


| MANUFACTURERS. OF 
PATENT WELDED WROUGHT-IRON TUBES & FITTINGS, 
FOR GAS, STEAM, & WATER, EITHER BLACK, GALVANIZED, OR ENAMELLED. | 


CORE BARS for IRONFOUNDERS, STOCKS, TAPS, & DIES, IRON COCKS, &c: | 


JOHN HALL & CO., 


STOURBRIDGE, 
MANUFACTURERS of FIRE-BRICKS, LUMPS, & TILES, 
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AND EVERY DESCRIPTION OF FIRE-CLAY GOODS. 
7 -B.—A Stock of 15 and 16 in. CIRCULAR RETORTS always on hand. Other kinds made to order on short notice, 
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| “FIVE MINUTES’ TALK Cc. M. B ARKER & CO’S 


ABOUT 


GAS PATENT UNLEAKABLE GAS & WATER PIPES. 


Is intended to be given by Gas Companies to their | 


Customers, It is hoped the advice it contains maybe | 2 1 

the means of correcting mistakes and preventing acci- | ot a Ses aE] 
| dents ; and also of assisting the Officers in some of the | 

| most difficult of their duties. | 

|i Price—1000 copies, £1 17s. 6d.: 500 copies, £1 1s. Gd.; H f - j = = 
}, any smaller number, at 5s. per 100. | 
|; When 1000 copies are ordered, the official title and | 
|| address of the Company will be printed on the first | 
| | page without charge. Any greater number by special 
|| agreement as to price, 

|| Apply to J. O. N. Rurrer, Black Rock, Bricuton. 


‘QOBERT MACLAREN and CO, | 












| EGLINTON FOUNDRY, GLASGOW, oe e Bine. chowinws i tel 
b =e i i. gth of the Patent Pipe, showing its hexa- 4 4, The T-piece on an enlarged scale, with taper 

Manufacturers of all sizes of Cast-Iron Main Pipes, by gonal bands. ’ flange screw spigot, showing also lengthen- 

|| an improved Zutons. General Ironfounders, Gas En- | 2, A Section of Pipe showing service-pipe attached. \ ing screws and back nuts. 

| add and Wrought-Iron Tube Makers. | 3. Three lengths of Patent Pipe, showing the T-piece pany 5- Back nuts for sealing joints on the lengthen- 





by which a junction is effected with old mains. ing screws. 

The advantages of these Pipes consist in securing rigid and unleakable joints at Main and Service connexions. 
They possess the applicability of their tensile strength for maintaining a sound joint, being rigidly held together 
with cast screw ends; these, with their cones and cavities, require cnly to be filled with a small quantity of ordi- 
nary cement, and screwed together so as to confine the cement in the socket, and thereby immoveably seal the 
joint. They are cast with hexagonal bands for securely connecting service-pipes, and are thus reliable joints for 
mains and services, saving the expense in labour, of lead, and yarn in one kind of Pipe, and turning and boring in 


| TO GAS AND WATER COMPANIES, | 








een eons joints, confirming their title of ‘‘ Unleakable Joint Pipes.” 
Farther particulars may be obtained of the Patentee, 


SECOND-HAND Mr. C. M. BARKER, 12, KENNINGTON PARK ROAD, S.E., LONDON; 
FIRE AND BURGLAR PROOF and ROBEY & COMPANY, LINCOLN. 


SAFES. 


| 
| 
BEFORE PURCHASING SEND FOR 
| GRIFFITHS’ MONTHLY LIST OF SAFES, 
| 








By Milner, Marr, Thos. Perry and Sons, Mordan, 
Price, Whitfield; and every-eminent maker, at about 
half the price of new. | 
A guarantee given with each. —_ 
A large quantity of TANN’S SAFES from £2 10s. | D Cray Rerorr. D Inon Rerorr. 


Apply to Grtrrrrus, 43, CANNON SraEkr. E.C. | FR ASER’ S P ATENT RIBBED RETORTS. 


TO GAS ENGINEERS AND FITTERS. 
— The IRON RIBBED RETORTS are more-durable than plain castings, and retain their original shape to 
1] Every Description of the last. ie 
| a | The “ Ribs” strengthen the FIRE-CLAY RETORTS, and by affording an increased heating surface favour 
GAS LANTERNS & REFLECTOR LAMPS | the more speedy and perfect carbonization of the Coals. et 
For Shop Windows kept in Stock. | These Retorts are now in use at some of the London works, and in a great number of the provincial gas-works. 


W. Davis, 17, Wells Street, Oxford Street, Lonpon, W. For Illustrated Circular, with testimonials, &c., apply to 
Established 1820. | A. C. FRASER, GAS-WORKS, COLCHESTER. 


 &. & W. WALKER, 
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MIDLAND IRON-WORKS, DONNINGTON, NEWPORT, SHROPSHIRE. 


LONDON HOUSE: 8, FINSBURY CIRCUS, LONDON, E.C. 








the other Pipe now used. “The new Pipes have been teste to 250 lbs. pressure without a sign of leakage at the || 
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WAsten, by the Advertiser, a 

situation as MANAGER to a small gas-work, 
ora situation as GAS-FITTER. Thoroughly under- 
stands main and service laying, fitting and inspecting 
meters, and every part of gas-fitting and gas-works. 
Aged 23 years. Has had similar situations before. 
Good references from last situations. 

Address J. C. H., care of Mr. King, 11, Bolt Court, 
F.Lget Street, E.C. 


CENTRAL GAS CON- 
SUMERS COMPANY. 

NOTICE is hereby given that the THIRTY- 
SIXTH HALF-YEARLY ORDINARY MEETING 
of the SHAREHOLDERS of the above Company will 
be held at the London Tavern, Bishopsgate Street, on 
FRIDAY, the 30th day of April inst., at Six o’clock in 
| the evening precisely, for the purpose of receiving the 

Directors Report for the half year ending the 3lst of 
D ber, 1868, and to elect four Directors in the 


| G PEAT 





ws TED, a situation at a gas-work, 
by an abstainer of eight years standing. Can 
set retorts and do all general work. Gocd references. 
Address J. CHANDLER, 84, Vauxhall Street, Lambeth, 
Lonpon. 





SKIBBEREEN GASLIGHT AND COKE 
COMPANY, LIMITED. 


WANTED, a competent Person as 
SUPERINTENDENT of the above gas-works. 
He must be fully qualified as to the fittings, laying 
pipes, mains, and services, and fixing and taking meters. 
He will also be required to collect accounts quarterly. 
House, coals, and gas provided. 

Apply, stating terms, to H. WinTHrore O’Donovan, 
Lissard, SKIBBEREEN. 

N.B.—The person selected will have to take charge 
of works immediately. 

April 8, 1869. 





TO GAS-FITTERS AND BRASS-FINISHERS. 


Ww 4s TED, by a young man, aged 

20, a situation as IMPROVER in the above 
trade. Can have good reference. 

Apply, stating wages, to W. H. Moopy, Gas-Works, 
MANAGER, 


Burgess Hill, Sussex. 
A Respectable young Man, of good 
character and business habits, practica'ly ac- 

quainted with the various departments of gas engineer- 
ing, accounts, collecting, &c., is open to take the entire 
SUPERVISION of a gas-work. 

Address, by letter, Apna, Post-Office, Eversholt 
Street, Camden Town, Lonpon, N.W. 





TO GAS COMPANIES. 
A Practical Manager is open to a 
re-engagement as Manager, or as Engineer and 
Manager. ‘lestimonials and references if required. 


Address A. D. C., care of Mr. King, 11, Bolt Court, 
Freer Street, E.C. 


O* SALE, Three £100 Shares in the 
Gas-Meter Company, Limited. Offices, 15, 
Coleman Street, City, E.C. 
Apply to J, G., 47, Yorkshire Street, OLpHam. 








PURIFIERS FOR SALE. 


0 BE SOLD CHEAP, in excellent 
condition, a second-hand PURIFIER (Malam’s 
patent), in four compartments, each 3 ft. square by 3 ft. 
deep, with centre-valve, 4-in. inlet and oatlet, five 
tiers of riddles, cast-iron lids, and lifting apparatus 
complete. 
For price and particulars, apply to Mr. W. H. 
CuampBers, LOWESTOFT. 


Fo SALE, in good condition, a Jones 
GAS EXHAUST, with 12-in. by 9-in. outlets, 
and by-pass, with 6-in. branches attached. Price £30, 
delivered in Glasgow or London. 
Address Joun M1Lusr and Co., Sandilands Chemical 
Works, ABERDEEN. 


F° SALE, 2000 gallons of Gas Tar. 

The MANAGER of the Usk Gas-Works, Usk, 
near Newport, Monmouthshire, is open to receive 
OFFERS for the above. 











Usk, April 6, 1869. 
PURIFIERS FOR SALE. 
A Set of Four Cast-Iron Purifiers, 8 ft, 
by 5 ft., with wrought-iron lids, cast-iron centre- 
valve, connecting-pipes, and lifting apparatus complete. 
For further particulars apply to Mr. J. HEpworts, 
the Gas-Works, Bricnouse. 


FRENCH BRONZE STATUETTES 
AND FIGURES FOR GA&. 


A Choice Assortment of the above always on show 
at Cornpiere & Sons, 30, Cannon Street, Lonpon, E.C. 





place of those ns by rotation, who, being eligible 
for re-election, offer themselves accordingly, and one 
Director in the stead of Mr. Deputy Virtue, deceased. 
The Transfer Books of the Company will be closed 
from the 21st of April to the 30th of April. 
R. M. Massey, Secretary. 
28, Coleman Street, April 8, 1869. 


AHIA GAS COMPANY, LIMITED. 
NOTICE is hereby given that the ORDINARY 
HALF-YEARLY MEETING of this Company will be 
held atthe London Tavern, Bishopsgate Street, London, 
on TUESDAY, the 27th day of April, 1869, to receive 
the Report of the Directors, the Balance. Sheet approved 
by the Auditors, and for general purposes. 
The chair will be taken at Two o'clock precisely. 
By order of the Board, 
April 6, 1869. 


Atrrep J. HEAD, Secretary. 
ROSSENDALE UNION GAS COMPANY. 
CONTRACT FOR CANNEL. 
[HE Directors of the above Compan 


are prepared to receive TENDERS for a supply 
of CANNEL for Three years from the Ist of May next, 
delivered at the Company’s siding at the works, Raw- 
tenstall. Quantity required, about 6000 tons per annum. 
Other particulars may be obtained on application to 
the undersigned, to whom tenders are to be addressed, 
on or before the 30th inst. 
' ~ “Tos. NetyeicoinG, Secretary and Manager. 
Bacup, April 12, 1869. 











CONTRACT FOR GAS COALS, &c. 


HE Directors of the Peterborough 

Gas Company invite TEN DERS for the supply of 
2500 tons of Screened Nuts from best GAS COAL; also 
1000 tons of Gas Coal, to be delivered free at the 
Peterborough Railway Mineral Station in about the 
following proportion :— 


May, — >. 100 tons, 
June - ~~ 100 ,, 
July ” 100 ,, 
August oe 100 ,, 
September ,, 300 ,, 
October - 400 ,, 
November ,, 500 ,, 
December ,, 600 ,, 
January 1870 600 ,, 
Poormary. » « » » 500 ,, 


March oe 0 ue 3 eae 

To include price per ton for Cannel. Price per ton, 
21 cwt. to the ton. 

The weights to be ascertained and verified in such 
manner as the Directors may order or approve. 

Tenders to be sent to the Manager’s Office, ou or 
before the 20th day of April, 1869, endorsed ‘‘ Tenders 
for Gas Coal.” 

By order, 
Enwarp Evans, Manager. 

Gaa@ffice, Peterborough, April 2, 1869. 





TENDERS FOR COALS, 


THE Nottingham Gaslight and Coke 


Company are desirous to receive OFFERS for 
supplies of 30,000 tons or thereabouts of SOFT COALS 


nating on the 30th day of April, 1870. 
The Large Coals and the Cobbles or Nuts are to be 
separately delivered, where and as from time to time 


Nottingham, and at the Midland Company’s Railway 
Station, at Nottingham, and also on the Gas Company’s 
Railway Sidings, at Radford and Basford respectively ; 
and at and after the rate of one-eighth part of such 
total quantity in each calendar month, commencing 
with the month of July next, till the Company shall 
be satisfied with the amount of accumulated stock, and 
afterwards at such rate as shall be from time to time 
directed, till the agreed quantity shall have been 
delivered. 

The Company will undertake to receive from each 
person or firm whose tender may be accepted, a total 

uantity of 5000 tons at the least; but they do not bind 
themselves to accept the lowest or other tender or 
tenders, till after a satisfactory trial of the Coals and 
Cobbles or Nuts, to which such tender or tenders may 
relate, shall have been made. They are to be the best 
of their kind, and as free as possible from sulphur, bats, 
bind, refuse, and dirt, and shall be weighed (20 cwt. 
to the ton), upon the Company’s machine, or upon such 





TAR & AMMONIACAL LIQUOR. 
THE Directors of the. Victoria Docks 


Gas Company are prepared to receive TENDERS 
for all the TAR and AMMONIACAL LIQUOR they 
may have to dispose of at their works, North Woolwich, 
for a period of One year from the 4th of May next. 

The Tar and Liquor to be removed as required by 
the Company, and will be loaded into the Contractor’s 
barges at the works, or, should the navigation of the 
river Thames be from any cause interrupted, into his 
waggons, 

"ayment in cash, monthly, within ten days after 
delivery of account. 

_ The Directors do not bind themselves to accept the 
highest or any tender. 

‘enders to be sent to the Company’s Offices, 19, 
Spring Gardens, Cyanine Cross, 8.W., on or before 
the 27th inst. 

April 8, 1869, 





other as may be mutually agreed upon. 

Payments will be made monthly, if and so long as 
the contract shall be duly fulfilled, to the extent of 
pine-tenths of the amount of the verified invoices, and 
the balance will be discharged on the satisfactory com- 
pletion of the contract. 

Sealed tenders (to be made on forms obtainable at 
the Company’s Office), specifying the description of 
Coals and the pits at which they are to be raised, and 
stating the prices for deliveries at the several places 
and in manner and subject to the conditions aforesaid, 
must be delivered at the Office of William Hunt, Esq., 
Clerk to the Company, on or before Wednesday, the 
5th day of May next. 

The respective contracting parties will be required 
to execute an agreement, to be prepared by and to the 
satisfaction of the Solicitor of the Company. 

By order of the Committee, 
T. HAWKSLEY, 
Engineer to the Company. 
Gas Office, Nottingham, April 2, 1869. 








and SOFT COBBLES or NUTS, for the period termi- | 


directed, by and at the expense of the Contractors, | 
upon the Gas Company’s Station, in the East Croft, at | 





TO TAR DISTILLERS. 
HE Directors of the Independent 


Gaslight and Coke Company are prepared 
receive TENDERS for the TAR produced at their 
works, at Haggerston, for One year from the 3lst of 
July, 1869. 

Tenders to be sent in to the SECRETARY, at the 
Company’s Offices, No, 236, Kixestanp Roap, on or 
before Thursday, the 29th inst. 

The Directors do not bind themselves to accept the 
highest or any tender. 

April 2, 1869. 


TO COAL FACTORS, MERCHANTS, &c. 


HE Directors of the Wandsworth 
and Putney Gaslight and Coke Moyen / are now 
prepared to receive TENDERS for the supply of 8200 
tons of the best quality of any description of GAS 
COALS of known reputation, from the 31st day of May, 
1869, to the 3lst day of March, 1870. 
The tenders must state the description of the Coal, 
together with the price per ton for each description. 
he Coals are to be delivered in the following monthly 
quantities in M‘Murray’s Wharf, alongside the Gas- 
Works, at Wandsworth, the Company paying the lock- 
age and porterage dues (each monthly delivery to be 
distributed throughout such period as evenly as 


possible) :— 
une, 1869 500 tons. 
July - 600 ,, 
August ,, 900 ,, 
September ,, 1100 ,, 
October ,, 1100 ,, 
November ,, “ 1000 ,, 
December ,, e 1000 ,, 
January 1870 . 900 ,, 
February ,, 700 ,, 
March ” “ 400 ” 
Total 


2 « % 

The whole of the Coals to be delivered dry, fresh 
wrought, unscreened, and free from bats, dirt, or pyrites, 
and fit for Gas purposes, to the satisfaction of the 
Company’s Engineer for the time being. 

The Directors do not bind themselves to accept the 
lowest or any tender; but the person or persons whose 
tender may be accepted will be required to execute a 
contract for the due performance thereof. 

Tenders to be forwarded under seal to the Offices of 
the Company, High Street, Wandsworth, on or before 
the 23rd inst., endorsed ** Tender for Coals.” 

By order of the Board, 
ALFRED Lass, Secretary. 

High Street, Wandsworth, April 2, 1869. 


THE GOSPORT GAS AND COKE COMPANY. 
CONTRACT FOR GAS COALS. 


[HE Directors of the above Company 

are prepared to receive TEN DERS for the supply 
of 4000 tons of unscreened good GAS COALS, to be 
delivered afloat into barges (to be found by the a? 
in Portsmouth Harbour, at the anchorage off the 
Gosport shore, in such quantities as may be demanded 
in the months of July, August, September, October, 
November, December, January, February, and March 
next, in cargoes about 300 tons. Rate of delivery, 14 
keel per working day. 

The Coals to be the best of their kind, fresh wrought, 
dry, and free from dirt, slag, or other admixture. 

The Coals to be tendered for are Wearmouth, Ravens- 
worth Pelaw, Pelaw Main, Waldridge, and other good 
Gas Coal. 

The tenders to state the price for each of the above 
Coals, and any other good Gas Coals offered to be 
supplied. 

Terms of payment by two months bills, payable in 
London. 

Tenders to be delivered to the Secretary and 
Treasurer, on or before the 4th day of May next, 
endorsed “‘ Tender for Coals.” 

The Directors do not bind themselves to accept the 
lowest or any tender. 

Henry Comrion&, Secretary and. Treasurer. 

Newtown, near Gosport, April 8, 1869. 








GRAVESEND AND MILTON GASLIGHT COMPANY, 
TENDERS FOR COALS. 


(THE Directors of the above Compan 


give notice that they are prepared to CONTRAC 

for the supply for One year, from the 24th day of June 
next, of such quantities of ** Pelton’s Main” or “ Pelaw 
Main’ GAS COAL as they may require, to be de- 
livered on to the South Bank of the Basin of the Thames 
and Medway Canal, as near to the Company’s works as 
may be practicable. 

The quantity required will be about 5000 tons, and is 
to be delivered in the following proportions :— 





July . 300 tons. 
August . . 300 ,, 
September. ., . 300 ,, 
October. . . . 500 ,, 
November . ; 600 ,, 
December... . 600 ,, 
OUNE. *0 2 ec 600 ,, 
February 500 ,, 
Maye sw od lt 400 ~,, 
Semel = « ¢ 300° ,, 
May. . . 300 ,, 
June. 300 


The weight to be ascertained and verified in such 
manner as the Directors may require. 

The Directors will receive separate tenders for the 
Coals, f.o.b. in the Tyne, and for freight of same. 

Payment will be made for each cargo when delivered. 

Tenders are to state the description of Coal proposed 
to be supplied and the price per ton, and to be sent to 
us at our Office on or before Wednesday, the 5th day 
of May next, marked ‘‘ Tender for Coals.” 

The Directors do not bind themselves to accept the 
lowest or any tender. 

By order of the Directors, 
SovTHoaTe anp Son, Secretaries. 
Gravesend, April 10, 1869. 
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TO GASHOLDER BUILDERS. LFRED PENNY, Gas and BECK’S 
Directors of the Shotley Bridge 
Gas Company, Limited, ae prepared, in ve by PATENT SLUICE & FIRE COCKS, 
mal (Phy tom deep. ora ER, t. 21, WHARF ROAD, CITY ROAD, LONDON. HYDR ANTS, STE AM-FITTINGS, 


deep, to be erected at their works. Mr, Penny ha had a large experience in tht 
The spegifications to include the supplying of columns, | construction, pow. Hy and ment of Gas- * 
, pulleys, weights, chains, pipes, valves, and | Works, begs to inform the Directors of Gas Companies PUMPS, FIRD-MAING, é0., 











ernor, &c., &c. that h be consulted Suitable for Public Buildings, Warehouses, and 
"Plans and specifications, with tenders for the same, | thereto. ‘He also manufactures Gasholderg, Purifiers Dwelling Houses. 
to be sent in on or before Thursday, April 29, 1869, | and all the various apparatus used in Gas-Works, and | A competent person sent to receive particulars for 
addressed to the Secretary, and endorsed on envelope | keeps in stock Retorts and Mouthpieces, Socket-Pipes, Plans and Estimates. 
” — a tl a Se ee Bends, Branches, T-pieces, &c. &c. 
naccepted plans an cifications returned. pecifi i > 
The Directors fo ee “ny orga to accept the a peresencuinn ne mower on <tintn BECK & Someaent, 
lowest or any tender.—By order, s ° 
oneness saa i 7 a Bm, Secretary. AST - TRON Be le Socket Pi 8, | Brass Founders, Hot-Water §& Hydraulic Engineers, 
ce, Green Street, Shotley Bridge, wi phons an requisite Vonnexions, Lamp 130, GREAT SUFFOLK STREET, 
Black Hill, Co. Durham, April 2, 1869. Columns, Wrought Iron Tubing, Valves,Street Lamps, SOUTHWARK, LONDON. 


Sight Holes, Furnace Doors, Ash Pans, Charging ana 








Coke ‘Shovels, Pail d Cok 
THOMAS CARR & SON, | bur, FirePois, Pumps, tron Borings. 





MANUFACTURERS OF PURIFIERS, CONDENSERS, a SCRUBBERS | D. BRUCE PEEBLES 
erected complete,or the materialssupplied; withevery . 
FIRE - BRICKS, ue, TILES, RETORTS, description of goods in use by Gas-Works, in stock, on | Gas - Meter Manufacturer, 
e ° wholesale prices, a 
SCOTSWOOD FIRE-BRIGK -WORKS Mr. LYNCH WHITE'S, 
NEAR : Old Barge ion Wharf, Upper Ground Street, FOUNTAINBRIDGE 
BLAYDON-ON-TYNE. LONDON. | EDINBURGH. 





FOR SALE, 
SEVERAL SECOND-HAND STATION-METERS & GOVERNORS, 


All in excellent Working Order, equal to New, guaranteed. 





APPLY FOR FURTHER PARTICULARS TO 


GEORGE RAIT, Managing Director, GAS-METER COMPANY, 
238, KINGSLAND ROAD, LONDON, N.E.; 


OR TO 


WILLIAM ARCHER, THE OLDHAM METER MANUFACTORY, OLDHAM. 


C. A. S. VICKARY, 


(ADMINISTRATRIX TO THE LATE JOHN VICKARY,) 
GAS ENGINEER AND CONTRACTOR, .IRON AND BRASS FOUNDER, 


EXE ISLAND, EXETER, 
Tenders her best thanks to the various Gas Companies in England, Ireland, and Wales, for the very liberal and 
kind support received by her lamented husband for the last 22 years, during which period he erected and extended more 
than 200 Gas-Works. She respectfully solicits a continuation of that support, and begs reference to the following 
testimonial :— 





Plymouth and Stonehouse Gaslight Company. 

Sir,—I have much pleasure in testifying that the 100-foot Telescope Gasholder and Cast-Iron Tank, erected by you for this Company in 1862, 
has given the highest satisfaction, and never required the slightest alteration or adjustment since its completion. 

Mr, John Vickary. (Signed) Peter Apams, Chairman. 

The late Mr. Vickary also erected a 100-foot Gasholder and Cast-Iron Tank at Exeter; an 80-foot Telescope Gas- 
holder and Iron Tank at Devonport ; a 90-foot at Torquay, &c., &c. At either of these works satisfactory references 
can be made. 

C. A. 8. V. begs particular attention to her Improved Gas-Meters, both Wet and Dry, the materials 
and workmanship of which are guaranteed of the very best description, and which have gained for her Meters so excellent 
a reputation. 


RETORTS, DIP & ASCENSION PIPES, HYDRAULIC MAIN, CONDENSERS, PURIFIERS, 
STATION-METERS, GOVERNORS, VALVES, and GASHOLDERS, 
Of any size, and every description of article required in Gas- Works supplied. 
Mains, Tees, Connexions, and Syphons, from 2 to 12 in., always in stock, and supplied at Scotch prices. 
Clay Retorts and Fire-Goods of every description. 
Chandeliers and Gas-Fittings of the most modern designs. 
Iron Pipe and Fittings, Service Cocks, &c. 
Plans, Specifications, and Estimates for the Erection of New Gas-Works of any size furnished. 


BEST AND HOLDEN’S 
PATENTS FOR CHARGING AND DRAWING GAS-RETORTS, 


WITH CHAMBERS FOR MOUTHS, 
REQUIRING NO LUTING. 


Gas Engineers are solicited to examine into the merits of this invention before erecting new or altering old retort-houses. It may be seen in 
action at the Alliance Gas Company’s Works, Dublin, where its utility and economy will be clearly demonstrated. Although the saving in labour 
will be considerable, and quickly return any outlay of capital, there are other and important features strongly recommending its adoption at all gas- 
works, and which a gas engineer upon examination will at once appreciate. ‘ A we 

The Directors of the Alliance Gas Company have kindly consented to give every facility to gentlemen desirous of seeing the invention in 
operation. Parties, therefore, about to visit Dublin will be so good as to send us their card, and we will furnish them with letters of introduction. 

Drawings, &c., may be seen at our Office, and all details explained. 


JOHN CHISHOLM, SON, & CO., 44, MARK LANE, E.C. 
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INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION, 


1862, CLASS X. 
PRIZE MEDAL 


For excellence of Fire-Clay Gas Retorts, and 
“ HONOURABLE MENTION” for 
geod quality of Fire-Bricks. 


LIAM STEPHENSON & SONS, 
THROCKLEY, 
NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE, 


AMES NEWTON & SONS, 
(Established 1820,) 





PIRE-BRICK AND TILE MERCHANTS, 


Wholesale and for Exportation, 
FALCON DOCK, 78 ann 79, BANKSIDE, 
SOUTHWARK, LONDON,SE., 
NEWCASTLE 


FIRE-BRICKS, LUMPS, TILES, and FIRE-CLAY, 
and every Article suitable for 


GAS AND WATER WORKS. 


ANCOCK’S INDIA-RUBBER 
GAS-TUBING. 
All sizes, from 4 in. to 4 in. diameter and upwards. 





j Also, 
HORSE SINGEING APPARATUS, best make, with 


Gas-BuRNERS, Comes, and INDIA-RuBBER TUBING, 
all complete. 
INDIA-RUBBER BAGS for Gas-Marns. 
WASHERS for Gas and Steam Joints. 
VALVES (pure solid Rubber) for Srzam-ENGINBs. 
PACKING (Elastic) for SrzEam-ENGINEs. 


FLANGE TUBING, for excluding (P® 
by, 


Draughts and Dust through 
Section. 


Winpows, Doors, and Giass 
Casks. 
Illustrated Price Lists on application. 
JAMES LYNE HANCOCE, 
Vulcanized India-Rubber Works, 


GOSWELL MEWS, anv 266, GOSWELL ROAD 
LONDON, E,C- 





Established 1811. 


READY & SON, 
BILSTON STREET BRASS FOUNDRY, 
WOLVERHAMPTON, 


MANUFACTURERS OF 
SUN BURNERS, GAS CHANDELIERS, 
HALL LANTERNS, BRACKETS, PENDANTS, 
And every Description of 
GAS-FITTINGS, 
Including 


MEDIEVAL FITTINGS for CHURCHES, &c. 


Large Pattern Books complete, with Book of 
Prices, 7s. 6d. 








STOURBRIDGE FIRE-CLAY WORKS. 


E. BAKER & CO., 
24 WHARF, HARROW ROAD, PADDINGTON, W. 


FIRE-BRICKS, LUMPS, SQUARES, and TILES 
of all dimensions, 

GAS-RETORTS always in stock. 

GARDEN EDGINGS of various pattern: 

ORNAMENTAL BUILDING BRICKS. 

GRATE BACKS in various designs. 

Contracts ewtered into to set Retorts, erect Fur- 
naees, &c. 

Shipments on the shortest notice. 

Makers ot A.C. Frasen’s Patent Ribbed Retorts an! 

Brick Ovens. 


HOPKINS, GILKES, & CO., 


Lrurrep, 
MIDDLESBOROUGH, 

SUPPLY GAS AND WATER PIPES OF EVERY SIZE, 
Plain, Turned and Bored, and Coated. 
CAST-IRON RETORTS. 

Castings for Gas-Works of every description. 

EXHAUSTERS. 
Lonpon Orrice: 95, Cannon STREET. 








TO INVENTORS AND PATENTEES. 


. W. H. BENNETT, having had 


considerable experience in matters connected 
with Gas, Water, and a Improvement, begs to 
say that he continues to assist Inventors in the perfee- 
tion of their designs, and to obtain for them PROVI- 
SIONAL PROTECTION, whereby their invention ma 
be secured for Six Months; or LETTERS PATENT, 
which are granted for Fourteen Years. 

Patents leted, or pr ded with at any stage, 
thereby rendering it unnecessary for persons resident 
in the country to visit London. 

Patents procured for Foreign Countries. 

Information as to cost, &c., supplied gratuitously 
upon application to the advertiser, 42, Parliament 
Street, WESTMINSTER. [Office of the JoURNAL OF 
Gas Licutinea, &c.} 








Trade Mark. THE WEDAL FOR 1869. 


e Tux ONLY PRIZE MEDAL awanpep 
ror TUBES anp FITTINGS. 


CROWN TUBE-WORKS, 
WEDNESBURY STAFFORDSHIRE. 
Wanenousz—81, UPPER GROUND ST., LONDON. 
JAMES RUSSELL & SONS, 


Patentees and First Makers of Wrought-Iron Tubes. 


TURNER & ALLEN’S 


NEW DESIGNS 
: FOR 
Plain & Ornamental 


LAMP-POSTS, 
DWARF 
GAS PILLARS, 
LAMP BRACKETS, 


LAMPS, 
LANTERNS, &c. 





GASELIERS, 
CORRIDOR AND LOBBY 
LAMPS, 


CompLete PATTERN 
AND 
Price Boor, 
Ss. 6d. in stamps. 


TURNER AND ALLEN, 
Engineers, Founders, §c., 
201, UPPER THAMES STREET, LONDON, E.C. 








STONE \, 














10 GAS COMPANIES AND THE TRADE. 
J. DEFRIES & SONS, 


MANUFACTURERS OF 
CRYSTAL, BRONZED, & ORMOLU{ 
CHANDELIERS ; 
IMPROVED CRYSTAL STAR & SUN LIGHTS; 
VESTIBULES, 
RON BARREL, COMPOSITION TUBING, 
AND 


GAS-FITTINGS OF EVERY DESCRIPTION, 








WORKS: 
LONDON, BIRMINGHAM, AND PARIS. 


me TH aN 


PREM IS 
/ 





Special Designs prepared in perfect accordance with 
architectural arrangements. Estimates furnished for 
the Lighting and Fitting up of Theatres, Music-Halls, 
and Public or Private Buildings with Gas. 

GAS MOONS OF THE NEWEST DESIGNS. 
The Patent Gas-Regulator & Purifier reduced 

to 6s. 6d. per Dozen. 


Pattern Books of Gas-Fittings, Crystal and Ormolu 
Chandeliers for 1868, are now complete. 





CITY SHOW-ROOMS & MANUFACTORY, 
147, HOUNDSDITCH. 


J. T. B. PORTER & CO., 


GAS ENGINEERS, 


MANUFACTURERS AND CONTRACTORS FOR GAS- WORKS 
Of any extent at Home and Abroad, 
GOWTS BRIDGE WORKS, LINCOLN, 


AND 
JOHN STREET, ADELPHI, LONDON, W.C. 
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GATHEL S’S Patent District 
GOVERNOR is the only perfect self-ac con- 
trivance for re; ting the pressures in the her 
levels of a district. 
For prices, &c., apply to the Manufacturers, Messrs. 
Gugst anp Cugtmes, RoTHERHAM. 


ATHELS’S Patent Four-way Disc 
GAS-VALVE—onE OF WHICH SERVES AS THREE 
ORDINARY VALvES—is the best Valve for gas-works. 
For prices, &c., apply to the Manufacturers, Messrs. 
Guest anp CHRIMES, HERHAM. 


ATHELS’S Patent Ribbed Gas Main- 
PIPES cost but about ld. to 2d. per yard (de- 
pending on the size) more than Plain Pipes, and ensure 
PERFECT GAS-TIGHT CONNEXIONS with the Service-Pipes. 
7, Southampton 








Apply to Messrs. Brees & Son, 
Street, Strand, Lonpon. 


W. J. HOLLANDS, 


IRON MERCHANT, 
$1, BANESIDE, LONDON, 5.E. 


Socket, FLANGE, HoT-WaTER PIPES, AND ALL 
Connexions; ReTorTs, HYDRAULIC Main, Lamp- 
CoLumns, &c.; AND EVERY DESCRIPTION OF CasT- 
INGs AND WrovuGHT-Inon-WorK For Gas AND 
WaTER-WorKS, STEAM, AND GENERAL PURPOSES. 

N.B.—All s kept in stock, and supplied at 
wholesale prices. Estimates given, and orders by post 
punctually attended to the same day. 


JAMES OAKES and CO., 
ALFRETON IRON WORKS, DERBYSHIRE, 
N 


AND 
WENLOCK IRON WHARF, 20, WHARF ROAD, 
CITY ROAD, LONDON, 
Beg to inform Gas and Water Companies and the ublic, 
that they keep in stock in London all the CASTINGS 
in gen use in Gas and Water-Works, including 
Iron Retorts, Socket and Flange Pipes, Bends, 
Branches, and Syphons of all sizes, Lamp Columns, 


&c., &e. 
N.B.—Orders for Cast-iron Tanks, Girders, Celumns, 
Cylinders, and all irregular castings, will have immedi- 


ate attention. 
CHARLEs Horsey, Agent. 











LAMBERT REDUCED PRICES OF 


a IMPROVED GAS-VALVES 


WITH WROUGHT-IRON PINIONS, 
2, 24, and 3in..., 12s. per in. 
4in. to 6in...... 7 

30s. 
These Valves are all proved on 
both sides to 30 lb. on the square 
) inch before leaving the works. 
Valves made with outside racks 











to order. 
MANUFACTURERS, Also Water-Valves, with gun- 
WALSALL. metal faces and gun-metal screws. 





JAMES M‘KELVIE, 
CANNEL COAL MERCHANT, 


HAYMAREET, 
EDINBURGH. 





i 
FIRE-CLAY GAS-RETORTS, &o., CANNEL 
AND STEAM COALS. 
WuLuk FRASEBR, Inverkeithi 
( 


owner of the Works at which Fire-clay 
were first made), having greatly enlarged his works, can 
supply retorts and other fire-clay goods to any extent, 
ferences can be given to managers of above a 
hundred Gas-Works whom he supplies. 

WituiiaM Fraser ships COWDENBEATH PAR- 
ROT COALS at Charlestown and Burntisland at 12s, 
per ton; and HALBEATH STEAM COALS, on Navy 
List, at 8s. 6d. per ton. 


LINTZ COLLIERY COMPANY. 
FIRE-BRICK AND RETORT WORKS. 


THE LINTZ COLLIERY COMPANY 
Beg most respectfully to draw the attention of 


GAS COMPANIES, FURNACE BUILDERS, 
FIRE-BRICK DEALERS, & OTHERS, 
To the superiority of their 
FIRE-CLAY GOODS, 
Where resistance to heat is of paramount importance, 
an ample guarantee of which is in the fact of their 
extensive use by most of the Iron Manufacturers in 
the North of England. a 
Not only is the quality of the Fire-Clay inferior to 
none in the northern Coal-field, but the greatest care 
is taken in selecting it. It is all hand picked, and well 
weathered before use. 
All orders for 
FIRE-CLAY RETORTS of any shape or size, 
FIRE BRICKS, &c., 
Will meet with prompt attention. 


LAYCOCK’S GARESFIELD COKE. 


Orrices: LINTZ COLLIERY, BURNOPFIELD, 
Co. DURHAM; anpD 
QUAYSIDE, NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE. 

















Se 
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ANNEL COAL.—The West York- 
shire Iron and Coal Company, Limited, beg to 
draw the attention of Gas Compauies to their Cannel, 
of which’ the following is the analysis made by W. 
Huggon, Esq., F.C.8,:— : 
ield of perton. . . . 10,296 cubic feet. 
Illuminating power rather over 21 sperm candles. 
Yield of coke per ton . l2cwt. 
The actual working, as reported by one of the largest 


gas companies in Yorkshire, gives results still more 
favourable, viz— 
Vieldofgas. . ..,. 10,416 cubic feet. 


21-89 sperm candles. 
° ea. 
We add from the same source the capabilities of the 
common gas coal— 

i 10,080 cubic feet. 


Yield ofgas. . ... 

Illuminating power . , 14-41 sperm candles. 

VieldofCoke . . . , . lS cwt. 
CoLuigries—Wesr ARDSLEY, near LEEDs. 

For further particulars, address to the Office of the 

Company, 15, York Place, Leeps. 


PoE & PEARSON’S GAS COAL. 


We have now the authority of several of the most 
eminent Gas Engineers of London in stating that our 
Coal yields in practical working over 10,000 cubic feet 
of gas, with an illuminating power of 16 candles. 

ne ton yields 12} cwt. ot good coke. This Coal can 
be shipped from Hull, Goole, Liverpool, Morecambe, 
and Barrow. 
) For further particulars, apply to Pork anp Pearson, 
| West Riding and Silkstone Collieries, near LeEpe. 


Illuminating power 
‘oke — 











QO» WEMYSS CANNEL COAL.— 
| Yield of gas per ton, 12,896 cubic feet; illumi- 
; nating power, 31°75 standard candies. Port of ship- 
| ment, Wemyss. 

Analysis and price on application to Mr. Wa. Carry, 
Manager, Wemyss Colliery, Kirkcaldy, Fire. 


WANWICK CANNEL COAL. 
Illuminating power 23°98 candles; yield large, 
| and coke good. 
Analyses by W. Valentin, Esq., of the Royal College 
| of Chemistry, London, and William Fiddes, Esq., F.C.8., 
| Gas-Works, Bristol, with price and terms, forwarded 
|on application to H. Boam, Head Office, 1, Darwin 
Terrace, DerBy. 








CANNEL COAL, 


ESSRS. GRIFFITHS BROTHERS, 
COPPA COLLIERY, MOLD, 
Beg leave to call the attention of Gas Companies to 
the superior quality of their Cannel for gas-making 
urposes. 

" This Cannél ‘produces in actual working, in iron 
retorts, 9200 cubic feet of 32-candle gas, and upwards 
of 1l cwt. of coke, and in clay retorts will produce 
11,500 cubic feet of 25°9-candle gas. 
Ports of shipment—Birkenhead or Connah’s Quay. 
WwW ms supplied for delivery by railway to any part 
of England or Wales. 
For particulars, prices, and rates of freight, apply to 
Grirritus BrotHers, Coppa Colliery, Mold, Fiint- 
SHIRE. 


THOMAS EDINGTON & SONS, 

















PHENIX IRON-WORKS, 
GLASGOW, 
Manufacturers of all kinds of 
GAS AND WATER PIPES, 
Branches, Bends, Water-Traps, Tank-Plates, Valves, 
and general Castings. Also 
RAILWAY CHAIRS & SLEEPERS, 
AND 

GRIFFIN’S PATENT PERMANENT WAY. 
London Office, 63, Old Broad Street. 


XIDE OF IB0 YW, 

We are prepared to supply, on moderate terms, 

HYDRATED PEROXIDE OF IRON (BOG OCHRB, 
Same quality as supplied by us to several of the most 
extensive Gas Companies, and which has givene atire 
satisfaction. 

FRANCIS RITCHIE & SONS, 
BELFAST. 


IRTLEY IRON WORKS, 
CHESTER-LE-STREET, 
DURHAM. 

Manufactory for every description of Casting and 
Machinery for Gas-Works and Water-Works. 
Warehouse in London for Cast-iron Pipes and Con- 
nexione of all sizes and in any quantity, Scott’s Wharf, 
Bankside, Southwark. 
Office in London, Mr. E. M. Perxrns, 101, Cannon 
Street, E.C. 


WALTER MABON & CO., 
Engineers, 

ARDWICK IRON-WOERKS, 

FAIRFIELD STREET, MANCHESTER, 
MANUFACTURERS OF 

IRON TANKS, GASHOLDERS, 
GAS APPARATUS, 

PIPES, VALVES, IRGN ROOFS, 


WROUGHT AND CAST-IRON GIRDER 
DESIGNS, SPECIFICATIONS, & ESTIMATES 














HENRY F. WILtLeEY, 
(Manager for the late Mr. Vickary, of Exeter, 15 years.) 

GAS ENGINEER AND CONTRACTOR. | 

BARTHOLOMEW STREET, EXETER 


WORKS: 


Improved Wet and Dry Meters. Gas Apparatus and Gas-Fittings Manufacturer. 
Contractor for the Erection of Gas-Works, Gasholders, Station-Meters, Governors, and every article 
and apparatus appertaining to Gas- Works. 








7 | 

F. & C. OSLER, | 

45, OXFORD STREET, LONDON, W. 
MANUFACTORY AND SHOW-EOOMS: | 


BROAD STREET, BIRMINGHAM. 
EsTABLISHED 1807. 


MANUFACTURERS OF CRYSTAL GLASS CHANDELIERS, 
WALL LIGHTS, & LUSTRES FOR GAS & CANDLES. | 


TABLE GLASS OF ALL KINDS. 
CHANDELIERS IN BRONZE & ORMOLU. MODERATOR LAMPS. 


ROBERT DEMPSTER, 
Gas Engineer and Contractor, Rose Mount Foundry, Elland, near Halifax. 


R. D. recommends his Fire-Brick Retorts to Engineers and Managers 
of Gas Companies; they last from 10 to 12 years, 


Iron and Fire-Clay Retorts. Tubes, 
Annular and Pipe Condensers. 
Scrubbers and Purifiers, all sizes. 
Steam-Engines and Exhausters. 
Hydraulic Centre-Valves. 
Station-Meters and Governors. 
Photometers & Pressure-Gauges. 
Ble, ce Lamp-posts and Brackets. 
amid Cast-Iron Mains and Syphons. 











Wrought - Iron Water 
Tanks. 

Wrought-Iron & Cast-Iron Roofs. 

Gasholders, Single-Lift or Tele- 
scopic. 

Gas Castings of every description. 

Retort Setters and Fitters sent to 
all parts of the country. 

Wood Sieves for Puritiers. 








Plans an@ Specifications prepared, 





GEORCE ANDERSON, 


GAS AND CONSULTING ENGINEER, 


19, NORTHUMBERLAND STREET, STRAND, W.C, 


Mr. ANDERSON advises Companies on all matters connected with the 
manufacture of Gas and the construction of Works. 

PATENTEE and MANUFACTURER of the following Inventions :— 
RETORT SETTINGS, heated by tar without the production of smoke. 
STEAM-ENGINES and EXHAUSTERS, eeparately or combined. 
FOUR-WAY VALVES, one of which is equal to three ordinary Valves. 
STATION GOVERNORS-—the Gasholder cannot tilt and cause accident. 

BREEZE AND TAR FUEL MACHINE. 


A Pamphlet containing Eighteen Illustrations of the foregoing, with letterpress on the construction 


of Works, post free, 2s. 6d. toy : ; 
N.B.—The second edition of this Work, xow ready, contains illustrations of the Machine for con- 


verting Breeze and Tar into Fuel for heating the Retorts. , : j q 
‘The Author is well qualified to speak authoritatively upon the important subjects to which his 


pamphlet refers.” —Artizan. 


REDUCED PRICES 


DONKIN & CO.’S 











<a IMPROVED GAS-VALVES 
WITH WROUGHT-IRON PINIONS, 
moan. From 2 inches to 18 inches, price 9s. 6d. to 12s. per inch diameter. 


List of prices, with full dimensions of all sizes up to 36 inches, to be 


had on application. b ’ 
These Valves are all proved on both sides to 30 lbs. on the square inch 
before leaving the works, and are always kept in stock. 


VALVES MADE WITH OUTSIDE RACKS TO ORDER. 
ALSO, 


SCREW WATER-VALVES WITH GUN-METAL FACES. 


B. DONKIN & CO., 
GENERAL ENGINEERS AND IRONFOUNDERS, 
MAKERS OF STEAM-ENGINES, 
BERMONDSEY, LONDON, S.E. 








WALTER FORD, 
159, GRAY’S INN ROAD, LONDON. 


MANUFACTURER OF WET AND DRY GAS-METERS, STATION-METERS, 
GOVERNORS, &c. &c. 


Sole Manufacturer of PADDON’S PATENT STREET-LAMP REGULATORS, for insuring 
apy required consumption. These Regulators are in general and increasing use, and references can be given to 











FURNISHED. 





Gas Companies who use them for every Lamp. 


— ns 4 < Fonda Sieseniies io ata ae —_ 





—, 
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arn < ae BELGIAN CLAY RETORTS. 
GEORGE ORME & CoO., J, S006, and CO, late ALBERT 
MANUFACTURERS OF @ KELLER, Ghent.—The removal of the import 
duties on Earthenware permitting the entry of Clay 


CONSUMERS GAS-METERS, STATION-METERS, GOVERNORS, | atiw the attention of the Gas Companies of London, 
PRESSURE & EXHAUST REGISTERS, HETORTS manvfectured by them, They can be 
made of any size, in one piece, and of any form. The 


PRESSURE-GAUGES, MINUTE-CLOCKS, PHOTOMETERS, | price will be in proportion to the weight, and very 


moderate in comparison to their value. 








INDICES FOR GAS AND WATER METERS, tanita 
INDICATORS, TWENTY YEARS PRACTICAL EXPERIENCE. 
FITTINGS FOR RAILWAY CARRIAGES AND LAMPS, EDWIN BENTLEY, 
AND EVERY DESCRIPTION OF RETORT SETTER, 
GAS, STEAM, & WATER FITTINGS, 0 ee 
ON THE MOST APPROVED PRINCIPLE. Fire-Clay and Iron Retorts, Double and Single 


Grooved Brick Retorts, of every description. 
Bentley’s Improved D Brick Segment Retorts, 5 or 3 


. V ORKS > PARK STR EET, OLDHAM. | » SStmentale and references on application. 











JOHN WARNER & SONS, FREDERICK HOPE, 


: Gas and Consulting Engineer, 
Bell and Brass Founders to Her Majesty, HIGH STREET, HOUNSLOW, 
8, CRESCENT, CRIPPLEGATE, LONDON, E.C. Advises Gas Companies on any subject connected with 


the erection of gas-works and the manufacture of gas, 

| more particularly on  eenagees & points:—REMOVAL 

. | OF NAPHTHALINE from works and mains, and pre- 

4 WARNERS'’ | venting the deposition ~ same. ECONOMY in 

— CNT Ot ul purification, and efficacy of the same in reducing the 

PATENT QUADRANT-MOTION SLUICE OR GAS VALVE. | bisulphide of carbon toa minimum. TAR FUEL ona 

All the advantages of the ordinary sluice-valve are | most simple method. Plans, Specifications, and Esti- 
obtained at much less cost, and the liability to set fast | mates prepared on moderate terms. 

and get out of order entirely obviated. 























Particulars of the Quadrant Valve, aiso of Hydraulic | ’ 
Machinery, High or Low Pressure Cocks, Water- B. CARPENTER S 
Closets, Gas-fitting in all its branches, and general IMPROVED 


_— BA premise tere Nora | WOOD SIEVES FOR GAS PURIFIERS. 
i WP WORKS: 
SCHOLL’S ; 


| 14, JOHN STREET, PENTONVILLE ROAD, 
PATENT PLATINUM 


LONDON, N. 
GASLIGHT PERFECTER. 
2 ae their qualities forwarded on application. 


Extract from Report by Dr. Letheby :— All orders punctually attended to, and estimater 


The above Sieves are used by the principal Gas Com- 
| panies in London and the country. Their utility, 

« The results have been very remarkable, for they show an average increase of 63 per cent. on the illuminating given if required. 
power of the gas. I am of opinion, therefore, that the invention is of great practical value.” - 
















| durability, and cheapness combined, render them su-) 
perior to all others. 
Testimonials from Gas Engineers who have tested) 











Price 1s. each for Fish-tail Burners. HARRIS AND PEARSON, 
To be had retail of Gas-Fitters and Ir gers, and wholesale of STOURBRIDGE. 
PROPRIETORS OF 
JOHN SCHOLL, 41 & 42, BERWICK STREET, OXFORD STREET  grorgrass- HOUSE POT & CRUCIBLE CLAY, 
j LONDON, W. MANUFACTURERS OF 

| Terms on application. N.B.—A specimen sent free on receipt of Twelve stamps. | FIRE - BRICKS, GAS-RETORTS, AND FIRE-CLAY GOODS) 

*,* Further testimonials from Drs. Frankland and Crooks, showing the great practical value of this invention, | OF BVERE SENCRIFTION. 
will be shortly published. Orders of any magnitude, for home and exportation, 


—-— executed with all possible despatch. 
N.B.—A quantity of Retorts in stock. 


JAMES MILNE & SON, D's, 15x8, 16x12, 18,14, 20516, 21514, 241 


CE a ee a aes ANDREW HARDY & SON, 











Gas-Meter, Gas Apparatus, and Gasfittings Manufacturers, RETORT SETTERS, | 
2 SDE ne — padies in general of their CHANGE OF RESIDENCE 
2, KING EDWARD STREET, from W sterieo Roed. Uxbridge Moer, to OLD ChOWN 





NEWGATE STREET, LONDON. 
ienenphpesetiasetnivethafrentinmmedascdiheliciiodarienabenisetegbbarcces DDISON POTTER, 








| Station-Meters, Governors, Consumers Meters, Gas Lustres, Chandeliers, Brackets, &c., and every WILLINGTON QUAY, 
description of Gasfittings and Gas Apparatus. NEAR NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE, 
sanaciokeahine heecibpicieindeatrcd 33 2 ee Manufacturer of Clay Retorts, Fire-Bricks,and every | 
CHARLES HORSLEY’S ot eel 
cai Mr. H. GORE, 


CONSULTING GAS ENGINEER, 


G A S E x H A U S T E R. 20, ALFRED PLACE, BEDFORD SQU.RE, LONDON, W.C. 





ROTARY TAR, OIL, AND LIQUOR PUMPS.) fe eet eee eee ern LONDON, 


For particulars and prices apply to the Patentee, HIGH-PRESSURE EQUILIBRIUM BALL VALVES 


22, Wharf Road, City Road, London, N. AND DIAPHRAGM BIB & STOP VALVES, 











MANUFACTURE EVERY DESCRIPTION OF 


GAS-JOINTS, CHANDELIERS, PENDANTS, BRACKETS, ETC. ; 











i a. 

! ’ { af 
SAMUEL CUTLER & SON, WELDED TUBE AND FITTINGS, 
CONTRACTING GAS ENGINEERS, &c. BRASS, COPPER, LEAD, TIN, AND COMPOSITION TuSiKG: 
| MANUFACTURERS 0? GASHOLDERS, TANKS, PURIFIERS, ae PR ep Baie ind ae oun 
AND ALL DESCRIPTIONS OF GAS-MAKING APPARATUS. S a60.0nen eat asane o0 c KS, 
| Iron Roofs, and General Iron Work. Mains Supplied and Laid. WITH PATENT METAL PLUGS; 

118. C. & Sow supply every requirement for a Gas-Work, and keep in stock Retort Lids, Cotters, GAS SLIDE AND SLUICE VALVES; 


ames 


Barrows, Scoops, Bolts and Nuts, &c. &c. CARTER’S SAPETY GAS-VALVES ; 
so enaneneneemss penal laps ills aE eiipaieteicamsci GAS-STOVES, REGULATORS, BURNERS, &c. 


PROVIDENCE IRON-WORKS, MILLWALL, LONDON, E, | 20’ 2attern-Book and Drige List of Gas-Fittings, 




















ID 


(From 250 Feet to 200,000 Feet per Hour. 
ie _ THOMAS LAMBERT & SONS, | 





| 

















—_-_-——- -— - = = - —- a, 








SILVER MEDAL, PARIS EXHIBITION, 1867. 


LLOYD AND LLOYD, 


ALBION TUBE-WORKS, BIRMINGHAM, 


MANUFACTURERS OF 
WROUGHT- IRON TUBES AND FITTINGS 
or Gas, Steam, Water, &c 
SOLE LICENSEES for the United Kingdom for the LAVENANT PATENT ENAMELLED TUBES & FITTINGS, 


the Coating of which does not shell off, is a certain preservative from rust, and resists all effects of expansion and contraction. 


LAP- “WELDED IRON & HOMOGENEOUS METAL TUBES 


For Locomotive, Marine, and Stationary Boilers. 
Boiler-Tube Ferrules, Gun-Metal @land Cocks; Water-Gauges, Whistles, &c. ; Stocks, Taps, and Dies for Screwing, and Gas-Fitters Tools of all kinds. 


London Offices: No. 4, Cloak Lane, Queen Street, E.C. 


WAREHOUSES: 




















| 
! 
| 
| 
| 


LONDON: No. 157, Upper Thames Street, z. C. LIVERPOOL: No. 4, Cooper’s Row, and 3, Crooked Lane, Strand Street. 
| MANCHESTER: Barlow’s Croft, Chapel Street, Salford. PARIS and LILLE. 


ROTATORY AND DOUBLE-ACTING 'GAS-EXHAUSTERS, 


with many recent improvements, from 1500 to 150,000 cubic feet per Hour. 


JAMES BURTON, SONS, & WALLER, 


MAKERS OF ENGINES, MACHINERY, and IRONWORK for GAS-WORKS, 
efficient and durable TAR, LIQUOR, and SYPHON PUMPS, 
GAS-VALVES, with or without Wedges, worked with powerful Worm and Rack, 
SELF-ACTING BY-PASS VALVES, with Lid and Relieving Lever, 
ROTATORY, TUMBLER, and CAPILLARY WATER DISTRIBUTORS for SCRUBBERS. 
SMALL-SIZE EXHAUSTERS KEPT IN STOCK. 


JOHN'S PLACE, HOLLAND STREET, SOUTHWARK, LONDON, S.E. 


WILLIAM .INGHAM AND SONS, 
WORTLEY FIRE-BRICK AND RETORT WORKS, 














FIRE CLAY RETORTS Sea. 


se f 
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W. INGHAM and SONS, having for maay years been extensively engaged in the Manufacture of 
RETORTS AND FIRE-BRICKS FROM THE CELEBRATED WORTLEY PIRE-CLAY 
beg to call especial attention to their RETORTS, which have for many seasons proved to be uusurpassed in quality by any in the Kingdom, their FREEDOM FROM 
CRACKS and the ADHESION OF CARBON rendering them worthy the attention of all parties interested in the making of Gas. 
The Works are of such magnitude as to ensure the prompt execution of orders to any extent. 
Estimates for Setting, or Bricklayers sent when required. 
GAS OVENS IN SEGMENTS OF EQUAL QUALITY. 
A large stock of Fire-Bricks, Fire-Clay, Terra Cotta, and Drain-Pipes of all sizes kept in London at CHRISTIE & CO. 
Wharf, 64, Bankside, Southwark, where all particulars of Prices, &c., may be obtained. 
N.B.—Za2port orders continue to have prompt attention. 


E. J. & J. PEARSON, 


DELPH & TINTAM ABBEY FIRE-CLAY & BRICK-WORKS, 
STOURBRIDGE, 


PROPRIETORS OF 
BEST GLASS-HOUSE POT & CRUCIBLE CLAY; 
MANUFACTURERS OF 


GLASS-HOUSE POTS, CRUCIBLES, GAS-RETORTS, & FIRE-BRICKS OF EVERY DESCRIPTION. 















CLIFFS PATENT 
-£D__CLAY_RETORT 





Established 


j ‘i 
a4 
Hea 


JOSEPH CLIFF & SON, 


THE ORIGINAL 


WORTLEY FIRE-BRICK WORKS. 
Near LEEDS, 


MANUFACTURERS OF ALL pascesvthse OF 


FIRE GOODS, and SALT-GLAZED DRAIN-PIPES. 
Lonpon AGENT: | 
MARCUS BOURNE NEWTON, 















Wharf No. 4, inside Great Northern Goods Station, King’s Cross | 
Where is always kept a Stock of Retorts, Fire-Bricks, Terra Cotta Ware, and fh 








Drain- Pipes. ] ] 








_—_—_—— 












































Gey WILLIAM suGG, gory 
. . ies i) ae 





‘PUBLIC LAMP GOVERNORS, LEVER COCKS, AND POLE LIGHTERS, 
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LONDON, 1862. 








PARIS, 1867. 









_ “-) me? 2 
FS es BF GAS ENGINEER. 
\ g Wee Fly 


CLASSES 24 and 53. CLASSES 13 and 31. 





LAMP METERS AND BOXES. 


LOWE’S JET PHOTOMETERS can now BE ratep To 14 CANDLES. 


VINCENT WORKS, VINCENT STREET, WESTMINSTER, S.W. 
IMPROVED GAS APPARATUS, 


FOR CITIES, TOWNS, WILAGES, &e., 
INVENTED AND MANUFACTURED BY 


W. C. HOLMES & CO.,, 


WHITESTONE IRON-WORKS, HUDDERSFIELD. 


SOLE MANUFACTURERS of B. W. THURSTON’S IMPROVED SCRUBBER, CONDENSER, and WASHER, 
~ In use in many of the principal Gas- Works un the Continent. 


PATENTEES of the IMPROVED COMBINED PURIFYING APPARATUS, so eminently adapted for Exportation. 
ESTIMATES, PLANS, and SPECIFICATIONS PREPARED for BUILDINGS and APPARATUS. 
Prospectus, Price Lists, &c., on application. 


LONDON OFFICES—57, GRACECHURCH STREET, CITY. 


*,* Please address letters to Huddersfield. 
REPERENCES TO NEARLY 300 GAS-WORKS. 


ORLANDO BROTHERS’ : 
SELF-ACTING DISTRICT GOVERNOR.) 


Prices, according to size, can be obtained upon application to 


Mr. WILLIAM ARCHER, 


METER COMPANY’S WORKS, OLDHAM. 
TO CORPORATIONS, GAS ENGINEERS, AND OTHERS. 


HENRY ALDER, 


GRANGE METER-WORKES, EDINBURGH, | 
Begs to intimate that he is the ORIGINAL MANUFACTURER of 


DRY GAS-METERS IN CAST-IRON CASES. 


The Meters are protected by Registration on the 17th of December, 1864, under the ‘ Copyright of Designs Act.” 


They are much more durable, and at the same time more easily repaired than those in Tin Cases. 
PRICE LIST AND TERMS ON APPLICATION. 


Agent for Ireland—Mr. J. FURNESS, 3, Fownes Street, DUBLIN. 


KING BROTHERS, 
STOURBRIDGE FIRE-BRICK AND RETORT WORKS. 


AKAD on MOUTH PIECE 

































* 





KING BROTHERS beg especially to caf the attention of Gas Companies vo the superiority of their Retorts, whicn are made from the celebratea STOURBRIDGE 
FIRE-CLAY. Mr. King has aaented a Kiln for burning Retorts, by which Patent all Cold Air is excluded from the Kiln while burning, thus rendering them FREE) 
FROM CRACKS AND CORRECT IM FORM. By great care in Manufacturing, combined with the advantages in burning,a VERY SMOOTH SURFACE is obtained. 
rendering them less liable to carbonize. 
Retort Ovens, Fire-Bricks, Guards, Saddles, Rabbitted Burs, Flues, and Quarries, are all Manufactured of the same quality of Clay. 
Every Retort and Brick is branded “‘ King Brothers, Stourbridce.’ 


Agent in Ireland—Mr. JAMES FURNISS, No. 3, FOWNES STREET, DUBLIN. 
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UNVARYING WATER-LINE GAS-METER. 


(SANDERS AND DONOVAN’S PATENT.) 








“ Unquestionably the best Water Gas-Meter now 
in use.” 





Over 60,000 in action. 





MANUFACTURERS : 


THE GAS-METER COMPANY, 
KINGSLAND ROAD, LONDON; 


WITH 


Branch Manufactories at DUBLIN & OLDHAM. 


ALEXANDER WRIGHT & CO., 


MANUFACTURERS OF 


WET METERS, 
COMPENSATING WET METERS, 


IMPROVED DRY METERS 


of the very highest excellence. } 
STATION-METERS AND GOVERNORS. 


STREET-LAMP REGULATORS. | 








TESTING APPARATUS 
of the most perfect description for all purposes relating to Gas. 


KEELING’S PATENT STATION-GOVERNOR REGULATOR. 
55 and 55a, MILLBANK STREET, WESTMINSTER, S.W., and COPENHAGEN. 


R. LAIDLAW & SON, 


| 
| 
| 
GAS ENGINEERS, CONTRACTORS, IRON & BRASS FOUNDERS, | 
{| 


1} 
| 
| 








Iron-Works and Foundries, (190, Strand,) Meter-Works & Brass Foundry, || 
GLASGOW, LONDON, EDINBURGH, 


MANUFACTURERS OF 
GASOMETERS AND GAS APPARATUS OF EVERY DESCRIPTION ; 
CAST-IRON PIPES, all sizes, cast in DRY SAND and VERTICALLY by PATENT MACHINERY ; 
IRON ROOFS, COLUMNS, BEAMS, and GIRDERS; BOILERS, TANKS, and CISTERNS; 
VALVES, Screw, Rack and Pinion, &c., for Gas and Water, with Iron or Gun-Metal Facings, &c. ; 1{ 
WROUGHT-IRON TUBE and FITTINGS for Gas, Water, or Steam; 
GAS-METERS (Wet and Dry) of the most approved Construction, STATION-METERS, GOVERNORS, &c.; 
GASELIERS, BRACKETS, PENDANTS, PILLARS, and GAS-FITTINGS of every description ; 
LAMP-POSTS and LANTERNS for Streets, &c. 


D. HULETT and CO., 55 and 56, HIGH HOLBORN, LONDON, 


PATENTEES and MANUFACTURERS of the ONLY GOOD MERCURIAL GAS REGULATOR, 
invite the attention of Gas Companies and the Trade generally to their Improved GAS-METERS, which they warrant equal to || | 
any in Quality, Workmanship, and Simplicity of Construction, and the only Meters from which Gas cannot be obtained without | 
being duly registered. MANUFACTURERS OF {i 

GAS CHANDELIERS, GLASS LUSTRES, HALL LANTERNS, VESTIBULES, BRACKETS, PENDANTS; | 

DOUBLE CONE, ALBERT, SHADOWLESS, & EVERY DESCRIPTION OF BURNER, UNION JETS, BATSWINGS, ETC.; | 
IMPROVED FULL-WAY CARTER’S VALVES (much approved of); 

GAS-STOVES, and every article connected with Gas Apparatus. 
CAST & WROUGHT-IRON PIPE BLACK & GALVANIZED. COPPER. TIN, BRASS, & COMPOSITION TUBING. |: 
D HULETT’S IMPROVED SERVICE CLEANSER 

for clearing out Mains, Services, and Interior Fittings—65s. net. 
Boyle’s Patent Silvered Glass Combination Reflectors and Outside Lanterns. 

Sole Manufacturers of Church and Mann’s Photometer. 

Large Pattern Books with every description of Gas-Fittings, Chandeliers, &c., with complete Book of Prices, 1 2s. 
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